
 

God’s Grace: Saving, Instructing and Motivating 
Titus 2:11-14 

 
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny 

ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present 
age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to 
purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:11-14).  

God’s grace is His unmerited favor. Grace means that God showers favor and blessing on us 
who do not in any way deserve or earn it. We deserve His judgment and wrath. But He 

shows us favor.  

God’s pure grace gets polluted from two sides. One side sees God’s grace based on a merit 
system. This is at the heart of pharisaic, legalistic religion. But God’s grace also gets 

distorted from another side, which mistakes the grace of God for licentiousness (Jude 4). For 
them, grace means permission for sloppy living. Our text corrects both of these serious 

misconceptions of God’s grace.  

1. God’s grace brings salvation to everyone (Titus 2:11).  

When Paul writes, “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men” he is 

referring to the embodiment of grace in the person of Jesus Christ, who was “full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14). God’s grace appeared in the person of Christ Who offers salvation to 

all who hear of it.  

2. God’s grace instructs the saved in godliness (Titus 2:12-14a).  

The word “instructing” means, “child-training.” It includes teaching, but also, correcting and 

disciplining. It is a process that begins at salvation and continues until we stand before the 
Lord. Paul mentions several ways that grace trains us: “Instructing us to deny ungodliness 

and worldly desires.”  

It is not enough to say no to ungodliness and worldly desires you must also say yes to 

sensible, righteous, godly living.  

3. God’s grace motivates the saved to be zealous for good deeds (Titus 2:14b).  

“Good deeds” refer to deeds which are done in obedience to His Word out of sincere love for 

God and others. “Zealous” is a word that Paul used to describe his fanatical zeal for Judaism 
prior to his conversion (Galatians 1:14).  

Conclusion  

This is how God’s grace works. It saves us and then it instructs and motivates us to be godly 
people in this present age, zealous for good deeds, as we look for the appearing of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us. 

 


