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Ambassadors for Christ 

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 

Paul used the image of “ambassador” twice and both times in connection with the message 

God wanted him to preach: 

In Ephesians, Paul wrote from prison, “For which I am an ambassador in chains; that in 

proclaiming it (the gospel) I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak” (Ephesians 6:20). Again 

in our text, “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an 

appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 Corinthians 

5:20).   

Paul saw himself as an ambassador and tells us that as Christians we are Christ's 

ambassadors. An "ambassador" is an authorized representative or messenger. You and I are 

called to be ambassadors to this world for the cause of Christ. At all times and in all 

situations we are ambassadors.  

We represent Christ on earth as heavens citizens. 

To the church in Philippi, the apostle Paul writes, “For our citizenship is in heaven” 

(Philippians 3:20). While some may spiritualize this fact away, Paul's words come across as 

literal and real to those who understand that God has called us out of this world (John 

15:19) and transferred us into His Kingdom (Colossians 1:13). Having our citizenship in the 

Kingdom of God by definition makes us aliens in the physical country in which we live. 

Our message is a message of reconciliation. 

Again, Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to 

himself, no longer counting people's sins against them. This is the wonderful message he 

has given us to tell others.” 

This is our message. God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself and forgiving our 

sins through Jesus.  

An ambassador is a cultural representative – an ambassador must be careful in all his words 

and activities, careful not to offend his hosts or bring disrepute upon his homeland. 

An ambassador is gracious in speech - with humility and hospitality you must demonstrate 

diplomacy and wisdom, speaking very carefully considering the consequences of what is 

being said, extremely careful not to injure the feelings of others needlessly (1 Corinthians 

10:32-33). 

An ambassador searches for common ground - In Acts 17:23, the apostle Paul deliberately 

builds a bridge of common understanding and similarity, referring to something the 

Athenians already understood. 

“A wicked messenger falls into trouble, but a faithful ambassador brings health” (Proverbs 

13:17 NKJV). 

 


