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What if we don't go up to heaven - what if heaven comes down to us? Throughout Scripture the 
promised future for God's people is not a "non-earth" but a "new earth." Just as man was made 
from the earth, man was made for the earth (See Isaiah 45:18). God's original purpose was to live 
in intimate fellowship with man on a good, curse-free earth. In the beginning this is how it was.  
He would come in the cool of the day and take walks with man.  Something interrupted that regular 
fellowship. But did the fall cause God to abandon His original purpose? Go back in Genesis 
and you will see that Eden was never destroyed (Genesis 3:22-24). What was destroyed was 
man's ability to live in Eden, and man has been homesick for Eden ever since. 
 
 

I. Biblical Presentation of the "New Heavens and New Earth" 
A. John's Apocalyptic Vision (Revelation 21:1-5) 

1. The word "new" was not from the Greek term "neos" which meant “new in time, brand 
new, new as in never existing before”; rather it is from the term "kainos" which meant 
“new in quality” (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17). 

2. All through the Bible you have heaven and earth as two separate entities but when you 
get to Revelation 21, the dualism ends. 

B. Old Testament Prophecy 
1. Peter stated that "Jesus must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore 

everything, as He promised long ago through His holy prophets" (Acts 3:21). You 
think it should say “until the time comes for God to destroy everything,” but it doesn’t. 

2. The psalmist said the earth and heavens would "perish" and that God would "change 
them like a robe" (Psalm 102:25-26). 

3. Isaiah prophesied of God: "Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth" 
(65:17ff). These and other prophecies like them are too lofty, too grandiose to be talking 
about just the return of exiles. When Jerusalem and its walls were rebuilt and the city 
was repopulated, can it truly be said that "the sound of weeping and crying were heard 
in it no more"? This was the renewal of all things (cf. Matthew 19:28) that the prophets 
foretold. 

C. Apostolic Teaching  
1. Peter in 2 Peter 3:3-13 

a. What if the fire in verse 7 is not punitive, but rather purgative?  
b. Peter uses the same term ("kainos") that John did in describing the "new heavens 

and new earth" (3:13). 
c. When God "destroyed" the earth with water (3:6), did it disappear out of existence? 

What it means is He completely rid the earth of everything that was evil so it could 
be repopulated by righteous sons and daughters of God, just as it will be when God 
"destroys" the earth with fire.  

2. Paul in Romans 8:20ff 
a. How can creation have hope if annihilation is its future? 
b. Doesn't pains of childbirth also suggest creation has a future? 
c. Paul is comparing the redemption of our bodies to the redemption of creation. 
d. It brings a meaningful dimension to God's land promise to Abraham's seed (Romans 

4:13-16).  See also Matthew 5:5; Psalm 37:11; Job 19:25-26. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

II. Comparisons of the New Earth with the Old Earth 
A. How will they be different? 

1. Revelation 21:1 says, "There was no more sea." The sea is where the evil beast came 
from; it was a symbol for evil to the Hebrew mind. That could be symbolic or it could 
indicate more of the new earth will be inhabitable. 

2. There won't be any procreation on the new earth. In the first earth, mankind was told to 
multiply, but that isn't what we're told about the new life. 

3. In the New Earth, the curse will be lifted. This earth is so fallen so wearied by it that we 
equate heaven with escape. But would we have any objections if we had ever seen 
Eden? 

B. How will they be similar? 
1. We are going to engage in and delight all of our senses.  
2. We are going to work.  
3. We are going to learn.  
4. We are going to spend time with friends and family. 
5. We are going to eat in heaven. 
6. Animals in heaven was a recurring theme with the prophets. 
 

III. When will the new earth appear? 
A. At the "coming" of Jesus (2 Peter 3:4); the "day of the Lord" (v. 10) 
B. Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 that we will "meet the Lord in the air" at His "coming" 

("Parousia").  
1. The word translated "meet" seems to have been a kind of technical term that described 

the custom of sending a delegation outside the city to receive a dignitary who was on 
the way to town (see Acts 28:15-16).  

2. The customary procedure was for the delegation to return to the city with the visiting 
dignitaries (See also Matt. 25:6). The term used for the arrival was "parousia’" 

3. We will meet Jesus in the air and the earth will be purged with fire. It will be liberated 
from the curse, not by being annihilated, but rather by being resurrected. Then Jesus' 
victory will be revealed in its totality as both man and earth are reconciled to heaven. 

 
IV. Why is the New Earth important? 

A. It is a declaration of victory. Jesus did not go to the cross just to redeem spirits, to live in a 
spirit world. He came to redeem everything the curse had corrupted (Colossians 1:19-20).  
If God must completely destroy His original creation, then at one level might it be said the 
devil had the last word? God takes things that sin has polluted and perverted, and not only 
does God make them new, God makes them better than new. Satan doesn't get the last 
word! 

B. It is a motivation to purity (2 Peter 3:11,14). Maybe one of the reasons we have such an 
inadequate commitment to sanctification is because we have such an inadequate view of 
heaven. 

C. It is an invitation to fellowship. Most of us think the whole goal of God is salvation.  What if 
salvation is not the ultimate goal but a means to another goal, one of fellowship?  
1. God has always wanted to dwell with His children.   
2. The Bible begins with that reality and it ends with that reality.  Everything in between 

Genesis and Revelation was God at work to restore fellowship with mankind. Rev. 21:3 
says, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them.'"  
 

One thing we can agree on is that ultimately, heaven is not about where or what, but Who.  
You and I will live with God!   
 

Adapted from “Amazing Place” sermon series by Rick Atchley of the Richland Hills Church of Christ 


