
The Blessing of Obedience 

Psalm 81 

“For of all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these: ‘It might have 

been.’” - John Greenleaf Whittier 

Psalm 81 shows us that even God sometimes laments over what might have been. 

It’s instructive for us to pause at times to examine the wreckage of the wasted 
lives of God’s people so that we avoid their mistakes. The psalmist is saying, 

“Beware! The way to avoid a wasted life is to walk in obedience to God.” 

1. Wasted potential is the result of disobedience to God. 

Israel was guilty of idolatry (81:9). God laments that His people did not listen to 
Him with a view to obedience (81:8, 11, 13).  

God says, “I gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart to walk in their 
own devices” (81:12). It reminds us of Romans 1:24-26, where Paul shows how 

God gave wicked people over to their own lusts. 

Sin deceives us into thinking that we can get what we want apart from God. 

Obedience is often initially more difficult but it results in God’s blessing in the long 

run. Disobedience usually looks like a quick fix to get what we want, but leads to 
ruin.  

2. Fulfilled potential comes through walking in obedience to God. 

God is waiting to pour out His richest blessings if we will obey Him. We need to 

feel the longing of God’s heart in these verses. He takes no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked, but would rather that he should turn from his ways and live (Ezek. 

18:23). The goodness of God is the motive for obedience (81:6-10). 

If we will obey God, He will bless us. As Matthew Henry puts it, “There is enough 

in God to fill our treasures (Prov. 8:21), to replenish every hungry soul (Jer. 
31:25), to supply all our wants, to answer all our desires, and to make us 

completely happy” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary [Revell], 3:549).  

Conclusion 

The way to avoid a wasted life is to walk in obedience to the Lord. Notice all the 
occurrences of the word “would” in 81:13-16. It’s a word of desire and 

contingency. It shows God’s desire to bless, if only His people would obey. It 

shows what might have been. 

But also, it shows what can be. This psalm is here not just to get us to look back 

and lament. It’s here to get us to look ahead with hope. Even though we may 
grieve over wasted years in the past when we disobeyed the Lord, if we will turn 

from our sin and begin to obey Him now, He will feed us with the finest of the 
wheat. He will satisfy us with honey from the rock. He is gracious and 

compassionate. He forgives all our sin through Christ when we turn to Him. 


