
 

 

Afterlife 5: Heaven is for Real 
Study Notes 
 
Why are thoughts about the physical almost always divorced from the celestial? It seems that 
most people think of heaven as vague or ethereal like a lot of the Eastern religions do. I believe in 
the afterlife we will 1) live in a material, tangible heaven with 2) material, tangible, physical bodies 
(although glorified and incorruptible), and that we will 3) serve a material, tangible, physical Lord.  
 
I. We will live in a tangible heaven 

A. John 14:2 refers to rooms (literally "dwelling places") and a place (coming from the Greek 
word "topos," from which we get our word "topography," the study of places). 

B. The Hebrew writer refers to heaven as a city (11:16; 13:14). 
C. O.T. prophecies and N.T. pictures of heaven speak of structures, dimensions, rooms and 

scenery, but we assume those descriptions aren't literal because the ancient belief from 
Plato and other philosophers (i.e., dualism - that spirit is good and matter is evil) is still 
influencing how we read the Bible. 

 
II. We will have physical bodies 

A. “We are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known, but we know 
that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him" (1 John 3:2). Whatever man becomes in 
eternity, whatever we are changed into, it will be like what He was changed into when 
Jesus was resurrected from the dead.  

B. See also Philippians 3:20-21. The risen Jesus is both the model for the Christian's future 
body and the means by which it comes about. 

C. Paul says we groan just like creation does, awaiting "the redemption of our bodies" 
(Romans 8:23).  

D. Our hope is not to be delivered from our bodies but rather to be delivered into our new 
bodies (see 2 Corinthians 5:2-5).  

 
III. We will serve a physical, corporeal Lord 

A. Unlike Lazarus and others who were merely resuscitated and were again subject to death 
in their original, corruptible bodies, Jesus was the only one who was ever truly 
resurrected. 

B. What was the nature of that resurrection – was only His spirit raised or was His body also 
raised? (Let me remind you that the grave was empty.) 

C. Remember the account in Luke 24:37ff where Jesus appeared to His disciples and invited 
them to touch His resurrected body to prove something: "Touch me and see, a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones as you see I have." Then He ate a piece of fish in their 
presence. 

D. Jesus told Mary Magdalene not to keep clinging to Him (suggesting the physicality of His 
body) after His resurrection because He hadn't yet returned to the Father (John 20:17). 

E. Other women who had gone to Jesus' grave "clasped His feet" (Matthew 28:9). 
F. Do we have a reason to believe He retained His human body when He returned to 

heaven? Yes.  
1. At His ascension, angels said He would return as He had left (see Acts 1:11). 
2. Paul refers to Jesus as the "man from heaven" (1 Corinthians 15:47). 
3. He tells Timothy in 1 Timothy 2:6 (ASV), "For there is one God, one mediator also 

between God and men, Himself man, Christ Jesus.” The passage doesn't literally say 
He was "the man," as if to address His identity; it said "Jesus Christ, man," that is, to 
address His character. He was human.  



 

 

IV. Clarification of an incidental point: Jesus was not always the "Son of God" 
A. I want to unequivocally and emphatically affirm that there has never been a time Jesus 

wasn't divine.  Paul told us in Colossians 1:19 that “in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell” (ESV).  

B. Prior to the Incarnation, the Old Testament acknowledges Him as one of the entities within 
the Godhead, claiming just as much a right to the "Elohim" and "Yahweh" titles as God, 
the Father and God, the Spirit.  You just don't see Jesus referred to at all as the Son of 
God in the Old Testament unless it is done in a prophetic way of something that will 
happen in the future.  
1. He was the “Logos” (Word) of God (John 1:1) and was the one through whom the 

worlds were created (see Colossians 1:16). 
2. Might He have been “THE Angel of the Lord”? (Genesis 16:7; 22:11; Exodus 3:2; 

Numbers 22:22; Judges 2:1; 6:11; 13:3; et.al)  
C. The book of Hebrews, written some 30-35 years after the resurrection of Christ, refers to 

Jesus as the Son of God (e.g., 1:1-3) which would be expected since that was a reality at 
the point of book’s writing. However, two Messianic prophecies cited in 1:5 from O.T. 
Scripture speak of Jesus "becoming" something. 
1. "You are my Son; today I have become your Father" (Psalm 2:7). 
2. "I will be His Father, and He will be My Son" (2 Samuel 7:14). 
3. How do you “become” something you already were? How can the prophets speak of 

this even in future tense if Jesus already held that position, past tense? 
D. The title “Son of God” is applied to Jesus 40 times in the New Testament, each of them 

after He was born. It seems to me that He didn’t become the Son of God until that point, 
the same point at which He was “begotten” of the Father. 

E. The Incarnation, the Bible implies, involved setting aside a status of equality with God on 
some level (Philippians 2:6-7), presumably associated with taking on a human form.  
1. What did that involve? Jesus had to “become” something He wasn’t before – flesh;    

to do that He had to have a body (see Hebrews 10:5).  
2. Because David and Samuel prophesied that one day God would "become" (future 

tense) a Father to Jesus, I'm suggesting that coincided with the point Jesus "became 
flesh."  

3. I would submit that this belief, while admittedly a minority opinion, compromises no 
core doctrine, but in fact is in total concert with the Incarnation and further emphasizes 
in our minds what Jesus gave up to take upon Himself the limitations of humanity. 

 
 
 

Adapted from “Amazing Place” sermon series by Rick Atchley of the Richland Hills Church of Christ 


