
 

The Beginning of the One Family 

Acts 2:41-47 

 

The Birth of the Family:  

“So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were 
added about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41).  

It is a wonderful church, populated with a very large number of new Christians. The 
church is not perfect or complete, but it does exist, and it is moving in the right 

direction.  

The Actions of the Family:  

“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).  

The four activities of the earliest church are introduced to us as priorities. These are the 

four things to which these early Christians devoted themselves. These were not options. 
These were the fruit of a genuine conversion and of life in Christ.  

The Maturity of the Family:  

While the church here seems to gather daily (Acts 2:46), this practice will not continue 

indefinitely. How could it? Later on, we see that the church gathered weekly (see Acts 
20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2). This church seems almost totally dependent upon the 

apostles (Acts 2:37, 42-43; 4:33). Later on, we will see elders and deacons. The family 
is growing and maturing.  

The Attitudes and Relationships of the Family:  

“Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place 

through the apostles. And all those who had believed were together and had all things in 
common; and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them 

with all, as anyone might have need. Day by day continuing with one mind in the 

temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together 
with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 
2:43-47).  

What does this family have to teach us, to teach our church family? The test of a “New 
Testament church” is not just doing the right things; it is also a matter of having the 

right attitudes – having the right heart – and maintaining right relationships. 


