
Block Lesson #12
Skill Builder BOM
In this lesson you will learn how piece, quilt, attach your 
keyboard borders and add the final binding to complete 
your BOM quilt. 

Lesson Supplies

 ☐ Rotary cutter and rotary mat

 ☐ All twenty blocks joined together (58” x 72.5”)

 ☐ Hard pressing surface

 ☐ Iron and starch

 ☐ Elmer’s glue with fine tip or pins

 ☐ Chalk pencil or washable marking pen

 ☐ 1/8 yard each in five different colors of 
purple (or any colors of your choice)

 ☐ 1/8  yard each in five different colors of 
orange (or any colors of your choice)

 ☐ 3 yards in black (background/joints)

 ☐ 1 1/2 yards batting (with at least 
a 90” width of fabric)

 ☐ 3 yards backing fabric (or left over 
scraps pieced together)

 ☐ 3/4 yard binding fabric
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Cutting your Fabric
From your 1/8 yard of five purple fabrics cut:

 ☐ (1) 2” x WOF strip in purple color 1

 ☐ (1) 3” x WOF strip in purple color 2

 ☐ (1) 3” x WOF strip in purple color 3

 ☐ (1) 3” x WOF strip in purple color 4

 ☐ (1) 4.5” x WOF strip in purple color 5

From your 1/8 yard of five orange fabrics cut:
 ☐ (1) 2” x WOF strip in orange color 1

 ☐ (1) 3” x WOF strip in orange color 2

 ☐ (1) 3” x WOF strip in orange color 3

 ☐ (1) 4.5” x WOF strip in orange color 4

From your 3 yards of black background fabric 
cut:

 ☐ (2) 4” x WOF strips

 ☐ (5) 3” x WOF strips

 ☐ (2) 1.5” x WOF strips

 ☐ (1) 5.5” x WOF strip

 ☐ (4) 7.25” x 37.25” pieces (piece strips 
together to get (2) 7.25” x 74” pieces)

 ☐ (4) 5” x 35.25” pieces (piece strips 
together to get (2) 5” x 70” pieces)
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STEP #1

Piece together each colored WOF strip with one 
background fabric WOF strip like so:

 ☐ (1) 2” purple strip + 4” background strip

 ☐ (3) 3” purple strips + 3” background strips

 ☐ (1) 4.5” purple strip + 1.5” background strip

 ☐ (1) 2” orange strip + 4” background strip

 ☐ (2) 3” orange strips + 3” background strip

 ☐ (1) 4.5” orange strip + 1.5” background strip

STEP #2

Sub-cut the paired WOF strips into the appropriate 
pieces like so:

 ☐ Cut (4) 5.5” wide pieces from the PURPLE.

 ☐ Cut (32) 5” wide pieces from the PURPLE.

 ☐ Cut (28) 5.5” wide pieces from the ORANGE.

STEP #4

PIECING THE PURPLE LEFT/RIGHT BORDERS
Sew each purple keyboard piece together in order, with 
a scant 1/4” seam allowance and press the seams open.
Piece together one purple keyboard strip with one 7.25” 
x 74” background strip and repeat for the other side. 
Press seams open.

STEP #3

LAYING OUT THE PURPLE LEFT/RIGHT BORDERS
Using the layout guide on Page 3, lay the purple 
keyboard pieces out and rearrange them until you get 
your desired look. 
You should be using (14) 5” pieces and (2) 5.5” for 
each purple border. The 5.5” wide pieces should be 
positioned at the ends of the borders (this is so we have 
room to trim a little off after quilting).
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STEP #5

PIECING THE ORANGE TOP/BOTTOM BORDERS
The orange top and bottom borders are slightly different 
than the purple left/right borders. You will need:

 ☐ (14) 5.5” x 5.5” orange pieces

 ☐ (4) 5.5” x 5.5” black background pieces

 ☐ (4) 5” x 5.5” purple pieces

 ☐ (2) 5” x 70” black background borders

Layout your pieces for each border per the diagram 
above. Using scant 1/4” seam allowances, sew one purple 
piece to each end of the black borders. Sew one black 
square to each end of an orange keyboard border. Press 
all seams open. Finally sew a black border and an orange 
keyboard border together, press the seams open. Repeat 
this for both the top and bottom border.

STEP #6

CUTTING AND PIECING BACKING FABRIC
For your border backing fabric you can use left over 
scraps and piece them together. Or you can cut pieces 
from 3 yards of one fabric. I cut and pieced the following:

 ☐ (4) 12” x 40.25” (piece strips together 
to get (2) 12” x 80” pieces)

 ☐ (4) 14” x 38.25” (piece strips together 
to get (2) 14” x 76.5” pieces)

STEP #7

BASTING YOUR BORDERS
Layer the pieced borders, batting, and backing centered on top of each other. Baste the layers with your preferred 
method. There’s very little wiggle room in the borders, so be sure to baste very carefully! Pair the following layers for all 
four borders:

 ☐ purple border + 14” x 76.5” batting + 14” x 76.5” backing

 ☐ orange border + 12” x 80” batting + 12” x 80” backing

5.5” x 5.5” background 
5” x 5.5” purple piece

5” x 70” background

5” x 5.5” purple piece

5.5” x 5.5” purple piece

7.25” x 74” background
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STEP #8

Before you begin quilting, stitch in the ditch between 
the keyboard border and the black background  
border. Now it’s time to quilt the colored keyboard 
pieces and practice your free motion quilting skills. 
First it may help to get some quilting inspiration from 
online (here is a great Pinterest board). Then using 
matching thread, begin to quilt each colored piece 
freely with any designs you choose. I preferred to quilt 
a slightly different design in each piece.

STEP #9

A great way to fill the space on the black background 
border is by giving the appearance of additional 
“patchwork” through quilting. I added diamonds to 
my borders. To do the same you will need to first mark 
your borders with a chalk pencil. 
Mark lines across the width of the border, between 
each colored piece (each piece is 4.5”). Next draw a 
line down the length of the border 5” from the center 
seam.

STEP #11

Using a ruler, mark another diamond 1/2” inside the 
first diamond. Repeat for all of the diamonds. 

STEP #10

Using a ruler and the already marked lines as a guide, 
draw one diamond for every two colored pieces. On 
the purple left/right borders you should have eight 
diamonds, on the orange top/bottom borders you 
should have seven diamonds.

Quilting the Borders & Finishing

5”

http://www.pinterest.com/amlichner/machine-quilting-inspiration/


STEP #12

Next you will want to fill the space inside the inner 
diamonds with your choice of quilting design (I used 
pebbles and arches). You will start and end your thread 
inside the diamond each time. 
Then you will fill the space around the diamonds with 
quilting. The denser the quilting the more pronounced 
the diamonds will be ( I used very dense wavy quilting).

STEP #13

When the quilting is done, you will need to carefully trim 
the borders as follows:

 ☐ Left/Right borders need to be 
trimmed to 11” x 72.5”

 ☐ Top/Bottom borders need to 
be trimmed to 9.5” x 80”

*NOTE - Your joined, center quilt blocks should have 
measured 58” x 72.5”. If it did not, you need to either trim 
it to size or trim your borders. 

STEP #14

Now you will join the borders to your pieced block 
section which should measure 58” x 72.5”, using the 
same joining method we used in Lesson #11. You will 
need to cut the following from your black background 
fabric:

 ☐ (8) 1” x WOF (join all eight strips 
together to make one long strip)

 ☐ (8) 1.5” WOF  (join all eight strips together to 
make one long strip; press the long strip in half; spray 
with starch and then press with a hot, dry iron)

 ☐ Join the left/right borders first, then join the top and 
bottom borders. Refer to tutorial on joining blocks.

STEP #15

Your quilt should measure 80” x 92”. Finish your quilt off 
by binding it with your preferred method. You will need:

 ☐ (9) 2.75” x WOF binding strips (join strips together 
into one long strip, then press the strip in half ).

 ☐ Here is my method for binding. 

Congratulations, you have just finished your 2013 Skill 
Builder BOM quilt! Be sure to link up your finished quilt.
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http://pileofabric.com/2013/11/21/lesson-11-joining-the-blocks-skill-builder-bom/
http://pileofabric.com/2013/08/06/machine-or-hand-binding-tutorial-precise-binding/

