
 

God’s Powerful Word 

Hebrews 4:12-13 

 

This is one of the great biblical texts on the power of God’s Word. The author of 
Hebrews has been warning the Hebrew church of the danger of cultural 

Christianity. In verse 11 the author warns, “let us be diligent to enter that rest, so 
that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.” Verse 

12 begins with “For.” The connection is that Israel in the wilderness had God’s 

Word, but disregarded it.  

1. God’s Word is LIVING. 

Since God is the living God (3:12), and His Word cannot be separated from Him, 
that Word is a LIVING Word. It can never be exterminated. As Isaiah 40:8 

proclaims, “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands 
forever.” Since God is the author of life, His living Word imparts life in two ways. 

2. God’s Word is ACTIVE. 

We get our word “energy” from the Greek word translated “active.” It means that 

the Word is EFFECTUAL. It accomplishes what God intends for it to do (Isaiah 
55:10-11).  

3. God’s Word is SHARP and PIERCING. 

God’s purpose in CUTTING us is to bring healing, not to leave us wounded.  

4. God’s Word can JUDGE between the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. 

We get our word “critic” from the word translated “judge.” So the idea is that 

God’s Word is able authoritatively to act as CRITIC of our innermost feelings and 
thoughts, showing us where we are wrong. 

Conclusion: 

(1) Treasure God’s Word above all worldly counsel! Consult the Bible for wisdom 

on how to live!  

(2) Read, study, memorize, and meditate on God’s Word. You need to memorize 

key verses because you will not obey it if it’s not in your heart (Ps. 119:11).  

(3) Apply, trust, and obey God’s Word. The point of Bible study is to change your 

heart and life! Always study it with a view to obedience. 

(4) Live with your heart exposed to God’s Word. Don’t cover up any sinful 

thoughts. If the Word convicts you, stop and confess the matter to God. 

javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d

