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Before the Harvest 

Genesis 26:12-17 

One of the great laws in all of nature is the Law of the Harvest also known as the law of 

“sowing and reaping”. God has ordered the demonstration of The Law of the Harvest in 
both the natural world as well as our spiritual life. 

Everyone wants a harvest in their life. By definition a harvest is the act of gathering in a 
crop. We want to enjoy abundance, production, fruit and a return. There is nothing 

wrong with that! But you cannot get a return unless you make an investment and every 
farmer worth his salt knows that there will be no harvest without first sowing some seed 

into the ground.  

In our text Isaac, “sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundred fold” 

(Genesis 26:12). 

Be proactive - do not wait for ideal conditions to sow. 

Isaac was grieving. Abraham, Isaac’s father had recently died (Genesis 25:7-11). 

There is a famine in the land (Genesis 26:1).  

Isaac was having relationship problems. He is at odds with the Philistines. They were 

envious of Isaac’s success and their leader, Abimelek, tells Isaac to leave (Genesis 
26:14, 16).  

Be careful - seed produces after its own kind.  

We reap what we plant. A seed always produces after its kind therefore whatever we 
plant is what grows or another way of looking at this could be - whatever we need or 

want in life, we should give (Galatians 6:7-8). 

Be patient - you cannot rush the harvest. 

We must allow our seeds to incubate and cultivate. Seeds need to develop, grow and  

take form. Some seeds take longer to grow so you must be patient and not give up 
(Galatians 6:9.) You always reap later than you sow. 

Be generous - you always reap more than you sow.  

“Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, because the 
LORD blessed him.  The man became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he 

became very wealthy” (Genesis 26:12-13). 

“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture” (Psalm 37:3). 

“One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to 

poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed” 
(Proverbs 11:24-25). 

“He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will reap 

bountifully” (2 Corinthians 9:6). 
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