
 
 

Planning Your Future 

James 4:13-17 
 

 
“It ought to be the business of every day to prepare for our last day.” Matthew Henry 

Planning for the future is wise. Solomon praises the little ant who plans ahead for his 
future (Proverbs 6:6-8). But there is a right way and a wrong way to go about planning 
for the future. The planner described in James 4 made mistakes. God does not want us 

to make the same mistakes.  

1. Don’t leave God out of your plans. 

“Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and 

spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit” (James 4:13). There is a 
lot of mention of where we will go and what we will do, but there is no mention of God!  

Someone has well said that, “The biggest fool is not the man who says there’s no God, 
but the man who says there is a God, then doesn’t live like it.” Have you taken God into 

your plans?  

2. Don’t presume about your tomorrow. 

“Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that 

appears for a little while and then vanishes away” (James 4:14).  

Our lives are frail or fragile and brief. A vapor is short-lived. Life is brief and death is 
certain. “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth” 

(Proverbs 27:1). We cannot presume upon the time we may have.  

3. Don’t procrastinate.   

“Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin” 

(James 4:17). 

Procrastination is so deceptive. Most don’t see procrastination as a sin. Procrastination is 

the reason many people stay lost (John 3:18).     

James assumes that you should acknowledge God as the sovereign over your business 
life. Douglas Moo (The Letter of James [Eerdmans/Apollos], p. 208) explains the 

connection: “He has urged us to take the Lord into consideration in all our planning. We 
therefore have no excuse in this matter; we know what we are to do. To fail now to do 

it, James wants to make clear, is sin.” 

Trusting in God is the only true source of security for the future. 

 


