
The Only Way to Be Right With God 

Romans 3:21-26 

In these verses Paul discusses 7 aspects of the righteousness of God. Each one deserves 
our attention if we truly want to be right with God. The righteousness we need is … 

1. From God.  

“But now a righteousness from God, apart from the law, has been made known.” 

2. Apart from the law.  

Notice the second fact about this righteousness. Paul says it comes “apart from the law.” 

3. Received only by faith.  

This is the third great fact Paul discusses in this passage. Not only does the 

righteousness of God come apart from the law, it is received only by faith. “This 
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” 

4. For sinners only.  

The righteousness we need has a fourth characteristic. It is “for sinners only.” “There is 
no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

5. Based on the grace of God. 

Verse 24 tells us how God begins the salvation process. “And are justified freely by his 
grace.” The word “freely” literally means “without a cause.” 

6. Provided by the death of Christ. 

Now we come to the heart of the gospel. Verses 24-25 explain exactly how the death of 
Christ saves sinners. In order to make himself clear, Paul uses three very picturesque 

words: “Justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement through faith in his blood.” 

7. A demonstration of God’s justice. 

Now we come to the final fact about the righteousness we need. God’s method of 
salvation demonstrates his justice. “He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in 

his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—he did it to 
demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies 

those who have faith in Jesus.”  

It’s a free offer. The only option we have is to accept it or reject it. 

 

 


