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Father’s Day 2015 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

Moses spoke these words to Israel as they prepared to enter the land of Canaan. They 
would face many temptations in the land. Knowing that Israel would be surrounded by 

pagans Moses took the time to lay a foundation for future generations. 

1. To raise up godly children and grandchildren, you must love God fervently (6:4-
6). 

The most important requirement for raising godly children and grandchildren is for you 
to have personal relationship with God. You communicate what you are. You cannot 

pass on to your children what you do not possess.  

2. To raise up godly children and grandchildren you must teach your children 
diligently (6:7-9, 20-25). 

The word “teach diligently” in Hebrew means literally to sharpen or whet. It may have 
the idea of repetition. Your teaching should permeate your child deeply so that it has an 

effect on him (the NIV translates it “impress”).  

3. If you want to raise up godly children and grandchildren, you must live in the world 
carefully (6:10-19). 

Moses warns Israel of the spiritual dangers that they will face when they settle into 
Canaan. It’s easy to drift into the ways of the world. Two safeguards from these verses:  

Continually “Watch yourself” (6:12)! It’s easy to forget the Lord and the great salvation 

He provided (6:13). 

Constantly focus on pleasing God. “You shall do what is right and good in the sight of 
the Lord” (6:18). Every aspect of life - my thoughts, attitudes, words, deeds, schedule, 

possessions - must be lived with a view toward pleasing the Lord.  

Our text shows at least five ways teaching is to be done: 

(1) Diligently— Work hard at this … be conscientious. It must not be taken lightly. 

(2) Accurately—this is included in the word “diligently” which means “to sharpen” and 
then “to teach clearly, accurately, incisively.” Our teaching must be clear and precise, 
not in vague generalities. 

(3) Repeatedly—these verses indicate teaching is not a once-in-a-while or a one-time 

effort. It goes on all the time. The secret to learning is repetition. 

(4) Naturally—it is to be done when we sit, walk, lie down, and rise up. In other words, 
we are to look for teaching opportunities by word and by example through the everyday 
activities of life in the home.  

(5) Personally— “Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you 

do not forget the things which your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your 
heart all the days of your life; but make them known to your sons and your grandsons” 
(Deuteronomy 4:9). Training is first and foremost the responsibility of the parents 

(Ephesians 6:4 is addressed to fathers). Again, this stresses modeling. What one says 
is rarely as influential as what one does. 


