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Worship Part 1 

Worship Part 1 

Landon Rowell / General 

Fundamentals / Worship / John 4:23–24 

We will strive to answer the question "How do we adhere to the words of Jesus concerning 

worship" in John 4:23-24.  

  

Introduction 

Greetings... 

This morning we are going to begin a new series of lesson on the fundamentals. 

As Peter, inspired by God once wrote, “Therefore I intend always to remind you 

of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that 

you have. I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of 

reminder.” (2 Peter 1:12-13)  

We are going to begin with our first lesson on “Worship.” 

The focus of this lesson is to determine what it means to adhere to Jesus’ words 

in John 4:23-24.  
John 4:23–24 ESV 
23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to 

worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 

spirit and truth.” 

To answer this question we must examine the “whole” of God’s word i.e. from 

beginning to end. 
Romans 15:4 ESV 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we 

might have hope. 

We will begin by looking at our first point... 
 

Incorrect Ideas About Worship 

There is no need to worship. 

1. This philosophical idea states, “If God is self-sufficient he does not 

need human worship; thus, acts of religious devotion are futile.” 
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i. This ignores that God has actually commanded worship of Him, 

not because He needs it but because it affords man the best 

possible life here on earth. 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 NKJV 
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God 

and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all. 

Everything is active worship. 

1. This philosophy states, “All worship is emotional and because man is 

always emotional he is actually worshiping all the time.” 

i. This ignores the clear passages in the Bible that indicate people 

going from “not worshiping” to “worshiping.” 

Genesis 22:5 ESV 
5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 

donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and 

come again to you.” 

Acts 8:27 ESV 
27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a 

eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 

who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship 

We can worship however we want. 

1. This philosophical idea argues, “God has spelled out no formula for 

the worship of Himself.” 

i. I had a lady cut my hair one time that thought this way and 

preferred, what she called, “underwear church” after all God 

doesn’t care how you worship Him. 

ii. The Bible clearly demonstrates this ridiculous theology and it 

can be easily disproven. 

a. In 1 Kings 12 we read of the divided kingdom and the 

Northern Kingdom made Jeroboam king. 

b. Jeroboam “devised from his own heart” worship. 
1 Kings 12:33 ESV 

He went up to the altar that he had made in Bethel on 

the fifteenth day in the eighth month, in the month 

that he had devised from his own heart. And he 
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instituted a feast for the people of Israel and went up 

to the altar to make offerings. 

c. Roughly twenty times the Old Testament it states 

Jeroboam caused Israel to sin. 
1 Kings 14:16 ESV 

And he will give Israel up because of the sins of 

Jeroboam, which he sinned and made Israel to sin.” 

2 Kings 3:3 ESV 

Nevertheless, he clung to the sin of Jeroboam the son 

of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin; he did not 

depart from it. 

Summery 

Incorrect ideas of worship are extremely dangerous to the soul of mankind 

and is a sure fire way to end up in eternal damnation. 
 

What Worship Must Have To Be Righteous 

Worship must have God as the object of it. 

1. God is comprised of three personalities. 

i. God the Father. 
Ephesians 1:3 ESV 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 

the heavenly places, 

ii. God the Son. 
John 1:1 ESV 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 

iii. God the Spirit. 
Acts 5:3–4 ESV 
3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to 

lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of 

the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it 

not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at 

your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in 

your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 

2. It is “only God” that is to be worshiped. 
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Matthew 4:10 ESV 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “ ‘You 

shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’ ” 

3. This means we are not to worship “angels.” 

Revelation 22:8–9 ESV 
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I 

heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel 

who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, “You must not do 

that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the 

prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. 

Worship God.” 

4. This means we do not worship past “great saints.” 

Matthew 17:4–5 ESV 
4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you 

wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses 

and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright 

cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This 

is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 

Acts 10:26 ESV 
26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am a man.” 

5. This means we do not worship anything but God. 
Luke 16:13 ESV 
13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 

and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve God and money.” 

Colossians 3:5 ESV 
5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

Worship must have our all. 

1. It must have our full sincerity. 
Joshua 24:14 ESV 
14 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 

2. It must have our full reverence and awe. 
Hebrews 12:28–29 ESV 
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28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot 

be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with 

reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire. 

3. It must have our full trust. 
Acts 24:14 ESV 
14 But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they 

call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything 

laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets, 

4. It must have our full  focus. 
Ecclesiastes 5:1–2 ESV 
1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near 

to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not 

know that they are doing evil. 2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor 

let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in 

heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. 

Summery 

Jesus warned against worshiping God without our all into it because this 

half-hearted worship is vain. 
Mark 7:6–7 ESV 
6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it 

is written, “ ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far 

from me; 7 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the 

commandments of men.’ 

 

Conclusion 

The Word is abundantly clear that if we want acceptable worship we must worship 

the correct object “God” and we must worship with the correct attitude “our all.” 

 

Invitation 
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