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Forgiving One Another 

Genesis 50:15-21 

The phrase, “Don’t get mad, just get even” sums up the world’s philosophy on how 

to deal with someone who wrongs you. But in contrast to the world’s way, God 

prescribes a radical approach when we are wronged: “We are to be kind and 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another just as God in Christ has forgiven us” 

(Ephesians 4:32). 

Joseph had to avoid bitterness and learn forgiveness. Joseph’s attitude was the key 

to his great success in life.  

1. To forgive others, we must take our proper place before God. 

When Joseph’s brothers approached him, his spontaneous response was to weep, 

which showed his tender heart. Then he reassured his brothers and asked: “Am I in 

God’s place?” (50:19). Our proper place before God involves three things: 

A. We must allow God to be the judge of all.                                                            

B. We must humble ourselves under God’s sovereignty.                                                     

C. We must believe that God is good in all His ways. 

2. To forgive others we must express the proper attitude toward them. 

Joseph’s attitude reflected three qualities we must express if we want to forgive 

others: 

A. To forgive others, we must be humble.                                                                    

B. To forgive others, we must speak the truth in love.                                                

Two questions about forgiveness come up at this point. First, does forgiveness 

require that I don’t press charges when someone has criminally wronged my family 

or me? The second question is, should I forgive a person who is not repentant?                                                                                 

C. To forgive others, we must actively care. 

Conclusion: 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to seek our welfare, but was rejected and killed. 

He suffered, the just for the unjust, in order to offer us God’s forgiveness. You may 

never in this life understand the why of your wrong treatment. But Jesus 

understands, because He suffered much more than any of us ever could. If we will 

learn to submit to His sovereign goodness when we are wronged and assume an 

attitude of humility, honesty in love, and caring toward those who have offended 

us, we will grow to know Him. 

 


