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Invited Into a Family 

Mark 3:31-35 

The crowd: Mark 3:7-8 - When people in Galilee heard about Jesus and His 

spectacular miracles, the crowds continued to grow. They came from far and wide. 

Many enjoyed watching, many came along for what they might receive from Jesus, 

but far fewer were willing to step out of the crowd. The crowds in Galilee always 

liked Jesus, but for most of them it never went much beyond that. They remained 

outsiders. 

The call: Mark 3:13-21 - The crowd may want Jesus for all sorts of reasons but 

Jesus calls for the people He wants. He chooses twelve. First they are to be with 

Him – they are to spend time with Jesus, getting to know Him for Himself, learning 

all that He has to teach them, seeing how He lives right up close. Second, they 

will be sent out to preach about Him, to announce that the Kingdom of God has 

come. They will multiply the presence of Jesus twelve-fold and in their turn bring 

others to know Him. Their job will be to cover the ground in a way which no single 

individual, no matter how powerful and persuasive, could ever do. Third, they will 

take His authority to drive out demons. 

The critics: Mark 3:22-30 - Jesus’ opponents have watched Him closely, even 

setting traps for Him (3:1-6), He is faced by a special commission of inquiry sent 

down from headquarters in Jerusalem. For the scribes it is unthinkable that Jesus 

was wielding the power of God, so they are forced to attribute His power to the 

only other possible source – the chief demon himself, Satan.  

The conclusion: Mark 3:31-35 - Now it is time to meet the family – Jesus 

responds to his mother’s request with a distinctly odd question (v.33). First, He 

looks around. Now the house is crowded, but of course this is not the jam-packed 

crowd of thousands we see with Jesus by the lakeside. This is a house in a fishing 

village; at most a few dozen people are within earshot and these are not the 

sensation seekers.  

These are people who want to sit and listen to His words: a group that consists of 

His core team of twelve with a wider group of others. Jesus gives His verdict. He 

looks at the group gathered around Him on the floor. Then He looks at the 

messenger at the door and speaks through him to the family gathered outside; 

and He says, “You say they’re outside looking for me? No: my true family have 

already found me. My true family are here, on the inside.” 

Jesus is saying that His true people, His true family (and therefore God’s true 

family) are these: the ones who know Him, who listen to Him and who do the will 

of God.” 


