
Transformed   
From Bent to Straight – From Bound to Free 

Luke 13:10-17 
 

The condition of the woman:  “And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on 
the Sabbath.  And there was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness 
caused by a spirit; and she was bent double, and could not straighten up at all” 

(Luke 13:10-11).  
 

Luke conveys the seriousness and length of her suffering. Her sickness was caused 
by “a spirit.” Yet despite her sickness you see her faithfulness.  
  

The compassion of Jesus: “When Jesus saw her, He called her over and said to 
her, “Woman, you are freed from your sickness.” And He laid His hands on her; and 

immediately she was made erect again and began glorifying God” (Luke 13:12-13). 
 
Jesus saw her … He spoke to her … and He touched her. “For we do not have a high 

priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted 
in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence 

to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need” (Hebrews 4:15-16). 

 
The criticism for healing: “But the synagogue official, indignant because Jesus 
had healed on the Sabbath, began saying to the crowd in response, “There are six 

days in which work should be done; so come during them and get healed, and not 
on the Sabbath day” (Luke 13:14).  

 
Don’t allow criticism to paralyze you… to keep you from serving the Lord. “For God 
has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline” (2 

Timothy 1:7). 
 

The conclusion of the matter: “But the Lord answered him and said, “You 
hypocrites, does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from 
the stall and lead him away to water him? And this woman, a daughter of Abraham 

as she is, whom Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not have 
been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?” As He said this, all His 

opponents were being humiliated; and the entire crowd was rejoicing over all the 
glorious things being done by Him” (Luke 13:15-17). 
 

Love the Lord and love people more than you love the system. “He answered, 
"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself'" (Luke 
10:27). 
 

“Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 

death” (Romans 8:1-2). 


