
The Potter and the Clay 

Jeremiah 18:1-6 

The Potter: 

God is the potter. We are not in the hands of “chance” or “blind fate” but in the hands 
of God Almighty, who is not just our Creator, but our Father. As our Father, He is 

personally concerned for our lives and wants to see the best for us. 

“But now, O Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and all of us 

are the work of Your hand” (Isaiah 64:8). 

God has the power to properly shape and guide our life (Jeremiah 18:6-10).  

The Potter not only has a perfect plan for the clay but sees the finished product in His 

mind, setting in motion a perfect plan for our life. 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 

The Potter is patient to mold each of His creations into the proper shape, taking the 
time each one requires to become the object of His will. It takes time to make a 
worthwhile product. 

The Clay: 

In the specific context of Jeremiah 18, Judah is the clay, but as a general application, 
WE are the clay. We are God’s “vessels”. 

“Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows 
those who are His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from 
wickedness.” Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also 

vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. 
Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work” (2 Timothy 2:19-21). 

By itself clay is of no practical value whatsoever. It is made valuable only in the right 
hands for the right purpose. Therefore where God is concerned, no one can actually 
calculate the potential of another’s life. 

Clay cannot mold itself. It yields to being shaped and molded.  

It is important to yield and allow yourself to be continually molded. If one ceases from 
that attitude, they can become hardened and unshapely.   

“Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work” (2 Timothy 2:21). 

Adelaide Pollard wrote: 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Thou art the potter, I am the clay; 

Mold me and make me After Thy will, 

While I am waiting, Yielded and still. 


