
 

Striving Together – Our Mission 
Philippians 1:27-30 

 

Philippians 1:27 in the New English Translation reads – “Only conduct yourselves in a 

manner worthy of the gospel of Christ so that—whether I come and see you or whether 
I remain absent—I should hear that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind, 

by contending side by side for the faith of the gospel.” 

1. Together - we proclaim the faith of the gospel. 

The gospel was the central focus of Paul’s life. In 1 Corinthians 9:23 he says that he 

does “all things for the sake of the gospel.” In Philippians 1, he uses the word “gospel” 
six times: verses 5, 7, 12, 16, 27 (twice). He alludes to it in other language several 

more times: “to speak the word of God” (1:14); “preaching Christ” (1:15); “proclaim 
Christ” (1:17); “Christ is proclaimed” (1:18); “Christ shall even now, as always, be 

exalted” (1:20); “to live is Christ” (1:21). Paul’s focus should be the Philippians’ focus, 
and ours: He charges them to stand firm and strive together “for the faith of the 

gospel.” 

2. Together - we are to walk consistently, work cooperatively, and strive 

confidently. 

 “Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” (1:27a). Literally 

we are to, “live as citizens.”  

“... Standing firm in one spirit, with one soul [lit.] striving together for the faith of the 

gospel” (1:27b). The Greek word translated “striving together” is sunathleo, from which 
we get our word “athletics.”  

 “... in no way alarmed by your opponents--” (1:28a). We should not create enemies but 

if by your life and words you oppose sin and challenge the ways of the world, especially 
the sinful ways people, you will have enemies.  

Conclusion: 

1. When you become a Christian, you don’t join a country club. You are drafted into 

God’s army!  

2. Your mission is to proclaim the faith of the gospel.  

3. You fulfill that mission by walking consistently as a citizen of heaven; by working 
cooperatively with your fellow teammates; and, by striving confidently with your 

fellow soldiers.  

4. Never forget - we are in this together! 


