
“I Have Finished the Course” 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 

1. We must finish our course (Acts 20:22-27). 

“And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 

happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying 

that bonds and afflictions await me. But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to 

myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to 

testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God. And now, behold, I know that all of you, 

among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, will no longer see my face. Therefore, I 

testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I did not shrink from 

declaring to you the whole purpose of God” (Acts 20:22-27).  

Life isn’t a 50-yard dash; it’s a marathon. The trick is not just to begin well, but to finish well. 

God wanted for the elders at Ephesus, the same thing he wants for us, to sprint across the 

finish line, not to drop out of the race. All of us have a course to run and a race to finish. I 

cannot run your race and you cannot run mine. 

2. We must finish our course together (Hebrews 12:15-17). 

“See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up 

causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; that there be no immoral or godless person like 

Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal. For you know that even afterwards, when 

he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, 

though he sought for it with tears” (Hebrews 12:15-17). 

In the Lord’s church we are responsible to help each other overcome the hindrances that 

could cause us to drop out of the race. If you see a fellow Christian heading for spiritual 

trouble, come alongside and help them get up and keep running the race. Be an encourager! 

3. We must finish our course well (Hebrews 12:1-3). 

“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 

every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance 

the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who 

for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 

against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart” (Hebrews 12:1-3). 

Finishing well is everything. In this race, you are not competing with other Christians. We are 

all on the same team. We’re competing against the enemy of our souls, who opposes God’s 

kingdom and wants us to drop out of the race. Don’t grow weary and lose heart. Keep running. 

Run your race. Help others stay the course and finish well! 


