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A Successful Life In Christ 

A Successful Life In Christ 

Landon Rowell / General 

Success / Luke 5:1–11 

Sermon taken from the book "Sermons For Special Occasions" by Tom & Bobby Dockery titled 

"Launch Out!" pg. 3-6 

  

Introduction 

Greetings... 

The Bible doesn’t record ever single thing Jesus did while here on earth (John 

20:30).  

In fact of the roughly 12,000 days Jesus was on the earth the Bible only records 

events which happened on just 34 of those days. 

This tells the student of God’s Word that the Holy Spirit felt these particular events 

were extremely important and of the utmost value. 

One of the events is found in Luke 5:1-11.  

In theses eleven verse Jesus laid out a plan of success for those disciples of his who 

had met nothing but failure. 

Today we are going to learn the “plan for success steps” Jesus laid out and how 

they can help us in our lives. 
 

Success Demands Preparation 

Jesus taught a valuable lesson on preparation. 

i. These men had prepared their nets for the next time they would use them. 
Luke 5:2 ESV 
2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of 

them and were washing their nets. 

ii. Jesus then tells them to “put out into the deep.” 

Luke 5:4 ESV 
4 And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into 

the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 

Preparation is needed for success. 

i. One of the hardest things to get people to understand is this point. 
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a. So many people are unsuccessful because they never start their 

goal out properly. 

i. There was no way these men would have been successful 

without first “putting out to the deep” where the fish were. 

ii. As God’s children we must prepare for success as a Christian. 

a. We must be prepared or ready for every good work. 
2 Timothy 2:21 NKJV 
21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will 

be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, 

prepared for every good work. 
Titus 3:1 ESV 
1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be 

obedient, to be ready for every good work, 

b. We must be prepared or ready to teach. 
2 Corinthians 10:4–6 ESV 
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have 

divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments 

and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, 

and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to 

punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete. 
1 Peter 3:15 ESV 
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 

being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 

respect, 

c. We must be prepared to bear the burdens of our brethren. 
Galatians 6:1–2 ESV 
1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who 

are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep 

watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s 

burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

Summery 

Before you can let down your net you must prepare to do so. 
 

https://www.logos.com/


Page 3.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 3:18 PM September 11, 2018. 

Success Demands Persistence 

These men had been fishing all night and had caught nothing. 

Luke 5:5 ESV 
5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at 

your word I will let down the nets.” 

Success requires a commitment to persistence. 

i. Even though they not caught anything all night they were willing to be 

persistent in this. 
Luke 5:5 ESV 
5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! 

But at your word I will let down the nets.” 

ii. This is a lesson that is so important and often lacking in the church today. 

a. How many of our brethren, that we know, have up and left a 

congregation at the first hint of struggles or trials? 

1. How can any congregation function properly if everyone 

abandons ship when the waves get rough? 

iii. The Bible is clear from A to Z about the need for steadfastness or 

persistence. 
1 Corinthians 15:58 ESV 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 

labor is not in vain. 

Summery 

Don’t get me wrong there are times when it is necessary to move because a 

congregation has “lost its candle stick” but many leave congregations that 

are faithful just because the “grass looks greener on the other side.” 

 

Success Demands Performance 

Preparation, patience, and persistence is wasted without performance. 

We see the men obeyed the Lord and performed the task asked of them. 
Luke 5:6 ESV 
6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and 

their nets were breaking. 
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Performing God’s Word requires faith or trust. 

i. Notice that Peter didn’t try and make excuses for “not obeying” even 

though he didn’t understand fully, he just obeyed. 
Luke 5:5 ESV 
5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! 

But at your word I will let down the nets.” 

ii. When we choose not to obey God we make excuses. 

a. “I can’t do it.” 

b. “It simply won’t work.” 

c. “It’s not worth it.” 

d. “What’s the hurry.” 

iii. Performance in God’s Word’s Word indicates we are have faith or trust 

in God. 

a. Abraham is a perfect example of such performance. 
Hebrews 11:17–19 ESV 
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 

he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up 

his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your 

offspring be named.” 19 He considered that God was able even 

to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, 

he did receive him back. 

Summery 

Our God demands performance from His disciples (John 15:1-2). 

We are expected to seek the lost, teach the Word, and help the needy. 
 

Conclusion 

If we aren’t... 

...prepared we will fail before we even begin to live up to God’s expectations. 

...patient we will be overcome by the things of this world and fail to live up to 

God’s expectations. 

...persistent we will fallback into complacency and fail to live up to God’s 

expectations. 

...performing we will be cut off when Christ awaiting an eternity in hell. 
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If we are... 

prepared, patient, persistent, and performing there awaits a glorious crown of 

victory for finishing the race and fighting the good fight of faith. 

The best part is we don’t have to do all this on our own, Jesus will be right there 

if we let Him. 
Matthew 11:28–30 ESV 
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” 

Invitation 
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