Search the Scriptures Vol. 23

Contents

OLD TESTAMENT STUDIES

LESSON 287 - THE MEAT OFFERING

LESSON 288 - THE PEACE OFFERING 

LESSON 289 - THE SIN OFFERING

LESSON 290 - THE TRESPASS OFFERING 

LESSON 291 - THE MINISTRY OF THE PRIESTHOOD 

NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES

LESSON 292 - SIGNS OF CHRIST’S SECOND COMING 

LESSON 293 - CHRIST TEACHES ON PRAYER 

LESSON 294 - CHRIST WARNS ON DANGERS OF RICHES 

LESSON 295 - THE CONVERSION OF ZACCHAEUS 

LESSON 296 - CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

SPECIAL STUDIES

LESSON 297 - QUIET TIME AND FAMILY DEVOTION 

LESSON 298 - PRAYER AND FASTING 

LESSON 299 - PERSONAL EVANGELISM
LESSON 287

THE MEAT OFFERING

MEMORY VERSE: “And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt” (Leviticus 2:13).
TEXT: Leviticus 2:1-16; 6:14-23

In the book of Leviticus, God gave the children of Israel instructions concerning the sacrifices and offerings required to be able to have fellowship with Him. Sacrifices became necessary because man sinned against God, and before he can be restored to the holy God, his sins must first be purged and atoned for. However, the sacrifices in the Old Testament only pointed to the supreme and final Sacrifice. 
Of all the different types of offerings in the Old Testament, the meat offering is the only bloodless sacrifice. It was made entirely of the fruit of the ground rather than the flesh or blood of animals because of its peculiar significance. It was called meat offering because it consisted of the normal food of the average Israelite. The word ‘meat’ in the context of this offering means food, meal or simply, grain. 

Question 1: What did the meat offering symbolise?
The meat offering was gratitude offering and it was symbolic of sharing or fellowship with God. It was a picture of a man who was at peace with God offering to God thanksgiving and appreciation. This offering only became possible after sin had been atoned for and man brought to oneness with God. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE AND PURPOSE OF THE MEAT OFFERING (Leviticus 2:1,2,16; 6:14; 9:17; 1 Chronicles 29:10-14).
Question 2: Point out the purpose of the meat offering.
Each offering that God prescribed for the children of Israel had its own purpose and significance. The meat offering was ordained to acknowledge God’s provision of daily sustenance, and to appreciate His gracious providence and faithfulness. Secondly, it was an expression of total dependence on God for the supply of daily food. Thirdly, it provided a poor worshipper who desired to draw near God in fellowship an opportunity to express his devotion to God at his own level. If he could not afford a heifer or lamb, at least he could sacrifice his meal of flour either raw or baked. Fourthly, it was an avenue to dedicate the fruit of man’s labour to God. The corn (wheat) or the flour produced from it were fruits of man’s diligent labour and they must be consecrated to God. Also, the meat offering provided sustenance for the priests who ministered at the altar. This is the same reason God commanded his people to pay tithes and offerings. “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10).


All believers in a Bible Church must be faithful in giving their tithes and offerings to God. Like in the meat offering where the offerer had no portion given to him out of his sacrifice, so the whole tithe belongs to God. The tithe is the least that God expects from New Testament believers. And, if we are faithful in giving it to God, there should be no lack of funds in the Church of God. 

Question 3: What is the significance of the meat offering?
The meat offering signified the absolute surrender and total submission of the worshipper to God. An individual who offered the meat offering was acknowledging that God is sovereign and worthy of worship. The sacrifice itself according to the custom of Old Testament nations was a gift brought to God as evidence of love, obedience and submission. In those days, if a person refused to bring presents or gifts to a superior, it was evidence of rebellion and rejection of authority (1 Samuel 10:27; 2 Samuel 8:2; 1 Kings 4:21; Matthew 2:11).


The simplicity of the meat offering is also significant. It agrees with the New Testament injunction that Christian giving should be done in simplicity (Romans 12:8). When we are giving an offering to God we must avoid all forms of pride, ostentation or attention seeking. Giving to God is an act of worship and it must be done in spirit and truth.

THE SCRIPTURAL PATTERN FOR THE MEAT OFFERING (Leviticus 2:1-16; 6:14-23; Matthew 16:6; 1 Corinthians 5:6,7).

The Lord gave the children of Israel a detailed prescription concerning the ingredients and variety of the meat offering. From this we learn that God wants us to be orderly and obedient to His instructions as we seek to worship Him. We must not substitute His will with our own idea or fancy if we want Him to accept our worship, otherwise our sacrifice will be in vain. 

Question 4: Point out the major instructions guiding the meat offering.
God directed His people as to the content, variety and prohibitions concerning the meat offering. The meat offering was made of fine flour, oil and salt. It was accompanied with frankincense which produced a sweet fragrance when burnt.


The offering could be offered as raw, baked or fried flour. At times, it was offered in conjunction with the burnt offering but it could be offered as a voluntary offering on its own. There were three types of meat offering: (1) raw fine flour with oil poured upon it (verse 1); (2) unleavened cakes or wavers baked either in the oven (verse 4), in a pan (verse 5), or in a frying pan (verse 7); and (3) fresh corn parched or roasted by fire but not burnt on the altar (verses 12,14).


Every kind of meat roasted must be seasoned with salt and either mingled or anointed with oil. Salt sweetens and, being an antiseptic, also preserves from corruption. This aptly pictured the sweetness and purity that should characterise our lives and the service we offer to God. Believers are the salt of the earth and as such, we are expected to sweeten our community and prevent it from spiritual and moral decay. This we can do by living exemplary lives and preaching the gospel in order to turn sinners from their wickedness to the living God.


The oil in the meat offering represented the presence of God and the anointing of the Holy Spirit. We can only offer acceptable service to God as we are daily energised by the Holy Spirit. His anointing turns that which would have been a mere carnal religious ritual to be a sweet smelling offering unto God.

Question 5: Why did God prohibit leaven (yeast) and honey in the sacrifice offered to Him?


God prohibited the inclusion of yeast or honey in the meat offering.  This is because yeast is a leavening agent. In the Bible, it symbolises sin such as hypocrisy, wickedness, falsehood, malice, etc. (Luke 12:1; 1 Corinthians 5:8). Though it is sweet, honey spoils and causes decay in baked products as a result of heat. Leaven raises the dough by filling it with air and as a result, the dough assumes a false size and becomes very soft. Sin acts in a similar way and produces such effects in the soul of man. A little sin, when permitted, will spread and weaken the spiritual life of an individual, family or a whole church. The sinner is also puffed up with pride and gives a wrong impression of his real worth. By prohibiting leaven and honey, God is telling us in symbolic language that our lives should be free from anything that can foster sin or spiritual decay. The sinless Lamb that would be sacrificed was equally depicted. The message for every believer is to live a life of sincerity, righteousness and holiness. “And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Timothy 2:19b).

SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES CONTAINED IN THE MEAT OFFERING Leviticus 2:1-16; 6:14-23; I Corinthians 10:31; 2 Corinthians 2:14-17)

In order to offer the meat offering, the worshipper was required to bring his offering to the officiating priest. The priest would take a handful of the offering, together with all the frankincense accompanying it, and throw them into the fire on the altar of burnt offering.


The remaining flour or baked cakes belonged to the priests. However, if the meat offering was being made on behalf of a priest, as was required, the whole offering would be burnt on the altar. 

Question 6: Point out some spiritual principles we can learn from the meat offering.

Looking closely at the meat offering we can learn some important spiritual principles. First, we should yield ourselves to God and consecrate all that we have to Him. The meat offering, being a bloodless sacrifice, typified the humanity of Jesus especially in the aspect of His perfect life which was wholly yielded to doing the will of God. Like Jesus, we should also live to the glory of God and do all things to please Him (I Corinthians 10:31)


Second, our Christian lives should produce a sweet savour of Christ to God and those we come in contact with. “For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish” (2 Corinthians 2:15). The frankincense of the meat offering produced a sweet fragrance when burned. Similarly, the sweet fragrance of the knowledge of God should become evident and spread through us in every place. By our good lives and holy living people should perceive the aroma of Christ in us.


Third, we observe that the oil of the meat offering was applied in a two-fold way. One, the flour was mingled with oil and also the raw flour or cakes or wavers were anointed or sprinkled with oil. The oil being a symbol of the Holy Spirit must be to saturate and fully work in our lives.  We must not be satisfied with the initial work of the Holy Spirit but ever desire and ensure the fulness of the Spirit in our lives and ministry. 


Fourth, our speech must always be free from corruption, but filled with grace and seasoned with salt, so that it can edify and minister grace unto the hearers (Ephesians 4:29; Colossians 3:8). The Words of Christ were gracious and so must be the words of His followers.


In the present dispensation, it is no longer necessary for believers to offer Levitical sacrifices such as the meat offering. The Old Testament sacrifices were mere shadows or types which God put in force until Jesus, the true antitype, would come to fulfil the purpose for which they were set up. In the New Testament, true believers are the priests of God and now we can offer spiritual sacrifices to God, partake of Christ and enjoy all the benefits of grace through Him (1 Peter 2:5,9; Revelation 1:6).

LESSON 288
THE PEACE OFFERING

MEMORY VERSE: “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1).
TEXT: Leviticus 3:1-17; 7:11-38

Our study focuses on the peace offering which was one of the sacrifices God ordained for the children of Israel. The others were the sin offering, the burnt offering and the meat offering. Each of them had its role. While the sin offering taught the need for and symbolised propitiation or atonement, the burnt offering represented the absolute yieldedness of man’s will to God’s; while the meat offering, through its homage, declared the loyal submission of the offerer, the peace offering symbolises the festive joy which pervades the souls of those who have come into union or communion with God. In addition to being tokens of submission and devotion to God, the Old Testament sacrifices were symbolical and typical. They pointed to and anticipated the rich blessings which the redemptive work of Christ would bring to true believers.  


The peace offering had three forms, namely, thanks offerings, voluntary offerings, and offerings upon the payment of vows. In particular, it was the most joyous of all the sacrifices as it was a representation of the blessedness and joyfulness of communion between God and man, a picture of the believer enjoying the benefit of Christ’s sacrificial death. It was offered as a symbol of fellowship and friendship with God in which the offerer and his friends, the priests and God feasted together as a mark of reconciliation and cessation of hostilities. This thought is borne out by the position of the peace offering in relation to other offerings. The peace offering often came last. This sequence gives an indication that a worshipper can only enjoy peace with God after atonement for his sins has been made and he has dedicated himself fully to God. 

DETAILS OF THE PEACE OFFERING (Leviticus 3:1-17; 7:11-38).

Question 1: State the purpose of the peace offering.


The peace offering was a sacrifice which an offerer brought to the Lord for the purpose of expressing fellowship with Him; for a vow to back up petition; or to show gratitude and give thanks for mercies already received (Leviticus 7:12,16).


The animal for the peace offering could be a male or female from the herds or from the flocks but birds were not allowed. From the herds, a person could offer a bullock, heifer or cow. From the flocks, he could offer a sheep or goat. Thus, we see that the offerer had more liberty to choose the animal he would sacrifice to God for his peace offering. However, the chosen animal must be free from blemish and the participants must also be free from ceremonial uncleanness.  

Question 2: Describe the details of the peace offering. 

The procedure for offering the peace offering was similar to other bloody sacrifices. (1) The offerer brought the animal to the tabernacle. (2) He laid his hand on the head of the animal. This was a symbol of the offerer identifying with the sacrificial animal and accepting it as his substitute. (3) The offerer killed the offering at the door of the tabernacle while the priest collected the blood in a bowl. (4) The priest sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about. (5) The offerer split the animal and removed the fat that covers the inwards, the two kidneys and the fat on them, the caul or lobe above the liver. Then, he handed over these portions to the priest. (6) The priest then burnt them on the brazen altar. (7) The offerer also removed the breast and the right shoulder of his sacrifice and hands them over to the priest. (8) The priest waved the breast before the Lord. This he did by carrying up the meat in both hands and moving them to and fro in the air. After waving the breast then he heaved the right shoulder. To do this, he carried the meat in both hands and moved it up and down. The waved breast and the heaved shoulder belonged to the priest. (9) The remaining part of the peace offering belonged to the offerer. He would prepare it and call his family and friends to eat it with him in the tabernacle court (Deuteronomy 12:5-12).


If the peace offering was a thanks offering, it was accompanied with meat offerings of unleavened cakes with oil, wavers anointed with oil, cakes mingled with oil and leavened bread. The whole offering must be consumed on the very day it was offered. There should be no leftovers. But if the peace offering was a freewill offering, the offerer had liberty to leave some of it till the following but not to the third day. 

Question 3:  Point out some peculiarities of the Peace offering

The peace offering had some peculiarities when compared with other sacrifices. One, it was the only offering in which the offerer was given a portion to eat with his family and friends. Apart from the burnt portion, which represented the Lord’s portion, and the wave breast and heaved shoulder which belonged to the priests, the offerer took all the remaining meat. Two, both priests and worshippers were prohibited from eating the fat of the animal used in the peace offering. Three, female animal was permitted for the sacrifice of peace offering. Four, leavened bread was also allowed in the peace offering. However, it was not to be burnt on the altar, but only to accompany the peace offering and eaten by the worshippers. The meal of the peace offering was regarded as a normal meal in which leavening agent did not connote sin or evil. Five, the offerer was at liberty to invite his relatives and friends to eat with him.

INSTANCES OF PEACE OFFERING IN SCRIPTURE (Exodus 24:5; Leviticus 9:4; 23:19; Numbers 6:14-18; 10:10; 1 Kings 8:63).


There are several instances of peace offerings in the Scripture. Sometimes the offerings were public offerings whereas in some cases they were private in nature. During the ratification of the covenant between God and the children of Israel on Mount Sinai, the leaders of Israel offered peace offerings (Exodus 24:5). Although as at then the ordinance of the peace offering had not been formally instituted, the children of Israel knew the principles contained in it and they offered to God of their own volition.  


Peace offerings were also offered at the consecration of Aaron and his sons into the priesthood as well as during the feast of harvest (Pentecost) (Leviticus 23:19-21). The peace offering at Pentecost was considered to be the holiest peace offering by the Jews. In order to underscore its importance, it is said that the priests killed the offering in the north side of the altar, rather than the south side as for the normal peace offerings. Also, only the priests ate the sacrifice of the peace offering at Pentecost.


Other instances of peace offerings include the feast of trumpets; at the end of the rite of separation by Nazarites; and at the dedication of Solomon’s temple.

SIGNIFICANT LESSONS FROM THE PEACE OFFERING (Romans 5:1; 14:3; 1 Corinthians 8:9-13; Ephesians 2:14; Revelation 3:20).

As we study the details of the Old Testament sacrifices, a casual observer may conclude that they are boring and irrelevant to believers in the New Testament era. However, we must remember that “whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4). There are rich lessons which we can learn from the peace offering.

Question 4: Point out some lessons we can learn from the peace offering.

In the first place, we learn that we should show gratitude and be thankful to God both for the spiritual and physical benefits we receive from Him. Gratitude to God should motivate us to sacrifice and voluntarily offer our substance to Him. Apart from the mandatory tithe that we are bound to give to God we should learn to give Him bountiful offerings as well.


Second, the children of Israel were prohibited from eating the blood and fat of their peace offering. The blood was poured out before the Lord and the fat was burnt on the altar. Bible scholars say that the Jews regarded the fat and the blood as the richest and choice portion of any animal. At least, we know that the blood symbolises the life of the animal. Giving these portions to God teaches us that God deserves our very best. The best of our possession, of our strength, intellect and time must be given to God without any reservation.


A songwriter captured this thought when he wrote:



“Give of your best to the Master 



 Give of the strength of your youth;



 Throw your soul’s fresh, glowing ardor 



 Into the battle for truth 

 Jesus has set the example;



 Dauntless was He, young and brave;

  

 Give Him your loyal devotion,



 Give Him the best that you have.”


Third, we also learn that although God gave the Israelites liberty to choose their peace offering, He gave them guidelines on their manner of sacrificing and eating it. This teaches us that even our liberty must be exercised within the limits of God’s will. In every area of our lives, we must always remember to use our liberty to obey God and live within the limits of His Word.

  
Fourth, the peace offering was consumed on the burnt offerings on the altar (Leviticus 3:5). This signified that the burnt offering served as the basis for the peace offering just as the believer’s peace the function of the atonement of Christ. This connection between the atonement of Christ and the believer’s peace is clearly borne out in the New Testament. “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us” (Ephesians 2:13,14). The self-sacrifice of Christ is the foundation of the peace subsisting between God and man.


Fifth, all the participants at the peace offering must be ceremonially clean. That was a picture of the internal purity that should characterise those who profess faith in the atoning blood of Jesus. We must be holy and pure in heart before we can enjoy peace with God. But for the wicked, God says there is no peace (Isaiah 48:22; 57:21).


The peace offering, just like the other sacrifices, has been fulfilled in Christ. So, we ought to be grateful to God because we don’t need to sacrifice animals anymore, neither do we need to live our Christian lives under shadows and types. Jesus is the Prince of peace and only He can give lasting peace to troubled souls. As we trust in Him, we are sure to have a three-fold peace: peace with God (Romans 5,1); the peace of God (Philippians 4:7); and the peace from God (I Corinthians 1:3). 

LESSON 289

THE SIN OFFERING

MEMORY VERSE: “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22).

TEXT: Leviticus 4:1-35; 6:24-30

In the book of Leviticus, five kinds of offering were prescribed for Israel. These may be subdivided into two sets: (i) The sweet savour or voluntary offerings consisting of the burnt offering, the meal offering and the peace offering, (ii) the non-sweet savour offerings consisting of the sin offering and the trespass offering.

Sin offering, the subject of our study, belongs to the Non-sweet savour or compulsory offerings. It concerns sins committed through ignorance or unintentionally. It should be emphasised at the outset that these offerings are not ends in themselves. They point to or typify the person and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to 2 Corinthians 5:21, was made a sin offering, that we may be made the righteousness of God in him. They reveal to us the manifold blessings accruing to us through the sacrifice of Christ and how our relationship and fellowship with God can be maintained through faith in Christ.

THE PORTRAIT OF SIN IN THE SIN OFFERING (Leviticus 4:2; Numbers 15:30; Deuteronomy 17:12; Psalm 19:12,13; Acts 5:28,29; 1 John 3:9; Hebrews 10:26,27).

The details of divine prescription for the atonement for sin committed in ignorance under the law reveals how God looks at sin.

Question 1: What lessons concerning sin can we learn from God’s prescribed conditions and remedy for atonement in the sin offering?

“Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through ignorance against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of them: If the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock without blemish unto the LORD for a sin offering” (Leviticus 4:2,3).
Firstly, we learn that sin consists of doing what God forbids or leaving undone what He commands. This shows that in all our carefulness concerning sin and its consequences we must familiarise ourselves with God’s commandments and ordinances in order not to contravene them. Acts against man’s institutions or prohibitions may not necessarily be sinful except to the extent that such institutions or prohibitions coincide with the precepts of God’s Word. Therefore, Peter and the other disciples did not sin, when, though strictly commanded not to teach in the name of Jesus, they chose “to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:28,29).

Secondly, sins requiring sin offering must be sins committed ignorantly or unknowingly (Leviticus 4:2). There is truly a sense in which it can be said that all sins are committed out of ignorance of what is in the sinner’s best interest. Here sins committed through ignorance refer to unintended violations of the laws of God. As soon as such infraction comes to his knowledge, the offender must offer the prescribed sin offering. He cannot suppose that his ignorance is an excuse for his sin. This understanding must have prompted the psalmist’s prayer to God: “cleanse thou me from secret faults” (Psalm 19:12). It also underlines the need for us to acquaint ourselves with the Scriptures, not merely read them, but search them diligently as those who seek their highest interests and welfare. Ignorance of the Word of God predisposes to sin and to foolish, hurtful tendencies, behaviours and lusts, which are guaranteed to drown men in destruction and perdition.

Thirdly, there was no remedy prescribed for sins committed deliberately, defiantly or in rebellion against the commandments of God. It was not conceivable then (nor is it now) that an Israelite of God would live in deliberate and continual disobedience to God’s express commandment. It is also affirmed in the New Testament that “whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God” (1 John 3:9). In fact, if those transgressions for which the sin offering made atonement were committed wilfully and in defiance, the transgressor should “be cut off from among his people” (Numbers 15:30). “For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries” (Hebrews 10:26,27).

Fourthly, for any of the offences for which he is required to offer a sin offering, the offender is also required to make a solemn confession, and pray a penitential prayer for forgiveness (Leviticus 5:5,6). Such confession and prayer it should be expected, must not be in a general, non-specific mould of “I have sinned”. The sinner must be particular and specific in his confession and prayer, mentioning the sin he knows he has committed and pleading for God’s forgiveness of the same. This assures him of pardon for the particular sin and arms him against its commission in future. In the trespass offering, we learn that atonement is not possible without repentance. We also learn that repentance alone cannot justify a sinner if there is no sin offering in place. It teaches us that man’s reconciliation with God has a human component (repentance, confession and prayer for forgiveness) and a divine part (provision of prescription of the blood of atonement).
UNIVERSAL NEED FOR SIN OFFERING (Leviticus 4:3-35; Job 1:5; Romans 2:11; 5:20; Galatians 3:19).

It is important to observe that the requirement for a sin offering covered all categories of persons – the high priest, the congregation, the ruler and the common man. This teaches us that no matter how exalted any office may be, it does not excuse or mitigate the offence of the person who occupies that office nor make his forgiveness possible without the prescribed process of sin offering. Thus, the high priest was not covered by the benefits of his priesthood nor the common man by his simplicity or low estate, “for there is no respect of persons with God” (Romans 2:11).
However, it is clear, judging by the various requirements for the sin offering for the various categories of persons that sin appears more reprehensible in the sight of God when it attaches to a person whose office and status place him in greater nearness to God and where such a sin is capable of negatively influencing or affecting others. As our Lord Jesus Christ put it, “that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes” (Luke 12:47,48).

Question 2: Why is the prescription for the sin offering was highest in the case of sin by the high priest? What does it imply for the believer, leaders and workers?
The law of sin offering prescribes the highest expiation for any individual person when it concerns the high priest (Leviticus 4:3). When a shepherd goes astray, the sheep are in great danger of being misled. The offence of the high priest is aggravated by the eminence of his office, his supposed conversance with the law and his influence on a large number of people. It is to be understood that until proper and prescribed atonement is made, the priest could not engage in his official duty as his sin would render his service unacceptable before God. The great contradiction of sin in the life of a priest, leader or Christian worker is highlighted in the Scripture: “Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?” (Romans 2:21,22). The Lord expects His appointed leaders to “deal prudently, [thereby] he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high” (Isaiah 52:13). 

For the sin of the priest, the blood of the sin offering was sprinkled seven times in front of the veil in the direction of the Mercy Seat which symbolised the presence of God. Some of the blood was put on the horn of the altar of incense. By so doing, the pollution, which the priest’s sin brought to his service, was put away. As in other cases, the remaining blood was poured into the base of the altar of burnt offering.

“And if the whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance… and they have done somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD… then the congregation shall offer a young bullock for sin” (Leviticus 4:13,14). The procedure for sin offering is the same for a whole congregation as for the priest. Possible roots of congregational sin may include ignorance on the part of leaders, wrong interpretation or understanding of the law or the pressure to adopt the prevalent tradition and culture among other congregations or people. Here, we learn that sins are no less sinful in the sight of God by reason of their communal nature. “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God” (Psalm 9:17). Sin, whether by individuals or groups must be repented of and atoned for. Sadly, some congregations or communities and their leaders would rather cite long-established tradition and the need for consistency as reasons to continue in transgression even after the error of their ways are clearly manifest.

Question 3: How can a person escape the pollution of congregational sin and the bad examples sometimes manifested by popular men?
Members of a congregation can verify the truth of their congregational practices by searching the Scriptures as did the Bereans (Acts 17:11). There is no excuse for congregational sin since the Word of God provides us the means of measuring our conduct both as individuals and as a congregation. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isaiah 8:22)

The sin offering prescribed for a ruler was “a kid of goats, a male without blemish” (verse 23). In the Old Testament, rulers were anointed by God and as such were expected to exhibit a godly walk before the people and apply their political and spiritual influence positively. This shows that God is highly displeased when rulers or men of influence among the people show bad examples by their attitude. He (God) is even more displeased when the people (congregation) follow such bad examples. In our present day, the immoral lifestyles, bizarre, ungodly dressing and sometimes blasphemous utterances by popular sportsmen and women, musicians and politicians fall into the same mould of examples and influences that corrupt the society and displease God. The believer must avoid such bad examples.

The common man was required to offer a female kid where the ruler offered a male kid (Leviticus 4:27,28). In all other respects, the procedure and requirement were the same as for a ruler. It is worthy of note that though the common man may be thought less likely to know the ways of the LORD than the ruler, yet he was to make the same atonement for his sin.  

   By the act of laying his hand on the head of the sin offering (Leviticus 4:4,15,24,29), the offerer was acknowledging the sacrifice to be his, that it was for the sake of his transgression (implying acknowledgement and confession of sin) and that his sin was being transferred to the animal. The animal’s blood was then spilled to make atonement. The sin offering points symbolically to Christ who was made “to be sin (offering) for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). The pouring out of the blood of the sin offering for the offender only typified Christ’s shedding of His blood as “the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world.” It is only in this perspective that the solemnity attached to the disposal of the sin offering would be properly understood. “Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be holy: and when there is sprinkled of the blood thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon it was sprinkled in the holy place. But the earthen vessel wherein it is sodden shall be broken: and if it be sodden in a brasen pot, it shall be both scoured, and rinsed in water” (Leviticus 6:27,28). The breaking of the earthen vessel, the washing of the blood-sprinkled garment, or the brazen pot, which had come into contact with the flesh, or blood of the trespass offering were to prevent their being used for any unholy or profane purpose.

Question 4: What kind of lifestyle is indicated for the believer by the disposal of vessels which came into contact with the body or blood of the offering?
This indicates the respect which every believer ought to have for the blood of Christ – not trivializing or profaning the blood of our redemption. The impact of his blood should be deep in our hearts not just on the garment of external pretensions of piety. Where the sin offering pertained to the priest or a whole congregation, the flesh of the sin offering must not be eaten but burnt without the camp (Leviticus 6:30). This burning depicts God’s utter revulsion for sin and its incongruity in a believer’s life as a member of God’s royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9).  

LESSON 290

THE TRESPASS OFFERING

MEMORY VERSE: “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses” (Colossians 2:13).
TEXT: Leviticus 5:1-19; 6:1-7; 7:1-10

In the previous studies, we have already seen that sacrifices or offerings occupied a central position in the Old Testament. Our present study focuses on one of those sacrifices, namely, the Trespass offering also known as Guilt offering.

The major differences between sin offering and trespass offering lie not so much in the sacrifices demanded for them (which are largely the same) as in the sins occasioning them. Sins requiring sin offering were more of a general nature.

Question 1: What is the difference between the trespass offering and the normal sin offering?
The trespass offering covered those offences which required restitution, especially in which an individual infringed the property rights of another person, or where a person sinned against God ignorantly in some specific areas. Like the sin offering, trespass offering was a mandatory, non-sweet savour offering. But it differed from the sin offering in that it covered some specific sins and, as such, it had to be regarded as a separate oblation on its own.

Question 2: Mention three instances of sin for which a trespass offering was required. What can a believer today learn from each of the instances?

In the first category were offences that did not involve material property but they still required restitution (Leviticus 5:1-5). These included: (1) Perjury or concealment of information in a case under trial; (2) failure to undergo ceremonial cleaning for defilement or contamination by dead animals or the uncleanness of man; and (3) swearing, rash vows and failure to fulfill promises.

When a person placed under oath, refused to tell what he knew about a subject, he was considered as guilty in the sight of God as the transgressor, for hiding a sin to which he was privy or for suppressing the truth which would have led to the acquittal of the innocent and the punishment of the guilty. Does this not resemble the error of the believer who does not bear witness to the sinner of the truth he knows about Christ? Our Lord Jesus Christ warned: “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32). On the other hand, the Christian is not expected to bear false witness but rather to walk “uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart” (Psalm 15:2).

A man was also guilty of a sin requiring trespass offering if he touched anything whereby ceremonial uncleanness attached to him. As soon as his guilt came to his knowledge, he must bring a trespass offering even though he was not aware of the uncleanness before and therefore neglected to do the prescribed cleansing or engaged in any religious service. This shows the need for us to repent of, confess and forsake any sin though committed unknowingly, as soon as the Spirit of God convicts us of the sin or neglected duty.


The third instance in which a trespass offering was demanded is for rash swearing. “Or if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do evil, or to do good, whatsoever it be that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these” (Leviticus 5:4). It appears from this that vows and promises require more serious thought and care before they are made, than is generally realised. Even where a person vowed to do an act which is evil, the law while not encouraging him to proceed to actually do the evil vowed, prescribed a trespass offering for making such a sinful vow or promise which ought not to have been made.  If on the other hand, he neglected to do the good he had promised or vowed, the law of sin offering prescribed that the offeror in every case “shall lay his hand upon the bullock’s head and kill the bullock before the LORD”.
The second category involved sins of ignorance concerning the holy things in particular (verse 15). The third category concerned sins of ignorance in general and the fourth category pertained to breach of trust, cheating and lying concerning lost and found articles.  


By instituting the trespass offering, God would have His people recognize the gravity of sin and the need to deal with it drastically. Sin must not be spared or excused for any reason – not even for the sake of ignorance or oversight. Once sin is discovered it must be exposed, confessed, judged and full restitution made, before the offender can be restored into fellowship with God.

THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE TRESPASS OFFERING (Leviticus 5:1-19; 6:1-7; 7:1-10; 14:12; 19:21; 1 Samuel 6:3; 2 Kings 12:16; Ezra 10:19; 1 John 1:9; Matthew 12:41; Ezekiel 18:30; Acts 17:30).


The trespass offering was God’s provision for the Israelites so that they could receive forgiveness for certain sins which required restitution. In order to obtain pardon for perjury, neglect of ceremonial cleansing and making rash oaths or vows, God commanded that the offender should first confess his sin. This implies that he must admit his guilt, be sorry for the wrong he had done, and turn away from the confessed sin. The part sinners and backsliders are required to play before the can be forgiven their sins today is not any different. Granted that Christ is the sin offering, the scripture says confession of sin repented of brings divine pardon. Imperatively, pardon for sin requires repentance from sin. Repentance is turning away from all known sind, change of one’s mind, purpose and action. It is exercising faith in the sufficiency of Christ’s sacrificial death and shed blood for remission of sin and accepting Jesus into one’s heart as personal Lord and Saviour. It is this great provision for our salvation that the trespass offering in the Old Testament foreshadowed.

After confession, the penitent worshipper was required to bring his trespass offering to the Lord. This offering could be a female from the sheep or goats; or else if he were unable to afford either sheep or goat, then he was permitted to bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons for a combination of sin offering and burnt offering to the Lord. If he be so poor that he could still not afford the birds, he could bring just one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering. Thus, we see that God permitted a wide range of materials for this category of trespass offering so that no one would be excluded or hindered from obeying on the ground of their being poor. Christ’s crucifixion fulfilled a divine purpose: that He, by “the grace of God should taste death for every man (Hebrews 2:9). For everyone, rich or poor, man or woman, literate or illiterate, etc. salvation is free! Christ, the Paschal Lamb, is your personal sin offering. Praise the Lord!   


After bringing the trespass offering in the Old Testament, the priest received it from the offender, killed the lamb or goat, collected the blood and sprinkled it round the altar. Then, he removed the fat, the rump, the fat that covered the entrails, the two kidneys and the fat on them, and the liver lobe to be burnt on the altar. The remaining meat was regarded as sacred and belonged to the priests, who were required to eat it in the holy place. The offerer was not given any portion in the trespass offering.


If the offerer brought doves or pigeons for his trespass offering, then the priest was required to offer one of the birds first for a sin offering and then the other for a burnt offering. For the sin offering, the priest would wring the head of the bird from its neck, but would not sever it. Then, he would sprinkle some of the blood on the side of the altar and pour the remaining at the base of the altar while the second bird was prepared for a burnt offering in the normal way. ‘What can wash away my sins? Nothing but the blood of Jesus’ so says a songwriter. It cleanses immoral and all evil tendencies from the heart of the penitent and washes him/her whiter than snow. The blood of animal sacrifice was only acceptable in the Old Testament for remission of sin.  


If the offender brought fine flour for his trespass offering, then the priest was to take a handful of the flour and burn it on the altar. No oil or frankincense should be burnt with the flour (unlike what obtained in the meat offering) because it was a kind of sin offering which was unsavory. After burning the handful of flour, the remaining fine flour belonged to the priest.

Question 3: Point out the difference between the trespass offering for offences that involved material property and that which did not involve material property.

In cases where the offences involved material property the trespass offering was quite different. In the first place no distinction was made between the rich and the poor. Each offender, regardless of his status, was required to bring a ram without blemish as a trespass offering. Secondly, the ram presented for the offering must be proportionate in value to the offence committed. Thirdly, the offender must make restitution and pay back what he had wrongly taken. Fourthly, he was to pay a fine which was one-fifth or twenty percent of the value of the material in question.


If the offender defaulted in the holy things or committed sacrilege by failing, for instance, to give God all that was due to Him, such as consecration of the firstborn, first fruits, tithe, firstborn of animals; or if a person employed such things that were consecrated for personal gain, then he was reckoned guilty. He needed to bring the ram for the trespass offering and, afterwards, make amends for the wrong and pay the twenty percent fine so that he could be forgiven. 

RESTITUTION: A TIMELESS ORDINANCE (Leviticus 6:1-7; Genesis 20:1-8; Exodus 22:1-7; Numbers 5:6-8; 2 Samuel 12:1-6; Luke 19:8,9; Acts 23:1-5; James 5:16).


The fourth category of sins that required a trespass offering pertained to misappropriation/unlawful possession of another man’s property. These include breach of trust, dishonesty, stealing and robbery, unjust gain, lying concerning lost and found item (making no effort to find the owner of it or deliberately keeping the item even when the owner is looking for it). These sins border on selfishness and greed for material possessions. God commanded that the guilty person make full restitution to the rightful owner, pay the mandatory twenty percent fine and then bring his trespass offering of a ram to the Lord.


Offences against our neighbour are also against God and His law. 

“He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law” (James 4:11). We may consider the person we wronged mean and inferior, yet, for not loving our neighbour as ourselves – one of God’s commandments – we have sinned against God. This moral law was never abolished by Christ. In fact, He reemphasised it. 
Question 4: In what arrears are believers required to make restitutions today?

If you borrowed money or some other thing; or if some material property is entrusted to your care, and you turn around to claim ownership through lying, deceit, forgery, or hatching of a plot to eliminate the owner, God is watching; and He would have you repent of your sin and make restitution. Duping or defrauding your business partner by falsifying accounts and documents is a sin against God as well.  Lying, deceit, false accusation, oppression (that is, withholding what is due or extorting what is not) keeping back stolen or found items, bearing of false witness, etc. requires restitution. In our text, restitution was done “in the day of his trespass offering”. No one is said to have fully repented who is still keeping other people’s property in his possession.  Zacchaeus was apt in obeying the commandments of the Lord (Luke 19:8). Some believers who collect tax or are in charge of finance in their establishments are sluggish in obeying God. Some indeed confess their fraud but are not ready to pay back what was stolen. A day of reckoning before the omniscient Judge is coming. For a clear conscience before God and men, Christ teaches that, “if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift” (Matthew 5:23,24). God wants every believer to correct all past wrong doings.

From the requirements of the trespass offering we observe that certain wrong doings need not be restituted to man because they have no direct injury on our fellow men. However in most cases, when a man sins against God, it also affects other people. The trespass offering settled God, so to say, but there is a need to settle with man whom we have also injured by our sin. Sometimes, the restitution may just be an exposure of the wrong done with due apology. At other times it may involve material reparation such as return of stolen items, refund of money embezzled, paying back just debts etc to their rightful owner. But complicated or delicate restitutions which can implicate others should be handled with great care and due counsel.  


The doctrine of restitution is timeless.  It was preached and practiced before the law, under the law, in the time of kings and prophets, and in the New Testament era. It is part of the law of God of which Jesus said, “till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass … till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18). Abimelech, a pagan king, only heard about restitution once and he promptly obeyed God (Genesis 20:1-14). Zacchaeus a notorious sinner who became rich by graft and oppression met Jesus, became convicted of his sinfulness and without being prodded, voluntarily made restitution. Why then do believers find it hard or are reluctant to make restitution? 

Some erroneously oppose and fight the teaching on restitution, regarding it as an element of legalism and seeking justification by works. But the scriptures are very explicit on this timeless precept and practice. Restitution is one of the first-fruits of genuine repentance. Therefore, refusing to make restitution could be a proof of fake repentance or substandard gospel which can still lead a person to destruction and perdition. Holding on to stolen items and enjoying the bounties of ill-gotten wealth without a pang of conscience after a so-called experience of salvation is certainly abnormal and unscriptural. If one is truly sorry for his sin, he will neither be comfortable nor have rest of mind until the offended party is pacified.  

Question 5: What is the relationship between repentance and restitution?

However we must remember that restitution cannot take the place of repentance. Without repentance restitution is unavailing. There must be genuine repentance first, and then restitution follows as the fruit. Similarly, repentance is not complete without restitution. The two are linked together. They must not be substituted for each other neither must they be separated.

RELEVANCE OF THE TRESPASS OFFERING (Romans 15:4; Proverbs 28:13; 29:24; Psalm 15:4; Malachi 3:8-12; Colossians 2:13).


As we study the trespass offering of the Old Testament, it may appear to be an obsolete, legalistic ritual that has no relevance to the modern believer in Christ. But in the trespass offering, we observe a variety of relevant lessons and application.

Question 6:  What lessons can we learn from the oblation of the trespass offering?
First, we learn how to deal with sin in God’s own way. Whether we are dealing with sin in our own lives or in others, we learn that there must be confession, repentance and necessary restitution if we expect God to pardon and totally cleanse us from sin. “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13).


Second, we learn that in God’s own estimation, the gravity of a man’s sin does not diminish with passage of time. A man remains as guilty of his sin now as when he committed it in the past (no matter the number of years that has passed). That is the reason why even unintentional sins had to be expiated, through the trespass offering, whenever a person became aware that he had sinned against God. Let no one be deceived that because several years have passed since he committed and covered up a crime that it has been forgotten and glossed over. God does not forgive or forget sins not repented of. Unless sin is confessed and restituted it may be forgotten by man but not forgiven by God. 


Third, we learn from the variety of offences covered by the trespass offering how we need to abstain from some common sins which people often fail to consider as grievous. For instance, we must not connive with others or cover up a crime. Many people help others to cover up their crime instead of reporting it. Maybe they are unwilling to hurt the offender who happens to be their friend or someone who has authority over them and so they are afraid of repercussions. Others do so because they don’t want to be labeled as talebearers. But refusal to report evil makes a person a guilt of sin before God. It makes a person a partaker in other men’s sins because “whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul: he heareth cursing, and betrayeth it not” (Proverbs 29:24). Reporting evil is not tale bearing provided we do so with a righteous motive.  


We also see the need to avoid being rash in making promises. If we make promises we must keep them or else, we become guilty before God. Now here is an area where many believers are often careless. We don’t often feel guilty when we break promises and fail to keep them – even in little things, to our children, spouse, in business and to other believers. We should avoid making promises that we know we cannot or do not intend to keep. At all times, our word should be our honour.


Believers should also avoid the tendency to rob God of tithes, offerings, devotion and service. These are the ‘holy things’ that God require from New Testament believers and we must give them promptly. We should also learn to consider lost and found articles as our neighbours’ property. We are not expected to take them as our own; rather, we are to return such articles to their rightful owners.


The oblation of the trespass offering has been fulfilled in Christ. He is our Trespass Offering and He has secured total pardon for us from God the Father. Through His sacrificial death on the cross at Calvary, He offered Himself as a lamb without blemish, once and for all. Now, if we trust in His atoning work, we can enjoy total forgiveness and release from sin.
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LESSON 291

THE MINISTRY OF THE PRIESTHOOD
MEMORY VERSE: “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession” (Hebrews 4:14).
TEXT: Leviticus 8:1-36; 9:1-24

After putting in place the tabernacle and the sacrifices, it was necessary that the officiating priests be inducted into the service to commence their duties. Therefore, our lesson dwells on the induction of Aaron and his sons into the priestly office which God had earlier prepared for them. 


The first seven chapters of Leviticus deal with the sacrifices as a means of gaining access to God. Chapter seven ends with what we may consider a summary of offering in that section (Leviticus 7:37,38). But from chapter eight attention shifts to the priesthood and its ministry.


In God’s plan of redemption, those who are estranged from Him do not only require sacrifices they need a priest as well. In the Old Testament, animal sacrifices and human priesthood were put in place as a temporary measure until Jesus Christ would come. For New Testament believers, Jesus became both our Sacrifice and Priest.

GENERAL FACTS CONCERNING THE PRIESTHOOD  (Leviticus 21:1-24; 16:11; Deuteronomy 33:10; 1 Chronicles 6:1-15).

Question 1: Highlight the facts concerning the priesthood.

One,
Significance of the Priesthood: The priesthood, in every respect, was typical of Christ and symbolical of Christians. The office itself, the garments and the duties performed by the High Priest were all shadows pointing to the actual priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The priests, sons of Aaron typified the believers in Christ (Romans 12:1; Revelation 1:6).

Second, qualification into priesthood: To qualify as a priest, a person must be a descendant of Aaron, free from bodily defects, properly married, not divorced and his children must be living right (Leviticus 21:1-24). These qualifications underscored the sanctity and dignity of the priest’s office. It was so serious that God commanded that if the daughter of any priest took to whoredom she be burnt!

Third, duties of priest: The priests offered sacrifices to God on behalf of worshippers. They took charge of the sanctuary and its services, and also they were the custodians and teachers of the law (Leviticus 16:11; Deuteronomy 33:8-10).

Fourth, means of support: The priests were prohibited from secular work so that they could devote their whole time to the sacred work committed to them. Their physical needs were met through offerings given by the children of Israel. These include (a) portion from some of the regular offerings of the people; (b) the redemption money paid on behalf of the firstborn; (c) the first fruits; and (d) the tithe of the tithes of all the Israelites.

Fifth, 
Brief History: God’s original plan was that the entire nation of Israel should be priests unto Him (Exodus 19:6). But they forfeited that privilege and God had to select the firstborn in every family to be the priest for the household. Eventually God chose a tribe, the tribe of Levi, and from there, the family of Aaron to be the priests in Israel.


God planned that the priesthood should continue in the family of Aaron for all generations (Exodus 29:9). Aaron was the first High Priest and his sons were the ministering priests. Nadab and Abihu died shortly after the institution of the priesthood because they offered strange fire before the Lord. Therefore only Eleazar and Ithamar were left to carry on the priestly duties. After the death of Aaron, Eleazar his elder son took over and the priesthood continued in his line for a while before it switched to the house of Ithamar. It continued in the line of Ithamar till the time of Eli the priest. At that point God decreed that the priesthood would be removed from the house of Ithamar (1 Samuel 2:30,35). Eventually, the priesthood was restored to the house of Eleazar during the reign of Solomon the king (1 Kings 2:27) and it continued there till the Israelites were carried to captivity.


After the return from captivity, Joshua the son of Josedech of the line of Eleazar was the high priest (Haggai 1:1; 1 Chronicles 6:15). However from this point onwards, appointment into the priesthood was no longer strictly confined to the family of Aaron. 

THE CONSECRATION AND COMMENCEMENT OF AARONIC PRIESTHOOD (Leviticus 8:1-36; 9:1-21; Exodus 29:1-46; 30:28,29).

The Lord directed the rite of consecrating Aaron and his sons into the priesthood. Before this time, everything had been put in place concerning the ceremony. The holy garments had been made, the tabernacle had been set up and the sacrifices had been appointed. After all the preparations, God commanded Moses to carry out the ceremony.

It was a public ceremony which venue was the door of the tabernacle. All the congregation of Israel were gathered so that they could witness the occasion. For the ceremony, Moses was commanded to take Aaron and his sons (Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar), the priestly garments, the anointing oil, a bullock for sin offering, two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread. Therefore Moses was the officiating minister at the ceremony, Aaron and his sons were the candidates. But in the subsequent ceremonies, the High priest and his assistant priests would carry out the ordination ceremony. 

Question 2: Explain how Aaron and his sons were consecrated for the service of the priesthood and the significant lessons for the church.

The ceremony began with the ceremonial washing of the members of the priestly family. Aaron and his sons were washed with water as a mark of purification. After this Moses dressed Aaron in the high priest attire. Then he anointed the tabernacle and all its furnishings. This act signified that those things were set apart to God should be considered sacred. The altar upon which the sacrifices would be performed were specially anointed. The anointing oil was sprinkled on it seven times, a figure of perfection and completeness. After anointing the tabernacle and the altar, Moses anointed Aaron and set him apart to God. Then he dressed the sons of Aaron also in their holy garments.

The next stage of the ceremony involved the sacrifices. First Moses sacrificed the bullock for a sin offering, followed by the burnt offering using one of the rams. Lastly the ram of consecration offering was killed and the blood of consecration was put upon the body of Aaron and his sons. Their right ear lobes, right thumbs and toes were marked with blood. The remaining blood was poured against the altar round about.  

Then Aaron and his sons were made to present a wave offering to God using part of the consecration sacrifice plus unleavened bread and oiled cakes from the basket. Moses burnt their wave offering on the altar. Next, Moses himself presented his own wave offering with the breast of the consecration sacrifice. He did not burn the wave breast; rather, he kept it as his own portion.

After ending the sacrifices Moses took of the anointing oil and of the blood on the altar to complete the consecration of Aaron and his sons. He sprinkled each of them with the oil and blood and with that they were ordained or consecrated into the priesthood. 

The last part of the consecration rite was for the new priests to eat the ordination meal and fulfil the mandatory seven days of consecration in the tabernacle. Aaron and his sons complied with the instructions that God gave them through Moses.

After their ordination, Aaron and his sons began to carry out their priestly functions. Aaron performed the first set of sacrifices, while his sons assisted him. He made the sin offering, burnt offering, meat offering and peace offerings according to the pattern and sequence that God had laid down. Then he pronounced the priestly benediction upon the people before coming down from the altar (Numbers 6:23-27).

DIVINE APPROVAL AND CERTIFICATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD (Leviticus 9:6,23,24; Exodus 29:42-46; 40:33-35; 2 Chronicles 7:1-3; I Kings 18:38,39).


After the inauguration of the priesthood, Moses and Aaron, the new high priest, went into the tabernacle. The purpose of their going in was obvious. They went in to worship God and to report to Him that they had done everything as He commanded. They also expected God to fulfil the promise he attached to the construction of the tabernacle, the institution of the sacrifices and the priesthood (Exodus 29:44-46).


We should learn from the children of Israel, especially their leaders, to take note of important details in the Word of God. They took note that God had promised to sanctify the tabernacle, Aaron and his sons with His glory. Therefore after the rite of consecration, Moses and Aaron went in to God with expectation.


As Moses and Aaron came out of the tabernacle and blessed the people, the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people. In addition, supernatural fire came from the Lord and rapidly consumed the burnt offering and the fat which were on the altar. This had a profound effect on the people. They shouted and fell on their faces in worship and adoration to God. 

Question 3: What is the significance of the fire from the presence of the Lord?


The supernatural manifestation of God’s glory and the miraculous fire from Him signified His approval of the priesthood and His acceptance of the sacrifices. This indicated that the sacrifices fulfilled their purpose and the priesthood achieved their end, which was to bring the people nearer to God. The people saw the glory of God and witnessed His power. Similarly after rearing the tabernacle, God commissioned it with the appearance of His glory (Exodus 40:33-35).


We should have a burning desire to see the glory of God and win His approval in all our religious activities. We should also long for the kind of effectiveness in ministry that will bring the people to whom we minister to experience God in a deep and profound way. Can we imagine the frustration and emptiness that would have overwhelmed the children of Israel and their leaders if God had not appeared to certify all they had done? All the sacrifice and labour involved in setting up the tabernacle, complying with the laborious details of the various sacrifices and the consecration of the priesthood would have been a wasted effort had God not given His approval. Yet this would have been the case if Moses and all who assisted him had not done everything according to the instructions that God gave them. But they kept to God’s Word and so God honoured and blessed them before the people. If we obey God, we shall also receive His approval.


Unfortunately many people today carry on multiplied religious activities without checking up whether they have God’s stamp of approval and acceptance on their lives and ministry. We should reflect on our lives and labour and make up our minds to win divine approval.    

Question 4: Mention other instances when fire came down from heaven in scripture and point out the false teachings that people peddle in connection with these supernatural manifestations. 

However, we must not misunderstand or misinterpret the supernatural fire that came down from heaven on this occasion. One, it was not to consume the Israelites but to approve their sacrifice and confirm that the priesthood was of God. Two, Israelites fell on their faces to worship God not because they were pushed down or told to do so. Rather the awe of the glory of God overwhelmed them and they had to worship Him. Three, other instances of fire coming down from heaven to consume sacrifices on the altar were for similar purpose and had same effects on the onlookers (I Kings 18: 38,39; 2 Chronicles 7:1-3). The people were led to worship God and fear Him. None of those instances resulted from a desire for vengeance or vindictiveness or attempt to display supernatural power for show and praise of men. Four, Jesus rebuked and corrected His disciples on the issue of bringing down fire to consume people who offend or block our way. The reference to Elijah was not a New Testament model for believers (Luke 9:52-56). Therefore a true believer should take the Words of Jesus as the final Word on this issue. Five, Rather than seeking a fire of vengeance to burn our perceived enemies we should rather desire a better harmless fire of God and pray in the words of the songwriter:


Burn, fire of God! My ransomed soul possessing;


Pure fire Thou art, and I would dwell in thee.


Light of my life, true source of ev’ry blessing, 

Grant all my days one holy flame to be.

Burn fire of God! By Thine own love transcending, 

Let all I hold be Thine, and Thine alone!

Heart, mind and will, a sacrifice ascending,

Consumed by fire from out Thy fiery Throne.


May the fire of God burn off all the carnal and spiritual rubbish that may presently be in our lives!
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Lesson 292

SIGNS OF CHRIST’S SECOND COMING

MEMORY VERSE: “For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day” (Luke 17:24).
TEXT: Luke 17:20-37

As the passion week of the Lord Jesus Christ drew near, He continued His journey towards Jerusalem, where He would be betrayed by one of His disciples and crucified by the Jewish religious leaders. While on the way, some of the Pharisees asked Him when the kingdom of God should come. The Pharisees, and indeed a great number of the disciples of Christ, were mistaken concerning the kingdom. They were expecting a temporal, political kingdom which would immediately deliver the Jews from Roman domination and also exalt the Jewish nation politically. They did not understand that Christ had to first suffer before coming to set up His eternal, glorious kingdom. 

Rather than fixing a particular date for His return to set up His earthly kingdom, He pointed out some signs that will announce the imminence of His coming. Christ’s response to the inquiry of the Pharisees is so important to the Christian faith that it forms the basis of our study this week.

Question 1: What do we learn from the answer of Jesus to the question of the Pharisees about the time of the kingdom?


From the response of Christ we learn that: one, the time of setting up the kingdom is not as important to a disciple as his being prepared for it. Jesus responded to a similar inquisitiveness of the disciples on another occasion by saying, “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power” (Acts 1:7). This shows us that all speculations about Christ’s second coming are unnecessary and wrong. Two, true disciples must watch and be ready in view of the coming kingdom. Three, we must be careful not to get deceived by impostors who would want to take advantage of our expectation of the kingdom. Such people will claim that they are Christ and deceive many unsuspecting victims. 

THE TRUE NATURE OF CHRIST’S KINGDOM (Luke 17:20,21; 10:9-11; Matthew 12:28; John 1:26; Romans 14:17; Colossians 1:27).
Responding to the issue raised by the Pharisees, Jesus first corrected their mistaken idea concerning the kingdom of God. Apparently, Jesus did not fulfil the Pharisees’ expectation of the Messiah. This was because of the obvious contradiction of their belief that the kingdom of God is only literal. Bible scholars say that the then great schools where the Pharisees received their theological views connected the coming of the Messiah with the ushering in of the kingdom of God. Against this backdrop, the Pharisees thought the kingdom would “revive Jewish political power, throw off the Roman yoke, and make the Jews the masters of the world.” 

Jesus pointed out the dual nature of His kingdom. He said “The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:20b,21). Saying this, Jesus was telling the Pharisees that the present spiritual kingdom of God does not come with outward pomp and great fanfare as is common with worldly kingdoms. In the same breath, He pointed out some signs that will show the nearness of His coming kingdom. This shows that the kingdom of God has dual nature.

Question 2: Explain the dual nature of God’s kingdom.
  
The kingdom of Christ has a present phase, which is essentially spiritual, and a future phase, which will be physical and literal. When Jesus said the kingdom does not come with observation but “is within you”, He was referring to the present, spiritual dimension of the kingdom wherein Jesus Himself is actually King and Ruler over the hearts of His true disciples worldwide. This spiritual phase of the kingdom of God does not come with fanfare. It is the kingdom of which the Bible says it is not meat and drink; but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17). Of it, Jesus told Nicodemus, “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit” (John 3:8).


When a person gets born again, through repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, he becomes a partaker of the kingdom of God. But the Pharisees and majority of the Jewish people were ignorant of the spiritual kingdom of God and, as such, did not submit themselves to the Lordship of Christ. They were so pre-occupied with the coming kingdom that they missed the glory of the present spiritual kingdom.

THE CERTAINTY OF CHRIST’S SECOND COMING (Luke 17:22-25; Matthew 24:27; John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4; Acts 1:9-11; Revelation 1:7; 2:25; 3:11; 16:15; 22:7,12,20).
The Lord, in His great love, would not hide the greatest event on His programme for Israel, the church and for the world, hence, the declaration. His second coming will not be a secret affair; the whole world will know of it. The Lord has said as much during His earthly ministry and after His ascension. In the book of Revelation alone, the declaration is made seven times (Revelation 1:7, 2:25; 3:11; 16:15; 22:7,12,20). In fact, the book of Revelation opens and closes with the proclamation. This signifies that certainly, the Lord is coming back. 
His second coming is prophetic. Prophecy is the prediction of coming events. The Bible could otherwise be referred to as the book on prophecy as one-fifth of it dwells on prophecy. Of this figure, one-third deals with the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Question 3: Explain the reasons behind the certainty of Christ’s second coming?

Actually, there are six hundred and sixty general prophecies in Scriptures. Concerning Christ, there are three hundred and thirty-three prophecies, which are further divisible into two – His First and Second Advents. His birth, miracles, death and resurrection were all prophesied. Two hundred and twenty-four of those prophecies are still to be fulfilled because they relate to His Second Coming. Forty Old Testament prophets prophesied about Christ and thirty-six of those prophets talked about His Second Coming. It means then, that if the prophecies concerning the first coming of Christ were fulfilled, certainly, the prophecies concerning His second coming will be fulfilled, too. It also means that the Second Advent of Christ must be very important to occupy such a central place in the Scriptures.
In the Old Testament alone, over 1,500 passages make reference to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Also, in the New Testament, one out of every twenty-five verses directly refers to the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself mentioned His Second Coming twenty-one times. In addition, in the New Testament, there are over fifty admonitions to be ready for the return of the Lord. Every time the first coming of Christ is mentioned, His Second Coming is mentioned eight times. 

From the above analysis, it is clear that the Second Coming of Christ is the major theme in the Word of God. The Word of God sufficiently reveals that Christ’s return is imminent. He came the first time in humiliation; He will come the second time in exaltation. He came the first time to give us grace; He will be coming the second time with glory. He came the first time and was tossed to and fro by the power that be but He will come the second time as the Ruler to rule the world with a rod of iron.


SIGNS OF CHRIST’S SECOND COMING (Luke 17:26-30; 21:25-33; Genesis 19:17-26; Matthew 24:4-42; Mark 13:24-27; Isaiah 9:6,7; 61:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:11-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-54).


Jesus gave a hint of the coming, literal kingdom by pointing out the signs that will indicate its imminence. No doubt, Jesus is coming again to set up a literal kingdom which will be a golden age characterised by unprecedented peace, prosperity and righteousness. Remarkably, the second coming of Christ is a fact that has been confirmed in the scriptures by the prophets, the Lord Himself, angels and the apostles. Just as the first part of the Messianic prophecies was fulfilled so surely will the second part be fulfilled. In spite of the fact that neither angels nor man knows the time or hour when He will return, the testimonies and prophecies in scriptures point to the fact that Christ will come again, and that very soon. 

However, it is necessary to state that before this happens, He will first descend from heaven and catch away the true believers to heaven. This is what is commonly called the Rapture, which Paul the apostle called a mystery that God had since revealed to His saints (1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). The Rapture is called a mystery because it was not known or talked about in the Old Testament prophecies. God reserved the secret exclusively for the Church age.

Question 4: What do you understand by the term “rapture”? 

The rapture is the catching away of all true believers in Christ to meet the Lord in the air, and this will take place “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye”. At this time, the Lord Jesus Christ will descend from heaven with a great shout and the sound of God’s trumpet but will not be visible to the inhabitants of the earth. His mission then will be to resurrect, in a flash, all the saints who had died with new, glorified bodies while those who are alive will be changed so that they will become immortal. Then they will all be taken up to be with Jesus in the air. 


The rapture will take place so rapidly that sinners and backslidden believers will not have time to adjust their lives. They will be left behind to face the great tribulation which will be masterminded by Satan and the antichrist, and made more intense by God’s direct judgement on them. At the end of the seven-year tribulation period Christ will come back to the earth with the saints to establish His literal millennial kingdom. This coming again to the earth is what is commonly called the second coming. The rapture and the second coming are two different events, and they also differ in their purposes.


Jesus pointed out the signs that would signal the approach of His second coming. First, He said there will be religious deception and false claims of His appearance in one location or the other. Also He emphasised that the prevailing condition at the time just before He comes will be similar to the situation in the days of Noah and Lot. Very clearly then, the days before the coming of Christ will witness false security, extreme carnality, sensuality and pre-occupation with materialism, worldly labours and pleasure seeking. There will also be violence, widespread corruption, immorality and perversion such as sodomy, lesbianism, and general lack of regard for modesty. These conditions prevailed in the days of Noah and Lot.


Question 5: Point out the signs that will signal the coming of the Lord.

Apart from the social and moral condition that will prevail before Christ comes, there are also signs on the political, religious, economic and cosmic spheres.  There will be (1) wars and rumours of war, both locally and internationally. (2) Famine and general economic recession. (3) Earthquakes. (4) Pestilences – both epidemic and pandemic. (5) Persecution of believers and in some cases, martyrdom. (6) Backsliding from and lukewarmness in the faith. (7) More people given to pleasure-seeking and merry-making than those seeking the Lord. (8) Preponderance of false prophets and teachers on the prowl to deceive even unsuspecting believers. (9) Personal and corporate apostasy. 


All over the world, we are already witnessing most of these signs. But they will increase in frequency and intensity as the second coming draws closer. Meanwhile the rapture, which must take place before the second coming, is more imminent and believers ought to get prepared. 


While Jesus spoke about His second coming, He also hinted of the destruction and desolation of Jerusalem which would take place shortly after His ascension. This prediction was fulfilled in AD 70 when General Titus laid siege on Jerusalem and destroyed it. This kind of prediction, which speaks of two events as though they are the same and single event is best understood by applying the law of double reference in scripture. We see this on many occasions in the Bible. For example: God talking to the serpent and Satan in Eden (Genesis 3:14-15); prediction of the first advent of Christ and His millennial reign (Isaiah 61:1-11); reference to the prince of Tyrus and the king of Tyrus or Satan (Ezekiel 28:1-19); etc.

PREPARATION FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD (Luke 17:31-37; 21:34-36; Matthew 24:42; 25:13; Mark 13:33; I Thessalonians 5:6,23;  Luke 12:40; Revelation 16:15; Philippians 4:5; John 5:8; Luke 19:15; Revelation 3:11).  

In view of the imminence of the second coming of Christ believers should be prepared and be ready for the rapture. 
Question 6: How can believers prepare for the coming of the Lord? 

One, we should ensure that our Christian experiences of salvation, sanctification and baptism in the Holy Ghost are still intact. We must not only profess the Christian faith but we must also be sure that we have the genuine experience.  


Two, we must watch and pray. We are to watch over every aspect of our lives lest we lapse into unbelief, worldliness or carnality. We should be prayerful lest we become lukewarm and lose the consciousness of Christ’s coming. We should also pray for grace to continue the Christian race. We must watch our words, actions, thoughts, character and habits.

Three, we must be holy and blameless. Four, we should be busy preaching the Word, serving God fervently and faithfully. Five, we must guard against religious deception and compromise in our lives. The vigilant saint will not rush after every new sensation in religion. This is because there is so much satanic deception and strong delusion in the religious arena and there is the need to judge every teaching or experience using the scriptures as our yardstick. 

Six, we are to heed the warning of Christ, “Remember Lot’s wife”. This implies that we must not allow our hearts to be filled with materialism and worldliness. We must not look back or doubt the Word of God on any issue pertaining to life or ministry. Seven, believers must be sober, spiritually alert and self-controlled until Jesus comes. 

Question 7: What are the rewards awaiting faithful believers in Christ at the end?

 The Lord will reward those who are faithful till He comes. They will be honoured (Luke 12:37); they will be with Him in glory (John 14:2,3; Colossians 3:4) and they will receive a crown of glory that fades not away (I Peter 5:4).  

LESSON 293

CHRIST TEACHES ON PRAYER

MEMORY VERSE: “And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). 

TEXT: Luke 18:1-14

Jesus is the greatest Teacher who ever lived. He taught His disciples several unforgettable lessons on different topics, including the subject of prayer. Before giving the disciples precepts on prayer, He practiced and demonstrated before them a regular habit of prayer and communion with God. He was not like many who do not practice what they teach others.


In our text, Jesus encourages us to pray and assures us of definite answers to our prayer. But He also points out defects that can make our prayers futile and distasteful to God. We need to learn the principles and practice of effective prayer from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Question 1: What is prayer?
Prayer is communion with God. It is talking or crying to God for help; it is seeking the favour of or fellowship with God. Prayer involves adoration, praise and worship, thanksgiving, intercession and supplication. During prayer a man pours out his heart and emotional feelings to God either verbally or mentally (I Samuel 1:10-17; 7:9). From the parables of Jesus in our text we learn the need for fervency, importunity, and humility in prayer.

GOD’S PROMISES TO ANSWER PRAYER (Luke 18-1-8; 11:5-13; Isaiah 65:24; Jeremiah 33:3 Matthew 7:7-11; Mark 11:24; John 14:14; 15:7; I John 3:22).

The Bible is replete with passages where God promises us of answered prayers. He assures us that though the answer to our prayers be delayed, our prayer will not be denied, provided we ask according to His will and pray in faith. Jesus told the parable of the unjust judge and the importunate widow to teach His disciples the necessity of constant prayers. “And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1).

In our text, Jesus pointed out the necessity of importunity in prayer.  To drive the point home, He used the parable of an unjust judge who was compelled by a widow’s importunate pleading to grant her justice. The key point in the parable is that if a wicked, unjust and heartless man, who neither feared God nor regarded man could be compelled to grant the petition of a poor widow then God, who is just and compassionate, can be depended upon to grant the requests of His own people. 


God has promised to answer our prayers and we can depend upon Him to fulfil His Word . The promises of God should encourage us to pray more and expect answers from Him. Here He says, “And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily” (Luke 18:7,8). God is always compassionate and moved when we are faced with the problems of life. He is ever ready to proffer help and solution when we are in one predicament or the other. But He expects us to pray and call upon Him to grant our request.  

Question 2: Mention some lessons on prayer we can learn from the parable of the unjust judge.

From the parable of the unjust judge we learn that God may sometimes allow the answer to our prayers to be delayed for reasons we may not fully understand. Such divine delays are not intended to discourage or punish us; rather they are designed for our good and growth in faith. Delayed blessing is a common feature of God’s training programme for His children and we should not expect ourselves to be exempted from such experience (Daniel 10:2,3, 12-14; John 11:3-6; James 5:7-11).


Also, we learn that we must not give up praying or lose hope simply because the answer to our prayer is slow in coming. Rather, we must intensify our petition and patiently wait for God to act. Besides,  Jesus hinted at the role of faith in prayer.  He said, “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” (Verse 8b). This question, posed by Jesus, should propel each believer to develop his or her faith because importunate praying can only thrive when we have faith that we shall receive what we are waiting on God for.    


The children of Israel continued to march around Jericho wall for seven days without giving up (Joshua 6:12-16); Elijah kept praying for rain even when his servant reported that there was no evidence or sign of clouds upon the sea (1 Kings 18:41-45). We too, must learn to persevere and persist in prayer until the answer comes. If we must receive anything from God, faith with persistent prayer is the key with which we can open the door of His store house. 

HINDRANCES TO PRAYER (Luke 18:9-14; Psalm 66:18; proverbs 21:13; 28:9; Zechariah 7:13; Matthew 6:5-8; Mark 11:25,26; James 4:3).


Jesus also gave the parable of the Publican who went to the temple to pray. The prayer of the Pharisee was of no effect but the prayer of the Publican was answered. In this story Jesus showed us some reasons why seemingly good and long prayers are sometimes unanswered.


The Pharisees prided themselves as religious people and they exalted themselves, trusted in their own piety and despised others. They practised ostentation in religion and felt they were better than every other person in devotion to God. However, they were shallow and insincere, full of hypocrisy and self-conceit. They had so much evil in their personal lives but they covered up their dirty inner life with outward show of piety. For this reason, Jesus called them “whited sepulchres” or decorated graves which appear beautiful on the outside but the inside is full of dead men bones (Matthew 23:27,28).


On the other hand, Publicans were notorious sinners. They were Jews who, for the sake of financial reward and opportunity to extort and amass wealth, defied the wrath of their fellow countrymen to work for the colonial Roman authorities as tax collectors. They did not pretend to be religious or righteous. They were conscious of their sinful nature and were open about it. The believer who wants to receive from God must be sincere to himself and God the Father. We should not render our prayers to God under the umbrella of pretence or else, we will be rejected and thrust away in our hypocrisy.  

Question 3: Point out the differences between the Pharisees and the Publicans.

However both the religious Pharisees and the profligate Publicans needed God’s salvation before they could have part in God’s kingdom. They needed to have faith, pray and call on God before they could be justified. They were similar insomuch as all men have sinned and come short of the glory of God. There was no difference between the Pharisee and the Publican until they began to pray.


As the Pharisee and the Publican began to pray, the difference between them became manifest. The Pharisee held on to his religious hypocrisy, boastful pride and contempt of others. But the Publican humbled himself, confessed and renounced his sin, pleaded for mercy and put all his hope of justification in God. The Publican was justified rather than the Pharisee. God hates all forms of self-exaltation, pride, ostentation and hypocrisy.

Question 4: Mention the possible hindrances to prayer.
  
God is not only interested in the fervency of our prayers, He is concerned about our attitude when we pray. No matter how fervent, frequent, importunate and well-phrased our prayer may be; they will not be answered unless we have the right attitude. The reasons many people pray and do not receive answers include (1) lack of sincerity in prayer. Whenever we are conscious of sin in our lives but pretend and pray as if we are not, then we are insincere. Also, when we speak words that do not proceed from our hearts, probably because we have memorized the words or in an attempt to impress those who are listening to us, we are engaging in pharisaic prayer. (2) Self righteousness. If we hinge our prayer on our self-righteousness thinking that our exceptional acts of piety and frequent goodness should qualify us for God’s merit and answer, then we err in prayer (Luke 18:11,12). (3) Religious pride, ostentation and contempt of others (Matthew 6:5-8). (4) Hypocritical lifestyle. (5) Unbelief or doubt (James 1:6,7). (6) Secret sin (Psalm 66:18). (7) Stubbornness (Zechariah 7:13). (8) Neglect of mercy to the poor (Proverbs 21:13). (9) Refusal to hear and despising the Word of God (Proverbs 28:9). (10) Asking wrongly, that is, with selfish motive (James 4:3). (11) Unforgiving spirit and critical attitude (Mark 11:25, 26).


Sometimes our prayers are not answered exactly the way we expect because what we are asking is not in agreement with God’s will for our lives. At such times, God conveys His mind to us as we further wait on Him in prayer. For instance, many godly men in the Bible have had their requests turned down or re-structured by God. Moses’ requests to see God’s face (Exodus 33:20) and Paul’s request for the removal of his thorn in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12:8,9) were turned down by God. But He gave both of them something more satisfying. Whenever our prayers seem to be hindered we should not be discouraged. Rather we should examine our lives to see if there be any hidden thing that could constitute a hindrance. If we discover any sin then we must repent and make restitution where necessary so that we can have a clear conscience before God and man. “Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight” (I John 3:21,22).

CONDITIONS OF ANSWERED PRAYER (Luke 18:13-14; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Psalm 17:1; Jeremiah 29:13; Mark 11:24; 9:23; John 14:13,14; 16:23-27; James 5:16; I John 3:22).


From the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, we observe that there are certain conditions we must fulfil in order to have our prayers answered. The Publican was justified by praying to God in genuine repentance and faith. Even though he was a sinner, he obtained mercy and clearance from God. In a similar way, we can receive whatever we desire from God through prayer only if we can fulfil the conditions. 

Question 5: What are the conditions of effective prayer?
  
Many people erroneously think that God will hear and answer their prayers because they pray long, assume a particular posture or shout and demonstrate in their prayer. Some even think that once we join fasting with prayer or go to pray in a particular location then we will automatically receive answers. But the story of the Pharisee and Publican shows that this is not always true. The Pharisee fasted at least twice a week or one hundred and four days in a year. He prayed right in the temple, and he stood up to pray.  In spite of all these his prayer was turned down. What then are the conditions for our prayer to be answered?


One, there must be genuine contrition, humility and repentance (2 Chronicles 7:14). Two, we must be sincere and whole-hearted. Our prayer must not proceed out of feigned lips (Psalm 17:1; Jeremiah 29:13). Three, we must pray in faith, without doubting (Mark 11:24; 9:23; James 1:6). Four, our prayer must be directed to God the Father in the name of Jesus and empowered by the Holy Ghost (John 14:13-14; 16:23-27). Five, we must pray according to the will of God and ensure that our lives conform to His will as well (I John 5:14; Matthew 26:42; James 5:16). Six, we must be living in obedience to God (I John 3:22). Seven, we must persevere in prayer and refuse to lose hope (Luke 18:1).


While Jesus was teaching on prayer, some parents brought their infants to Him that He might touch them. It was said to be a common practice for rabbis to touch infants as a mark of blessing. But the disciples rebuked those who brought infants to Jesus.


The disciples inadvertently were dismissing from Jesus those who had deep desire and great need in their lives. They probably thought they were helping Jesus to keep what they considered an unnecessary item out of His schedule. They felt that infants were insignificant in the ministry of Jesus. But the Lord corrected them and pointed out that children should not be discouraged from coming to Him. Gehazi attempted to do a similar thing to the Shunamite woman who held on to Elisha’s feet in the moment of her distress (2 Kings 4:27).

Question 6: In what ways can we be a hindrance and prevent others from coming to Christ?

We should be careful lest we become a hindrance to others as they seek to come to God. We must be sensitive to God and His Spirit lest in our bid to serve God we turn away sincere seekers after eternal life. This can happen when we misjudge the motive of people and act harshly towards them. We may also become so bent on our religious traditions that we are so unwilling to accommodate novices who may not be immediately prepared to conform to our expectations. Moreover we must not neglect our children both at home and in the church. They must be well provided for both in terms of facilities and manpower otherwise they may become discouraged and feel insignificant in God’s kingdom.


Jesus recommended that we become converted and develop child-like qualities before we can enter the kingdom of God. Here Jesus is talking about being simple (not foolish), teachable (but not gullible), receptive and free from malice like children. If we are full of such qualities, Jesus said, we shall be qualified to partake in the kingdom of God.

Correction: replace (affluence) with (popularity) after question 5
LESSON 294

CHRIST WARNS ON DANGERS OF RICHES 

MEMORY VERSE: “But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition” (1 Timothy 6:9).
TEXT:  Luke 18:18-34

The subject of riches or wealth is so important that believers should have a balanced, scriptural view on it. Our text is just one of the several instances on which Jesus taught His disciples on the dangers inherent in the misuse of earthly riches. Great dangers are inseparably linked with personal accumulation of worldly wealth. Therefore Jesus warned His disciples so that the rich, who had wealth, and the poor who craved to be rich, could beware and avoid the snare which earthly riches could bring to their souls. 
Question 1: Did Jesus intend His disciples to be poor?  


Certainly, in warning His disciples concerning the issue of riches, Christ did not intend to exalt poverty or recommend it as a way of life for His followers. Poverty in itself is not a virtue, neither is it an automatic passport to heaven. As a matter of fact, poverty also has its dangers and it can become a snare (Proverbs 30:8,9). On the other hand, riches in itself is not sinful and indeed it can be used to support and advance the cause of the gospel. But like any other good thing, it can also be misused and given an undue prominence, in life and ministry, to such an extent that it competes with our devotion to God. In such a case, wealth becomes an idol and a source of danger to the spiritual life of a person. The main point of Christ’s warning is that a person must be prepared, if need be, to relinquish earthly wealth for the sake of God’s kingdom.

Question 2: Why were Christ’s warnings on the dangers of riches necessary?

Apart from warning the disciples concerning the dangers to which an accumulation of wealth predisposes the soul Jesus also wanted to correct a popular error among the Jews. They regarded the possession of wealth as a proof of divine approval and blessing but poverty as an indication of God’s displeasure and curse. This thought had also influenced so many people that they saw prosperity as the chief end of their faith in God. Jesus wanted His followers to know that being poor in terms of material possession was not necessarily a proof of divine disfavour nor having riches a conclusive signs of God’s approval. Wealth has its own limitations and dangers and true believers must ever watch against the enslavement of their souls by mammon, especially in these days of widespread materialism.

THE PERILS OF WORLDLY RICHES (Luke 18:18-27; 12:16-21; 16:19-31; Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; I Timothy 6:9,10; James 5:1-6).


The story of a certain rich young ruler who inquired from Jesus the steps he must take in order to inherit eternal life formed the background to Christ’s warning against the dangers of riches. Jesus directed the man to some specific commandments, probably to make him become conscious of his sinfulness and guilt. But the man felt he had perfectly kept the laws right from his youth up. Jesus responded by telling the man that he yet lacked one thing. He told him to go and sell all that he had, distribute to the poor and follow Him. At this the man turned away sorrowfully because he was unprepared to part with his great wealth for the sake of gaining eternal life. Then Jesus said, “How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God” (Luke 18:24,25).


This simple statement of Jesus has been misinterpreted in various ways at different times. Yet it is very clear what Jesus said and what He meant. He did not say that a rich man cannot be saved, neither did He say that a saved man cannot keep his wealth. He only said that it is extremely difficult for a person to get saved if he has great wealth and trusts in his riches or loves it more than God. Mark puts it this way: “Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!” (Mark 10:24). In order to further show that rich people can be saved Jesus added that “the things which are impossible with men are possible with God” (Luke 18:27). That means, God can give sufficient grace to anyone, whether rich or poor, to get saved, provided he or she is sincere and ready to give up whatever God may demand of him or her. 

Question 3: Point out the dangers that are normally associated with being rich.

From the story of the rich young ruler, we are made to see the dangers which possessions and wealth can constitute to the spiritual welfare of a person. Though the man appeared serious and earnest about the eternal safety of his soul, his love for and his strong attachment to his possession prevented him from taking the only necessary step that would have ushered him into eternal life. We should observe the great pains that this man took in his quest for eternal life. One, though he was a ruler, he ran after Jesus in the glare of the public. This was at a time when most rulers were negative towards Jesus and His ministry. Two, though he was rich, he humbled himself by kneeling before Jesus and calling Him “good Master”. Three, he had made effort to be religious and to keep the commandments. No doubt he had not perfectly kept them, yet we cannot over look his dire attempt to please God. Four, he acted on the stirring of his conscience to seek salvation. He was aware of the spiritual void in his heart which wealth could not fill and he decided to do something about it. Five, he came to the right person, who could give him salvation. He came to Jesus and not any of the Jewish rabbis. But in spite all these commendable efforts, the love of riches hindered the young ruler from getting saved.


From the warnings of Christ we learn that one, the more of this world’s good a person has, the more difficult it is for the person to leave it behind and follow Christ wholeheartedly. Two, possession of riches can lead to pride and self management. This is why the rich are warned not to be high-minded nor trust in fleeting wealth (I Timothy 6:17). Rich men are often tempted to avoid association with the poor and lowly. They often expect other people to give them attention and honour. “The rich man is wise in his own conceit; but the poor that hath understanding searcheth him out” (Proverbs 28:11).

Three, riches can absorb a person’s full attention and turn his heart from God.  This is because money can easily become an idol and a rich man can inadvertently begin to rely on his money or spend more time to think on his investments and how to increase his wealth (Matthew 6:21-24). Four, having riches can lead to a false sense of security and blind a person to his true spiritual condition. Like the biblical Laodiceans, one may feel that he has need of nothing simply because he is rich and increased with goods, not knowing that he is wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked spiritually (Revelation 3:17).  

Five, having riches can lead to a life of self indulgence. Abundance of wealth can deaden a person’s spiritual sensitivity and entice a soldier of Christ to be at ease in Zion (Luke 16:19; Amos 6:1-6). Six, riches has an inherent danger of making a person to forget God. Like Solomon, one may easily dabble into several adventures which can turn the heart away from God (Deuteronomy 8:13,14). Seven, plenty of riches can lead to anxiety and worry on how to maintain the wealth and avoid losing it (Ecclesiastes 5:12).

Eight, in an attempt to get rich quickly, it is common for people to dabble into sin such as covetousness, oppressing the poor, fraud, profiteering, gambling, etc.  (Proverbs 28:20; 1 Timothy 6:9-10,17; James 5:1-5; Luke 12:16-21). Nine, lust for riches, like thorns, can choke the Word of God in a person’s heart (Luke 8:14). Ten, the love of money will not only hinder a person, like the young ruler, from entering the kingdom of God, it can also eject a long standing disciple from the kingdom. Judas Iscariot and Demas are examples (Matthew 26:14-16; 2 Timothy 2:10).

PROPER SCRIPTURAL PERSPECTIVE CONCERNING WEALTH (Deuteronomy 8:18; I Chronicles 29:12; Luke 12:13-31; I Timothy 6:17).


Believers must avoid both extremes on the issue of riches. On the one hand, we must avoid a negative attitude or aversion to wealth. Riches is a gift from God and it is He that gives us power to get wealth. Money itself is not the root of all evil, it is the love of money that breeds evil. On the other hand, we must avoid an unhealthy crave for riches as though a man’s life consists in the abundance of the things he possesses.  


The Word of God should be our guide on the issue of possessions and wealth. We must also make moderation, sacrifice and heaven-mindedness our watchwords so that we don’t become entangled either by our wealth or the lack of it.


There are some specific tendencies that we must avoid so that we don’t get into trouble over riches. One, avoid covetousness and unbridled lust for wealth. The get-rich-quick syndrome that is very common in many societies is satanic and it can destroy a person’s spiritual life. “He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eyes, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him” (Proverbs 28:22). Believers must stand clear of gambling in any form and whatever refined name the people of the world may call it. Any business deal that is not transparent, that involves graft, fraud, and the like, must be avoided.


Two, believers who are rich must avoid materialism, ostentation and selfish accumulation of wealth. Jesus warned us not to lay up treasures on earth but in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21). A life of extravagance and self-indulgence, while the gospel work is in dire need of committed, faithful financing, can in no way be justified.


Three, all of us, whether rich or poor, must avoid the tendency to worship money. We must not favour or honour people simply because they are rich in worldly goods or because we are getting gifts from them. Neither should we despise or lightly esteem people simply because they are poor and have not much to offer financially. This danger is very real in the Church, especially when we are engaged in projects and other financial commitments (James 2:1-9); in the family, for instance when our spouse cannot give us as much as we desire or when a particular child is giving the parents much money while another child is not so able. Showing partiality to the rich is one of the grave dangers of money. “The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the rich hath many friends” (Proverbs 14:20).

We can learn greatly from the patriarch Abraham on how to be godly and yet be rich. His example becomes pertinent because many believers often use him as a reference point to justify their desire for riches. Truly, we are the children of Abraham by faith and we can have the blessings of God on our lives like him. But we must have the right attitude concerning material wealth as he had.

Question 5: What lessons can believers learn from the attitude of Abraham to riches?
One, we must develop our character, our faith in God and seek spiritual wealth before earthly riches. For instance Abraham refused to accept the offer of becoming rich when the king of Sodom suggested that he should carry away the spoil of war (Genesis 14:21-24). If we are strong in faith and are solid in Christian character we shall also know when to accept or reject an offer of being made rich. Two, even when God blesses us with riches, we must learn to manage it as He directs. We must see our wealth as a form of stewardship and still remain loyal to God. To be rich like Abraham is to be rich in faith and submit our wealth to God and dispense of it as He directs. Three, we must be eager to give generously in support of the gospel and to help the needy. This is the best investment that gives eternal returns.

Each of us must examine his or her own heart with respect to the matter of riches. Are we not desiring riches more than the gifts of the Spirit? Don’t we crave the honour, power, prestige and popularity that would be ours if we have great wealth? Do we live with eternity in view or have we become so earth-bound that we simply live for the present age, buying every gilded junk that the god of this world displays in order to distract unwary pilgrims? Is our riches fully yielded to God and are we determined to spend nothing superfluous on ourselves until we have lavishly spent for the gospel?  Like the psalmist, we may need to pray, “incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36).

THE REWARD OF SACRIFICE AND FAITHFULNESS (Luke 18:28-30; Matthew 19:27-29; Mark 10:28-30; Galatians 6:7-10).


The warning of Christ on the dangers of riches had a profound effect on the disciples.  Peter responded on behalf of the other disciples Saying, “Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?” (Matthew 19:27). In saying this, Peter was curious to know what gain would accrue to those who make great sacrifices for the sake of the kingdom of God.

Question 6: Mention the rewards that await those who sacrifice their possessions for the sake of God’s kingdom.
Jesus responded by pointing out that we shall be rewarded, both now and in eternity, for whatever sacrifice we make for the sake of God’s kingdom. He promised that in this life we shall receive manifold blessings and favour and in eternity, life everlasting.

            The reward that Jesus promised includes the joy of following Him, peace of heart, freedom from the weight and cares associated with excessive wealth, fruits of soul winning, fellowship and love of the brethren whose lives we have touched with our resources, favour from God and men, eternal happiness and abundant life. 

           However, the reward of eternal life can only be obtained if we are faithful to the very end. Those who make great sacrifices for the sake of God’s kingdom but later grow weary and slow down or totally backslide will lose their rewards. They may not even get to heaven unless they are restored to the faith. Therefore, we should not become “weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Galatians 6:9). We must be persistent and continuous in sacrificing for the gospel, knowing that our labour shall be rewarded.

Question 7:  From the attitude of Jesus, point out one thing that will keep a believer from being distracted by riches.

One of the things that will help us to be faithful, focused and endure to the end is to keep our eyes on the goal of our discipleship. Jesus Christ had His eyes fixed on the main purpose of His first advent: to die for the sins of the whole world. He often reiterated that purpose even though the disciples did not fully understand it (Luke 18:31-34).


Like Jesus, we must set our eyes on the objectives that God has set before us. We must evangelise and live for Christ day by day, even though majority of our contemporaries are busy living for themselves and amassing wealth. Like the rich young ruler in our text, there are many today who because of their love for riches, have turn away from Christ. There are also, some, who, though professing faith in Him, only give Him half-hearted devotion. But that should not deter us or weaken our personal commitment to the Lord and His cause. For the present time it may appear that those who exalt and run after earthly riches are smart and successful, while those who surrender all to follow Christ are losers. However, prophet Malachi reassures us that it will not continue to be so. God has a book of remembrance in which all we do for Him are recorded. At the right time He will come and make a distinction. “Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not” (Malachi 3:18).    

LESSON 295

THE CONVERSION OF ZACCHAEUS

MEMORY VERSE: “And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19:6,9).

TEXT: Luke 19:1-10

 As Jesus continued His eventful journey to Jerusalem, He came to Jericho, which was located on an important trade route. Because it was a border city with much traffic of people, it provided a conducive atmosphere for thriving business activities. Consequently, it became an ideal place to locate a tax-collection centre, which ensured maximum flow of revenues for the Roman government. 

Zacchaeus, the central figure in our text, was the chief tax collector who supervised and had the power to hire or fire the other tax collectors.  Unfortunately, like most other tax collectors (or publicans), He took advantage of his exalted position to enrich himself at the expense of others. But though he was neck deep in the mire of sin, Jesus found him and pulled him out so that he could be a testimony to other sinners that indeed Jesus, the Son of Man, came to seek and to save those who are lost.  

Question 1: What barriers did Zacchaeus have to overcome to see Jesus? Mention some obstacles that can hinder people from coming to Jesus.
When Jesus entered Jericho, a multitude of people followed Him.  Zacchaeus, having heard of His fame, was propelled by an earnest desire “to see Jesus who he was.” However, he had to contend with a combination of some serious natural, physical and psychological barriers to accomplish his goal. One, his profession made him notorious and unpopular.  The children of Israel cast aspersions on publicans because they served the interest of the colonial Roman government. They were generally regarded as the worst sinners; hence the term “publicans and sinners” used nine times in the scriptures. This could have discouraged him from making the remarkable move. Two, he had a small stature. Three, crowd blocked his view. Four, he was rich, and riches often make men to be self-conceited, pompous and complacent. Interestingly, because of his sincerity and strong determination, none of these obstacles could discourage him from his focus. Hence, “he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way” (Luke 19:4). What a challenging example to us today. If Zacchaeus could seek Jesus until he found Him, no sinner can afford to give any excuse for remaining in sin. “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 

In our attempt to draw near the Saviour we often encounter obstacles. Like Zacchaeus we must determine to overcome all hindrances that could prevent us from having a life-transforming encounter with Jesus. We must not give up so easily our quest for deeper spiritual experiences just because of temporary barriers.

There are many obstacles that can hinder a person from seeking Jesus or from seeing Him during personal or corporate devotion. These include one’s religious background, social status and personal ego, language and cultural barriers, tradition, occult covenant, peer group pressure, fear of men (John 9:22). During fellowship, the crowd can be a hindrance if we focus on their distraction, lack of attention, noise, movements, etc. But if we are so determined to see Jesus we shall do all that is necessary to overcome all these obstacles.

THE INVITATION FROM THE SAVIOUR (Luke 19:1-5; Matthew 11:28; 22:4; Revelation 22:17; Isaiah 1:18; 55:1) 


When Jesus came to the sycamore tree where Zacchaeus was perched, He looked up and saw him and gave him an invitation: “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house” (Luke 19:5). Jesus could not but respond practically and immediately to Zacchaeus the sincere seeker. God says, “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, saith the LORD…” (Jeremiah 29:13,14a). Conversion is a miracle which can only be experienced through Jesus Christ by every sincere seeker (Acts 4:12). It is a precious gift a sinner could never earn were he to work for it because self-righteousness, morality, identification with a popular church in town and/or observance of religious rites does not solve the sin problem. “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). The natural man cannot satisfy the holy standards of the Holy God by his own power. He is estranged from God, lives in rebellion and self-will, dead in sin and trespasses, having no in-built ability to please God. He must therefore put his entire ego aside and sincerely seek the Saviour (like Zacchaeus) with humility of heart, trusting in the unfailing mercy and love of Christ Who paid the price for his redemption. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8,9).

In spite of whatever civilization, culture or refinement a person attains, the Word of God has clearly concluded that “all have sinned”. Until the sinner repents, he remains outside of God’s Kingdom. There is no hope of salvation for any one who blindly follows religion without taking heed to the necessity of genuine repentance. 

Question 2: Describe Christ’s invitation to Zacchaeus.
Also worthy of note is the nature of Christ’s invitation to Zacchaeus. (1) It was personal. He called him by name. Whenever God calls a man, it is always by personal invitation  (Isaiah 51:2). (2) It was unexpected and undeserved. Zacchaeus never bargained nor imagined that Jesus, a notable Teacher, so holy and mighty would ever take notice of him or invite him, a greedy sinner. Even the people around him grumbled that Christ would ever condescend to be guest of a man who was a notorious sinner. We do not deserve the invitation to receive salvation but God in love calls us to Himself. (3) It was divine. Jesus had never met Zacchaeus before, yet He called him by name. This is a proof of His omniscience. A similar thing happened during the call of Nathaniel, who later became one of His disciples. Although Jesus had not met Him before, He perfectly described his spiritual state (John 1:47-49). (4) It was purposeful. Jesus said, “I must abide at thy house”. It was strange to the Jews for a stranger to invite himself to someone’s house. But Jesus did it for a purpose, that is, to save Zacchaeus.  In a similar way, Jesus knocks at the door of the heart of every sinner and backslider. “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:20). (5) It was urgent. Christ told him to make haste and come down. The invitation to come to Christ is an urgent one and any delay can be disastrous. Just as Christ invited Zacchaeus, He invites every sinner/backslider today (Matthew 11:28; Isaiah 55:1,2).
THE RESPONSE OF FAITH AND GENUINE REPENTANCE FROM SIN (Luke 19:6; Mark 1:14,15; Acts 3:19,26; 17:30,31;4:12)

Zacchaeus impressively responded to the invitation of Christ.  He made haste, came down and received Jesus joyfully.  His response was prompt, exact and cheerful, accompanied with repentance, open confession, and determination to make restitution.

The response of Zacchaeus to the invitation of Jesus is a challenge to all who hear the call of Christ to repent.  It is a model and scriptural response that guarantees a genuine conversion.

Question 3: Point out the steps that a sinner/backslider must take in order to get saved.

Like Zacchaeus, a sinner must personally acknowledge and confess his or her sinfulness and guilt (Romans 3:23; Psalm 51:3; 1 John 1:8,9). Until sin is acknowledged and confessed, it remains unforgiven. 
The next step a sinner must take is to have a change of lifestyle.  This includes total change of attitude, behaviour and practice in every area of life. In the case of Zacchaeus, he decided that from the moment he met Christ he would show mercy to the poor by giving them half of his goods. Most likely before this time, Zacchaeus never considered the poor, but having repented he became tenderhearted and determined to show benevolence to others. A person who has truly repented will definitely have a change of lifestyle.

The third step that a sinner needs to take in order to experience salvation is to have faith in Jesus and accept Him as Lord. Zaccheaus called Jesus “Lord” (verse 8) and by this token he proved that his repentance was genuine. Again, Zacchaeus was prepared to make necessary restitution and straighten out his past life as much as possible. A truly repentant person will show that his repentance is genuine by being ready to make amends for his past wrongdoings.  

The Lord Jesus bore testimony to the genuineness of the conversion of Zacchaeus. He declared, “This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19:9). What qualified Zacchaeus to be saved was his sincere repentance and faith in Jesus. These are still the requirements for salvation today.

REACTIONS AND CRITICISMS FROM THE CROWD (Luke 19:7; 5:27-32; Matthew 23:13;3:9,10; John 8:33-39).

Instead of the crowd to learn a great spiritual lesson in God’s ability to transform the vilest of sinners, and see it as an opportunity for them also, they rather decided to be narrow-minded and censorious. They murmured aloud and condemned the decision of Jesus in taking salvation into the house of “a man that is a sinner”. The question is (1) were they themselves not sinners? (2) Was it not to seek and save the sinners that the Father sent the Son? (3) Were they justified therefore to have blamed Christ?

Question 4: What should be our attitude to the penitent?
We must take heed at judging men from our own limited perspective. To write off anyone from God’s matchless grace and salvation is to manifest an anti-Christ spirit. God allows room for repentance, and so must we. The comment of Jesus in this episode (verse 9) was an eye-opener to those Jews and very instructive today. His hearers must have been shocked to hear that the “son of Abraham” can be lost contrary to their usual claims (John 8:33-39; Mathew 3:9,10), and highly embarrassed when, by His submission, Jesus tried to make them realize that they themselves (unrepentant “sons of Abraham”) were in no way better than the despised Zacchaeus. A person is neither saved by a good heritage nor condemned by a bad one. Repentance and faith in Christ is far more important than genealogy. We should therefore learn never to write any sinner off nor should we in anyway, constitute a hindrance to the penitent.

RIGHTEOUS FRUITS OF GENUINE CONVERSION (Luke 19:8,9; Mathew 3:5-10; Acts 24-16: Ezekiel 33:14-16).

“And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold” (Luke 19:8).
Here, we see the clear evidence of genuine conversion in the regenerated life of Zacchaeus. For the first time, he addressed Christ as “Lord” - what a change! After his conversion, he immediately went ahead to straighten his dubious past without which his salvation would have amounted to mere profession without the accompanying fruits of righteousness. He demonstrated inward change by outward action. It is not enough to profess that you are following Jesus; you must show it by your new lifestyle. A songwriter says “If you say your sins are forgiven and gone, then prove it by the life you live”.

Zacchaeus was fair to himself that he had not got all he had honestly and fairly. He admitted that he had wronged other people by false accusation and therefore promised to make full restitution without waiting to be compelled by anyone. He neither swept his past under the carpet nor did he cover it with the name of Jesus. His obedience earned him the Lord’s approval: “This day is salvation come to this house.” After conversion, a person must look back at his past life and identify areas where he needs to make amends.
Question 5:  What is restitution? Point out specific areas where a converted person can make restitutions. 
Restitution is one of the foundational doctrines of the Christian faith. It is the act of restoring things or people to their rightful owners making amends for wrongs done in the days of ignorance, confessing crimes, lies and ungodly acts, paying back all debts, etc. with the motive of having “a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men” (Acts 24:16). 
Zacchaeus must have been familiar with the doctrine of restitution as it was taught during the Old Testament dispensation (Deuteronomy 6:2-5; Exodus 22:3,5). He, therefore, made a prompt decision to do his restitution.  God gives grace to all who want to obey His Word. No matter how tough your restitution is, you should make up your mind to carry it out. Stand upon the promises of God. He has said, “My grace is sufficient for you” (2 Corinthians 12:9). As you step out in obedience, He will grant you the courage, the wisdom and the mercy, which you need at such a time. The Lord who granted Zacchaeus the grace to go all the way in settling all things will not leave you alone. Only be willing and obedient. In the end, you will have peace, a clear conscience and a testimony. 

Restitution must be done with deep contrition and sobriety and in total obedience to God. You are not doing the beneficiary any favour. It is necessary for your eternal destiny.  

Some people argue against the teaching of restitution as a New Testament practice. They suppose that the demand that those who repent should also make restitution is a relapse to legalism or seeking salvation by works. But they err. Restitution is a timeless practice and it cannot be separated from genuine repentance. Though making restitution without genuine repentance does not save us, it is very necessary to make restitution after repentance so that we can have a conscience void of offence before God and before man; and also to convince the people whom we have wronged in the past that we have truly changed.


In the Old Testament people made restitution before the law, under the law and in the time of the prophets. Abimelech (Genesis 20:7,14), the children of Israel under Ezra (Ezra 10:10-18) are examples. In the New Testament, Zacchaeus and Paul the apostle made restitution (Luke 19:8; Acts 23:1-5).  Therefore the practice of restitution cannot be confined to a particular dispensation.

REVELATION OF THE MISSION OF CHRIST (Luke 19:10 Matthew 18:11-14; 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). Christ here announced His reason for coming into the world. He came from heaven to earth to reconcile men unto God. It is for this same purpose that the church is still in the world. As many as have responded to the call of God in repentance are also given this ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). It is every believer’s ministry, which we cannot shy away from. 

Question 6: Point out some basic lessons we can learn from the account of the conversion of Zacchaeus.
The story of Zacchaeus pulsates with vital lessons for us today. One, we learn that there is no sinner, no matter his or her rank in sin or society, that Jesus cannot save.  Two, a rich man can be saved, if only he will cease to trust in his riches and have faith in the Saviour.  The rich young ruler was hindered by his trust in his riches (Luke 18:24) but here we meet Zacchaeus who was also rich but got saved. Three, the salvation of Zacchaeus the publican shows us that we can work in any legitimate profession and at the same time be a Bible Christian. Lawyers, custom officers, soldiers, journalists, doctors, engineers and police officers can all walk with God while discharging their legitimate duty in the fear of God. Four, repentance and restitution are necessary requirements for a genuine conversion.  Five, gospel preachers must be willing to reach out to those who are despised by the cream of society.  Men like Zacchaeus, whom the religious considered unworthy of their association are often more predisposed to accept the gospel.  Six, like Christ, believers must be busy spreading the gospel message and be sensitive to the Holy Spirit in order to identify those whose hearts have been made ready to repent and believe the gospel. Seven, when a man is saved, the Lord also goes ahead to touch his entire household. The Lord told Zacchaeus that salvation had come to his house. The Bible is replete with examples of God’s offer of salvation to the entire household. Joshua said: “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15) The Philipian jailor was told “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31) Lydia did not only get saved alone, members of her family were saved too. “And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us” (Acts 16:15). Nor is that all, way back in the Old Testament, Rahab the harlot got saved with her father’s household. “And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho” (Joshua 6:25).

These clouds of witnesses teach us that every believer can pray through and claim God’s promise for members of their families. Believing husbands can claim the salvation of unbelieving wives in prayer. Believing wives can pray their husbands into the kingdom. Children who are born again can travail in prayer until Christ is formed in their parents, while born again parents can plead God’s promises in prayer until all their children come into the kingdom. With God all things are possible.             

Correction: Replace (Whatever the reasons of slothful servants, the true reason for the slothful believers’ non-involvement in active service to the Lord is because their love has gone cold and their spiritual eyes blind.) with (But the true reason for the slothful believers’ attitude is that their love has gone cold and their spiritual eyes blind.) This comes in the paragraph before question 6. NB: Remember to restore it to normal.
LESSON 296
CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP

MEMORY VERSE: “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2).

TEXT: Luke 19:11-28

Although Christ repeatedly spoke of His going to the cross to die, the notion of immediate establishment of the Messianic Kingdom was still prevalent with the disciples and among the Pharisees. In fact, this expectation intensified as the Lord moved closer to Jerusalem. The generality of the people including His audience expected that as He would make His triumphal entry into the city, He would be crowned there as the much anticipated Messiah or, at least, proclaim Himself king and inaugurate the kingdom. 

This obvious ignorance about God’s kingdom made it necessary for the Lord to, with the parable in our text, teach the correct perspective of God’s programme for the establishment of His kingdom. What a challenge to every believer and minister of the gospel to tirelessly teach and preach the truth! In the same breath, the parable of the ten pounds was also meant to teach the disciples the need to work purposefully to advance the interests of Christ’s kingdom in the interim, while the physical phase of His rule is being awaited. 
This parable has some striking points of similarities with the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30), but also differs from it in some essential particulars. Both parables teach the need for faithfulness in stewardship. Also, they teach that fidelity and success receive reward while unfaithfulness and slothfulness receives condemnation. The difference, however, is that whereas in that parable, different sums are assigned to the servants, “to every man according to his several ability,” here, each servant is entrusted with equal amount. It need be noted that the parable is primarily directed at those who are in relationship with the Master. But it also has great messages for sinners. 
Question 1: What does the parable teach us today?

For us today, the parable teaches various lessons. First, it teaches that in the mean time, Christ has variously dispensed particular talents to His servants and He expects that these gifts and endowments be employed to His own glory and His church's good. Two, that, most certainly, there will be a reckoning-day. On that day, the Lord will take account of how men used the gifts and graces that they were endowed with. Three, that it is impudent to falsely accuse God of being rigid and severe with men, and requiring impossibilities at their hands. Four, that those that are called, God equips with necessary gifts for the business of service. Five, that God expects service from every one to whom He gives power. Six, that our degrees of happiness and misery when the Lord shall come shall be determined by our faithfulness to or negligence of what the Lord has committed into our hands. 

THE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE SERVANTS (Luke 19:11-13; Matthew 25:14,15; John 12:26; Galatians 1:10; Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11,28,29; 1 Peter 4:9-11). 
It is worthy of note that all the servants were given the equal amount and the same commission: “Occupy till I come.” The noble man had two reasons for affording his servants the opportunity to serve. On the one hand, he wanted to multiply his wealth, and on the other hand, to test his servants in order to determine their fitness for the places of responsibility in his coming kingdom. 

Question 2: What does it mean to “Occupy till I come”?

To “Occupy till I come” (Luke 19:3), here, means that the servants were not merely to possess, but to improve, to employ in business, for the purpose of increasing it or of making profit on it. The motive behind the directive was to make the servants use the money in such a way that they made more gains ahead of his return. Just as the noble man commanded those servants, Jesus commands members of His body today, to improve their endowments; to make the most of them; to increase their capability of doing good, and to trade with the ‘pound’ He had given us till He comes.
The will of Christ is that every believer assiduously occupies himself with the business of the Great Commission. It is necessary to add that holiness of life will attract others to the gospel more than a proclamation that is contradicted by sinful lifestyle. Christ’s expectation is that every professing believer should purposefully devote himself to evangelism and other interests of God’s kingdom. It was, in fact, the gainful pursuit of this commission on the one hand, and the failure to be committed to it on the other, that formed the basis of the Lord’s commendation and rebuke respectively, of His servants in the parable. 

Question 3: What does the equal opportunity given to the servants teach us?


The Lord, through the equal opportunity given to the servants, teaches that there is no room for idleness in His kingdom. Therefore, every believer is expected to be occupy in the things that pertain to God’s kingdom. They are expected to trade and made gain with the endowment of God upon them. Though everyone cannot be involved as key leaders and workers, there are vacancies for everyone to take the gospel to souls that are yet to be reached. We also learn that no believer can justly claim to lack the capacity of contributing to the development of Christ’s kingdom. The pounds in the parable signify the opportunities of doing good which God has put in men’s trusts; the Lord requires that these opportunities be maximized. In fact, everyday comes with fresh new opportunity of service to the King of kings. Opportunities to serve the King of kings abound within and outside the church. 

The present reality, however, is that many professing believers cannot truly say that they are purposefully occupied with the Master’s commission. Seeming to have forgotten that accounts must be required and given at the return of Christ, they have abdicated their responsibilities.

THE REWARD OF FAITHFUL SERVANTS (Luke 19:15-19; Matthew 35:21; Revelation 2:26-29; Genesis 39:4; 1 Peter 5:4).
God has given various gifts to all His servants and He expects these gifts to be employed in His service to His glory. It should be borne in mind that one day, all shall appear before the judgement seat to give account of the ‘pounds’ delivered into their cares. At judgement, it shall be determined whether or not these gifts were used for the benefit of God’s kingdom, the church, and the world. In the parable, the first two servants proved their loyalty and ability. As a reward, they were given a place of major responsibility in the new kingdom. Likewise, if we are faithful with the little responsibility we are saddled with, we shall be promoted to a higher responsibility. 
The parable gives us an insight into the principles on which Christ would reward his servants in His kingdom. We should expect differing degrees of Gods eternal reward according to the amount of faithfulness we manifest to the cause of the kingdom. The Lord expects that the gifts, talents, skills or learning He has given us be used for his service, if those gifts and endowments are to profit us in eternity. It is only what is done for Christ that will count on the day of judgement.

Question 4: What made the first two servants different from the third? 


The first two servants were commended for their diligence and industry in their master’s commission. They both made considerable improvement of the resource entrusted into their care. We cannot suppose that they did not face some constraints, opposition and difficulties in their trade. Firstly, they had their minds made up to please their master. Deliberate, prayerful resolve to please the Lord at all times helps every servant maintain his focus to serve the Lord. Secondly, they placed right values and priorities on things that demanded their attention (Matthew 6:33). Thirdly, they deliberately kept with them the consciousness of their Lord’s return and of the account they must give, thereby streamlining their lives to accommodate only those things that were essential to the master’s pleasure. Believers today are required to wholeheartedly commit themselves to the Lord’s cause and advance His kingdom.


It is noteworthy that both he that gained ten pounds and he that gained two were not only commended but were also rewarded. Though all labourers in His vineyard may not record the same degree of success, the Lord will surely reward every faithful servant. None shall labour in vain for Christ; all will be adequately rewarded (Hebrews 6:10).  

THE REBUKE FOR THE SLOTHFUL SERVANT (Luke 19:20-26; Revelation 22:12, Mathew 12:30; 2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 John 5:3)

In the parable, the return of the “noble man” (an obvious reference to the Lord Himself) was for the purpose of not only of judging his enemies but also of rewarding faithful servants and rebuking the slothful. This agrees with another Scripture: “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be” (Revelation 22:12). Having clearly explained His expectations to His servants, it was to be expected that, upon His return, the Lord would require accounts to be rendered. At the time of His departure, the Lord of those servants had commanded, “Occupy till I come.” Each servant had received a pound to trade with in the interval between the master’s departure and return. The servants therefore were expected to use the resources vested to their trust to improve the interests of their master. It is worthy of note that all the servants of the Lord were given the same amount and the same commission. 


“And another came, saying, Lord, behold here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin.” The slothful servant appeared to consider himself honest for preserving, in a napkin, and returning the pound he was given to trade with. But his master called him wicked because he returned it without profit. It is clear from this parable that the Lord expects every believer to be actively busy for Him. None may be justified who is not deliberately and purposefully active in His commission. “He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad” (Matthew 12:30). In this Scripture lies the sin of the slothful servant. The implication of his not actively working for Christ was that he was actually subtracting from the kingdom. Such people by their idleness show a wicked indifference to the cause of Christ, and the eternal well-being of their fellow men.

Question 5: What class of people, among believers, does the slothful servant represent?
The slothful servant represents those who will not willingly deprive themselves, or put themselves to any risk or substantial expense for the sake of Christ. He further represents believers who have allowed a spirit of resentment and bitterness to displace their love and loyalty to the Master. It makes not much difference to them whether the kingdom of God gains ground or suffers loss. Their attitude runs contrary to the Scripture which commands that living believers “should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:15). 
As should be expected, slothful servants always have ostensible reasons for their inaction. “For I feared thee because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst sow.” Their defence for being idle shows that they have a wrong perception of God. Satan has deceived them into believing that Christ’s demand on their lives is excessive, harsh or unpleasant. They see God as unjustly demanding. They, therefore, run from God and His precepts. Such persons should reflect upon the love of God, and understand all that He commands us are purely in our own interests. Genuine love for God makes obedience a joy because “his commandments are not grievous” (1 John 5:3). 

Indeed, if the slothful servant was sincere and knew that his lord was an austere man, that should have compelled him to make the best of his opportunity knowing that an account of his stewardship would surely be required. Having been forewarned that “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (1 Corinthians 5:10), we ought to be prepared to render a good account of our stewardship.      


Like the slothful servant, we may present excuses for our failure to serve the Lord, to preach the gospel to sinners or dedicate our lives fully to glory God. **But the true reason for the slothful believers’ attitude is that their love has gone cold and their spiritual eyes blind.** “And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound and give it to him that hath ten pounds” (Luke 19:24). The slothful servant lost the asset he had failed to use for his master. Likewise, believers who fail to serve the Lord with what they had been entrusted with run the risk of losing it. Contrary to their expectations, they may not be allowed to serve their own selfish interest with the endowments of Christ.

Question 6: Justify the action of giving the extra pound to the servant who already had ten pounds? What lesson can we learn from this?

Notice that the master commanded that they take the pound from the slothful servant and give it to the servant who had ten pounds. When this was objected to, the lord replied, “For I say unto you that unto everyone which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him” (Luke 19:26). This expression of the lord is recorded in the Synoptic gospels (Luke 19:26; 8:18; Matthew 13:12; 25:29; Mark 4:25). The expression means, one, those who, in this world, are faithful with the blessings God bestows will hereafter receive more and greater blessings in heaven. In other words, those who are faithful and efficient with what they are entrusted with shall receive greater trusts when the Lord comes. Two, those who have shown the greatest capacity for productivity should have their opportunities enlarged, as this will result into an overall benefit of the Kingdom. Good businessmen commit more capital and resources to that line of business, which yields the greatest profit to the overall business. This is encouraging to those who show the most commitment and industry in His cause. 

Three, those who abandon their responsibilities will be deprived of what they have now, and be left destitute and wretched. In other words, opportunities shall be taken away from the unfaithful servant. The loss to the master occasioned by the slothful servant must be recovered at the greatest speed through the most diligent servant. Those who do not use their gifts and talents to serve God will eventually lose them, while those who do well will be enlarged. Those who endeavour to increase the grace they have from God will find more grace added to them, while those who are negligent will have theirs withdrawn (2 Peter 1:5-12). 

THE REPRISAL FOR CONTEMPTUOUS CITIZENS (Luke 19:14,27,28; John 1:11; Matthew 13:49; 21:44; 25:30; 2 Thessalonians 1:8-11; John 3:19-20; John 8:32).
“But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us. But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me” (Luke 19:14,27). This is a portrayal of the fate, not of believers, but of those who would not have the Lord Jesus Christ reign over them. It embraces all the impenitent sinners. In the parable, there is a clear distinction between the rebuke given to the slothful servant on the one hand, and the outright execution meted out to the enemies of the kingdom on the other. While the slothful servant represents indolent believers, the citizens in the Lord’s parable symbolize, primarily, the unbelieving Jews (John 1:11). 
The prediction in this parable that the unbelief and rejection by the Jews would continue even after Christ had gone to “receive for himself [the] kingdom” is validated by the prevailing unbelief of the generality of the Jews today. In the days of Christ they preferred Barabbas, a condemned murderer and rejected their King and Saviour. Rejecting Jesus, they confessed allegiance to a foreign dominion saying, “We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15). What was true of the unbelieving, rejecting Jews is also true of all unrepentant sinners today who do not want Jesus to reign over them.  Sinners today in rejecting Jesus take upon themselves the yoke of torment and bondage to sin and Satan. They choose to believe a lie and yield to the “deceivableness of unrighteousness” when they reject the truth. By so doing, they are choosing perdition and doom on the return of the Messiah. 

Question 7: Based on the scriptural revelation concerning the reason for the rebellion and disobedience of sinners, what should the believer do to rescue the sinner?


The Scripture reveals that Satan’s manipulation is responsible for the sinner’s unbelief and refusal of Christ (2 Corinthians 4:3,4). For this reason, every believer must tirelessly occupies himself with reaching the sinners with the Word of God which is described as a weapon (Ephesians 6:17). A prayerful application of the Word of God through preaching can open the eyes of the spiritually blind eyes of the sinners to the truth that saves (2 Corinthians 10:4,5). 

Corrections: (1) Insert ***personal spiritual growth and development*** in the introduction
(2a) Under the subheading, THE PLACE AND TIME OF QUIET TIME, Insert ***to observe quiet time and morning devotion*** immediately after the second subheading 
(b) Change ***that*** to ***those***

(c) Change ***record*** to ***pray***

(d) Replace (His disciples were with Him, yet “he was alone praying” (Luke 9:18).) with (The disciples of Jesus Christ were with Him, yet “he was alone praying” (Luke 9:18).)
(3) There are many corrections in the paragraph after question 3. They are marked with asterisks *** 

 LESSON 297

QUIET TIME AND FAMILY DEVOTION

MEMORY VERSE: “And in the morning, rising up a great while before  day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed” (Mark 1:35).

TEXT: Genesis 19:27-29; 28:18-22; Exodus 34:2-10
As soon as a child is born into the world, his need of breath becomes evident. Shortly afterwards, he cries, expressing his desire for water and, later, for food. His need of love is taken care of by the welcome attitude of the mother, father and other members of the family. The same goes for the newly saved believer who, on receiving the initial assurance of salvation, discovers his need for developing a regular observance of a time of prayer and reading the Word of God for ***personal spiritual growth and development*** (1 Peter 2:2). Not only that, the need to observe such a time with other members of the family also becomes apparent. He later learns that such times of personal study of the word of God and prayer are referred to, by believers, as quiet time. The issue of quiet time today must be taken seriously by individual Christians and families who want to maintain a victorious Christian life in this wicked world and also function effectively in their service to God.   

THE PRIORITY OF QUIET TIME (Genesis 19:27; 28:18-22; Exodus 34:2; Jeremiah 33:3). 

Question 1: Give two reasons believers need to observe quiet time and family devotion.
The need for the practice of individual quiet time and family devotion cannot be over-emphasised. Two reasons stand out (among many) for this. First, God wants man to be in fellowship with him. As a loving Father, He wants to have communion with His children on a daily basis so as to reveal more of himself to them and also direct their path. Sin made man to lose this privilege but Christ came to restore it (John 14:6). God calls us to meet with Him everyday. We should, in, reciprocal gratitude, respond positively and not be like the children of Israel of whom He said, “I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me” (Jeremiah 35:14b).

Secondly, regular study of God’s Word and communion with Him in prayer enhance rapid Christian growth (1 Peter 2:2). A Christian cannot grow spiritually without spiritual food as he cannot grow physically without physical food. Like a garden of flowers, God’s friendship needs careful cultivation and this demands consistency. We must maintain a continuous link with God through personal devotional prayer.

THE PLACE AND TIME OF QUIET TIME (Exodus 16:21; Psalm 55:17; 88:13; Mark 1:35; Matthew 6:6).
Question 2: (a) What should characterise the venue for individual quiet time? (b) Why is the morning time best for personal/family devotion?

When and where should a believer observe his quiet time? A thorough study of the Scriptures shows that the best times ***to observe quiet time and morning devotion*** are early in the morning and late in the evening before going to bed. This means we should observe our fellowship with the Lord daily. In Exodus 16:21, manna was gathered morning by morning and our ‘manna’ today is “every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). The Levites (Old Testament type of New Testament believers) offered a daily sacrifice. David performed his vows and cried unto God on daily basis (Psalm 86:3). Paul prayed and was renewed in the inner man (obviously by meditative study of the Word) daily (2 Timothy 1:3; 2 Corinthians 4:16). So did the Berean Christians of his time (Acts 17:11). The examples of our Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 1:35), David (Psalm 55:17) and Daniel (Daniel 6:10) together with ***those*** of numerous Christians down the ages teach us the necessity of starting the day with God because the mind is always fresh in the morning. Rising early helps immeasurably in getting the best from study of God’s Word and prayer (Genesis 28:18; Exodus 29:39,42; 30:7; Psalm 5:3; 59:16; 63:1). Also, to have the best from this gracious exercise, one needs a place that is free from distraction and characterised by seclusion and quietness. We get all these from our present places of abode by rising early to read, meditate on the Word of God and then pray. ***The disciples of Jesus Christ were with Him, yet “he was alone praying” (Luke 9:18).*** We can shut off the distraction of people, events and things to concentrate on prayer and study of God’s Word.

THE CENTRALITY OF THE WORD DURING QUIET TIME AND FAMILY DEVOTION (Luke 4:4; Job 23:12; Colossians 3:16 Proverbs 13:13).
In order to benefit maximally from personal Bible study, we need to know the purpose and focus of the Holy Writ. Though a revelation of God, and containing more information about man’s past, present and future than any other book, its design is to show man the salvation of God, obtainable through Christ Jesus (Psalm 27:1a; John 20:31; 2 Timothy 3:15; Acts 20:32). The Bible has a practical purpose of guiding us into the experience of salvation and spiritual maturity. Since this salvation is exclusively through Christ, the focus of the entire Bible is centred on the Saviour (John 5:39,46; Luke 24:25-27,44). Christ is made and kept real to us as we study the Word “day by day”. For times of meditative study of the divine book, our prayer should be:

Break thou the bread of life

Dear Lord to me,

As Thou didst break the loaves

Beside the sea

Beyond the sacred page

I need Thee Lord;

My spirit pants for Thee, 

O Living Word.     

Question 3: With what attitude should we study the Bible?
To understand God’s revelation in the Scriptures, we must come with open minds, surrendered wills, and faith to believe. It is wisdom for the ignorant ***seeker*** to acknowledge his situation before God and only such will be made wiser (Luke 10:21). Individuals who are wise “in their own conceits” languish in continued blindness and spiritual impoverishment (John 9:41). ***Moreover,*** we must approach God’s Word with a readiness to comply with whatever he is asking us to do. ***Like Christ, we should*** be willing to say, “Not my will but thine be done” *** ***(John 14:21). Thirdly, those parts we cannot ***comprehend with the intellect, we must believe with faith.*** We must deliberately choose to believe the Word as we read it, accounting that God is faithful to all His promises. We must commence the walk of faith (and grow in the same) by hearing (and reading) the Word of God (Romans 10:17).

We should constantly study the Bible with the aim of having our lives transformed into the likeness of Christ (John 8:31; 2 Corinthians 3:18). We should be primarily pre-occupied with what God has to say to us. Helpful questions while studying the Bible should include: what does the passage say? What does it mean? And how does it apply to me? We should not seek far-fetched interpretations for simple, easily comprehensible passages. We should be careful not to constantly search the scriptures during our quiet time for sermons to preach to others rather for personal application. We must seek out from study passages, examples to follow, commands to obey, errors to avoid, imperfections to forsake and promises to claim. Other aids to fruitful study include the use of helpful books such as balanced commentaries, Bible atlas and concordance. It also helps to keep records of lessons in notebooks and memorise scriptures on regular basis. Character, books and topical studies have their places and advantages but in all, we must seek to have God speak to us as individuals.

 PRIMACY OF PRAYER DURING QUIET TIME AND FAMILY DEVOTION (Daniel 6:10; Psalm 55:17; Matthew 14:23; Mark 6:46; Luke 6:12).

Question 4: What are the major activities that constitute a rich quiet time?

Prayer is complementary to Bible study in the practice of quiet time. For our Bible study to be meaningful and effective, our prayer should be conditioned and moulded by God’s self-revelation in the Bible. God has taken the first step in reconciling man to Himself. Man needs to reciprocate this love of God (1 John 4:19). Approaching the throne of the King of kings is a privilege specially reserved for God’s children by virtue of Christ’s death on the cross. God’s manifold blessings upon sinners are for the purpose of drawing them to repentance (Romans 2:4). We pray also because we love God. Prayer is one of our offensive weapons against the enemy. It is the believer’s spiritual breath. We “pray in” what we have gained from the Word of God, expressing our response to what He has said to us. Daily prayer should include the following: worship, thanksgiving, intercession, supplication and commitment. We worship and adore the Lord for Who He is. 

We should express our gratitude for all God’s past mercies received even when we still have some that are yet to be met (Luke 17: 12-19; I Thessalonians 5:18; Romans 8:28). We should confess our frailties and imperfections to Him and solicit His enabling grace. We should also pray earnestly for other people and present their needs to God as Abraham did for Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:23-33), Jesus for us (John 17:9,11) and Epaphras for the Colossians (Colossians 4:12). Then we should supplicate for our personal needs, great and small. Finally, we should commit all our activities for the day unto Him, asking Him to be “Lord of all”. This is the secret of joy in His presence everyday.

FAMILY DEVOTION

Every believer should know that it is his responsibility to lead the entire family in the way of righteousness. Abraham did and had God’s commendation (Genesis 18:19), Samuel’s parents did and had one of the prophets. Hezekiah led the whole city of Jerusalem to seek the Lord in his time (2 Chronicles 29:20). Job also observed family devotion.

Question 5: Why is family devotion essential in the family?

To accomplish God’s purpose for the family, there is a need to worship together, study together and pray together. The father, as the spiritual head of the home (Ephesians 5:23) takes the lead. A regular time of family altar is ensured when the members have time to sing songs/choruses of worship, the father (or his appointed representative) leads in reading and explaining scripture passages and time is given for heart-lifting praises, intercession, supplication and commitment. This is preferably fixed before the activities of the day are embarked upon. Both parents may prefer to have their individual Quiet Time before waking the other family members for corporate worship or choose to have it after. There is no hard and fast rule. It is also helpful for the family to pray together before going to bed. All these will help the spiritual growth of the young family members and their understanding of scriptural truths.

If we must become men and women who have authority over heaven, then, we cannot do without patterning our lives according to all that we have learnt today with respect to communion with God.

Question 6: What should be our aim as we constantly study our Bible during Quiet Time?

The correction here is to cut and paste
LESSON 298

PRAYER AND FASTING

MEMORY VERSE: “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting” (Matthew 17:21). 

TEXT: Luke 11:1-13; Esther 4:1-17; James 5:13-18

The subject of prayer and fasting is very vital today for successful Christian living and service. As no individual can continue living without breathing, so no Christian can remain spiritually alive without praying or without making use of the benefits of fasting.  The Bible has much to say on prayer and fasting.

***Fasting is a scriptural, beneficial, spiritual exercise that can accomplish great things when used in combination with prayer and faith. Basically, fasting means abstinence from food (solid or liquid). The Greek word “Nestho” translated fast, means Ne (not to) and estho (to eat). Fasting is not optional. It is imperative (Matthew 6:16). The Lord Jesus Christ taught the disciples that it is a necessary and rewarding exercise that He expected them to be involved in it (Matthew 9:15).*** NB: This paragraph was moved from the first paragraph under the subheading, BENEFITS OF SCRIPTURAL FASTING, while the one that was here was brought there.  
THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER AND FASTING (Psalm 42:1,2; Exodus 22:23; Matthew 7:7-11; Psalm 27:8; Isaiah 55:6,7; Matthew 6:16; 17:21). 
Question 1: Why is it necessary to pray and how often should we pray?
From Bible references, prayer means communing with God. It is the soul’s desire for God (Psalm 42:1,2), a cry or supplication (Exodus 22:23), an appeal from a child to the Father (Matthew 6:6) an instinct that must have utterance (Luke 18:7,13), beseeching  (or calling on) the Lord (Exodus 32:11; Acts 7:59), lifting up (or pouring out) the heart (Psalm 62:8) and seeking the face of the Lord (Psalm 27:8). Though prayer should be the most natural thing for mortal men, the flesh is often most unwilling to pray. Hence, God has found it necessary to give express instructions concerning praying in the scripture. There are various commands to pray in both the Old and New Testaments. All men are commanded to seek the Lord and the wicked is enjoined to forsake his ways in prayer of repentance (Isaiah 55:6,7). As believers, we are enjoined to ask, seek and knock (I Chronicles 16:11; Matthew 7:7-11). We are commanded to pray without ceasing (I Thessalonians 5:17).

BIBLICAL PATTERN OF PRAYER AND FASTING (1 Timothy 2:8; Psalm 5:3, 88:1; Luke 6:12; Psalm 55:17; Daniel 6:10; Exodus 34:28; Luke 4:2; 2:36,37; Acts 13:2).
The Scripture makes it clear that we can pray everywhere and every time (1 Timothy 2:8). We have examples and pointers to the appropriateness of praying daily – morning (Psalm 5:3), night and day (Psalm 88:1; Luke 6:12;), thrice daily (Psalm 55:17; Daniel 6:10), without ceasing (I Thessalonians 5:17). God expects every believer to be constant in prayer as this is the magnet that will attract His power upon our lives when exercised in faith and righteousness. Prayer becomes more effective when combined with fasting.
Question 2: Mention four people who observed prayers and fasting in the Bible.

Various categories of people – kings, prophets, saints, sinners, men, women and children fasted (with results) in the Old Testament. Examples of people who observed fasting in the Bible include Moses (Exodus 34:28), Ahab (I Kings 21:27), Ezra (Ezra 10:6), Daniel (Daniel 10:3), Christ (Luke 4:2), Paul (Acts 9:9), the Antioch church leaders (Acts 13:2), Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:23). Those who observed it according to God’s pattern had answers from God. Because they observed prayer and fasting according to the divine pattern, the exercise strengthened their individual lives and ministries, changed the course of events, brought God’s mercy, granted them favour before God and men. When we also observe it in line with God command, we shall get result, even greater result.

SCRIPTURAL GUIDE TO PREVAILING PRAYER (
Question 3: Mention three conditions for and three hindrances to answered prayers.
Various passages of the Bible radiate with God’s promises to answer prayer (Psalm 91:15; Luke 11:9; John 14:13,14). But it is also clear that the only form of prayer that God answers must be offered to the Father (Matthew 6:6; John 16:23; Ephesians 3:14), through the Lord Jesus Christ (John 16:23,24; Matthew 18:20). We are enjoined to pray continually, in faith (Mark 11:24), whole-heartedly (Jeremiah 29:13), with forgiving spirit (Mark 11:25), with perseverance (Luke 18:1), in righteousness and obedience (I Timothy 2:8; I John 3:22). Examples of people who received answers to their prayers in the Bible include Moses (Exodus 15:24,25), Solomon (I Kings 3:11-13), Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 18:31), Zacharias (Luke 1:13), the early church (Acts 4:31), etc. 

Question 2: Mention four possible postures for prayer.
There are no hard and fast rules as to the proper posture to assume before we can pray to our Father in heaven. The Bible reveals various positions including bowing down, bowing the knees or the head (Psalm 95:6; Romans 14:11; Exodus 4:31), falling on one’s face, kneeling (I kings 8:54), standing, sitting, lying, looking up or lifting up or spreading out the hands (I Timothy 2:8; Exodus 9:29). Other forms include weeping, talking, agonizing and groaning. It is expected that one would close one’s eyes while praying to avoid distraction. Closing one’s eyes in prayer enables the believer to get rid of all things that will prevent him from concentrating fully on the Lord.

 
However, praying without repentance and salvation from sin, without transformation of life and character, without righteousness, holiness and purity is a waste of time. Righteousness is very important in our lives. Whatever Christian activities we are engaged in, if our heart is not right with God, our prayers will not be answered. The religious sacrificial activity of the wicked is an abomination unto the Lord. Righteousness is our power in prayer. Other Causes of unanswered prayers include: disobedience (Deuteronomy 1:43,45), secret sin (Psalm 66:18), neglect of mercy (Proverbs 21:13), stubbornness (Zechariah 7:13), blood guiltiness (Isaiah 1:15), doubt (James 1:6,7), and self-indulgence (James 4:3).

BENEFITS OF SCRIPTURAL FASTING (Isaiah 58:3-14; Matthew 6:16-18; 17:19-21; 2 Chronicles 7:14)     

***Fasting accomplishes a good number of things in the life of the believer. These include chastening and humbling of the soul before God (Psalm 35:13; 69:10), crucifying the appetite to give time to seek the lord (2 Samuel 12:16-23), focusing one’s attention on God to the exclusion of all else (I Corinthians 7:5). Moreover, it aids in temptation (Matthew 4:1-11), helps in exercising power over demons (Matthew 17:14-21) and makes prayer powerful and effective.***  NB: This paragraph was brought from the second paragraph of the introduction, while the one that was here was taken to the introduction page.  
Replaced ***Question 5: Outline some benefits of scriptural fasting.*** 

It also helps when one is worried (Daniel 6:18), under judgment (I Kings 21:27), in need or in danger (Ezra 8:21; Esther 4:16), in trouble (Acts 27:9,33) or when ministering (Acts 13:1-3). That fasting complements believers’ prayer is revealed in the case of a demon possessed man whom the disciples could not help (Matthew 17:19-21). When they asked the Master (Christ) why they were unable to cast out the devil, He said, “this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.” Esther was a woman who believed strongly in prayer and fasting. When the life of the entire Jewish nation was in danger as a result of the evil which Haman was determined to carry out, she and her people resorted to fasting and seeking the face of God. She  said unto Mordecai “Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16). Through this singular act and total dependence on God, Esther and all the Jews were saved from the plot of Haman. This is a lesson too loud for indolent and gluttonous believers who cannot set aside a day to pray and fast to develop their spiritual muscle so as to deliver the oppressed world.                                                                                      

Some people have certain objections to fasting but the scripture has an answer for all such. Contrary to the objection of some Christians, fasting was not abolished with the law of Moses. It neither makes one to be like a false prophet, a Pharisee nor an unbeliever. Jesus did not condemn the hypocritical Pharisee for fasting but trusting in his self-righteousness and despising others (Luke 18:9-14). It is neither legalistic to fast regularly, nor is it wrong to join in corporate fasting.

However, we need not fast as a condition for any gift such as salvation, sanctification or Holy Ghost baptism. The only condition for these is faith (Luke 11:13). Furthermore, extremely long fasting that can tamper with our health and usefulness should be avoided (I Samuel 14:24-28). It is scriptural to fast for as long as our physical strength can carry us.

If believers and Christian workers will only practice the scriptural principles of fasting and praying, we are sure to enjoy the fullness of heaven’s blessings on a continual basis. Fasting and prayer are invaluable means of grace, victory and inestimable spiritual blessings.   

Lesson 299

     
  PERSONAL EVANGELISM

MEMORY VERSE: “He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ” (John 1:41).

TEXT: John 1:35-51

The thrust of our text is the practical demonstration of an effective, easy and exemplary soulwinning strategy. Beginning with John the Baptist’s concise introduction of the Saviour – “Behold the Lamb of God”, five different souls, who later became apostles and pillars in the early church, were systematically won to become disciples of Jesus Christ. Andrew, one of the first two disciples who heard John’s timely declaration and became followers of Christ, was able to convince his own brother (Peter) to join him in the decision to become a disciple of the Great Teacher. Interestingly and instructively, Christ Himself was not left out in the application of this reliable strategy. The next day after Andrew had brought Peter to Him, He won the heart of Philip almost effortlessly. Filled with a strong conviction and overwhelming joy, Philip also was able to convince Nathaniel who was initially cynical and reluctant to heed the divine call. The uniqueness of this string of conversions lies in the peculiarity of the procedure, the simplicity, the effectiveness and the enduring nature of the work done. Although it is relatively easy, the quality of the fruit produced is simply unsurpassable. These basic features make personal evangelism a mandatory, vital and indispensable method of soul-winning for every believer today.  

PERSONAL EVANGELISM: MEANING AND MANDATE (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; John 15:16; Acts 1:8).

Question 1: What does personal evangelism mean?
Personal evangelism is the person-to-person sharing of the good news of salvation, with the aim of leading a sinner to repent and turning wholly to God through Jesus Christ. It is the easiest, cheapest and most effective method of evangelism. It cannot be easily outlawed by the bans on public preaching and proclamation that may affect mass forms of evangelism. Through it, the seeker’s personal attention is gained, doubts are cleared and the decision made becomes solid and strong. It is the fastest and easiest way of quickly multiplying disciples and reaching any category of individuals in the community.

Question 2: Why should every believer have burning compassion for the salvation for the lost?

Personal evangelism is Christ’s mandate to every believer. While on earth, His main focus was to seek and save those who were lost in sin. This was his primary preoccupation, purpose and passion. “Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work” (John 4:34). Having paid the greatest price and sacrifice to redeem lost humanity from the bondage of sin and Satan, His parting charge and challenge to every believer is: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). The manner and tone of the charge reveals its urgent, compelling and mandatory nature. Thus, the disciples who heard Jesus giving this charge lived to fulfil it (Mark 16:20). The individual members of the early church also continued in the discharge of this responsibility (Acts 8:4,30-36). Today, no true disciple of Christ’s will neglect or undermine the mandatory task. 

Obedience to the Great Commission is demonstrated by the instrumentality of individual believers reaching out to sinners with the gospel message on a person-to-person basis. This foundational method of soul winning is the attempt on the part of a Christian to show a sinner, from the Word of God, his true state and need (Romans 3:10-23; I Corinthians 6:9,10); the truth of God’s judgement and punishment (Ezekiel 18:4; Romans 1:32; Revelation 20:15), God’s love resulting in the provision of a Saviour in the person of Jesus Christ (John 3:16; 1:29; Titus 2:11-14) and the requirement of repentance towards God and faith in Christ on the part of the sinner in order to be saved (Matthew 4:17; Luke 13:2,3; Acts 3:19; 17:30; Romans 10:9,10; John 3:15). This must be tactfully concluded with a deliberate effort of leading the sinner to repentance and to accept Christ as his personal Lord and Saviour (John 1:46-51; Acts 8:35-39).

NECESSITY AND URGENCY OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM (John 4:35; 9:4; Ezekiel 3:17-21, 11; Matthew 24:14).   

There is a great and urgent need today for consecrated Christians to give themselves to the task of personal evangelism. The pitiable conditions and descriptions of the sinners’ plight demand that every believer should have an insatiable desire for the salvation of souls. The fact and the reality of hell as a place of agonising torment and everlasting punishment in unquenchable fire demand that soulwinning should be carried out daily and seriously, and that diligently (Mark 9:43-47; Luke 16:23; 2 Corinthians 5:11). The value of a soul surpasses all the riches of the whole world put together (Matthew 16:26). The precious blood of Christ was shed to secure its redemption (1 Peter 1:18,19). 
It will be too late to reach out to these people after their death or the rapture. Therefore, each of us must take it upon ourselves as a matter of necessity and urgency to rescue these dying souls while there is time, for “the night cometh, when no man can work”. The time left for this job of eternal consequences is short (1 Corinthians 7:29-31). Human souls are the battleground between God and the Devil. Sad enough, Satan seems to be gaining more ground in these last days through the proliferation of false religions and prophets who are speedily and zealously attracting blinded souls into their nets, making them two-fold children of hell. Besides, there are millions of sinners and backsliders, who neither attend church nor any Christian programmes. Many of these die daily and go to hell. Unfortunately, some of them reside in our neighbourhoods, while others work in the same offices with us. 
We cannot depend on mass evangelism methods alone to win these people to the Lord. One soul genuinely led to the Lord and saved is better than ten thousand empty professions. If in a church of a hundred standing believers, each endeavours to bring a soul to Christ in six months, it means that in one year, there will be four hundred genuine believers in the congregation. Which local congregation today has recorded such a high rate of growth with all the mass programmes? The personal visit of a doctor can never be compared with the general prescription of cure for the general public. The doctor examines the patient, diagnoses the disease and prescribes the exact remedy. Let us develop the ability of individual effort and strive by all means to win souls by personal evangelism. The seriousness and great concern of God to save sinners from the wrecking influences of sin and its damning consequences is revealed by His solemn charges (2 Timothy 4:1,2; Mark 16:15; Ezekiel 33:11-19) and His involvement in directing soulwinners to souls (Acts 8:26-29; 10:9-20; 16:9). The Lord Jesus Christ gave time and attention to win Philip, Zacchaeus, the Samaritan Woman, the Thief on the cross and others. His desire to save souls made Him to die for the sins of the world (John 1:43; 4:7-28; Luke 19:1-10; 23:39-43; John 3:16).  
Question 3: How can the church leadership motivate members to be diligently involved in personal evangelism?

Commitment to personal soulwinning is lacking today in most of our congregations. It is therefore pertinent that the church should aim at raising an army of believers who will be addicted to personal evangelism. To achieve this, the leadership of the local church should take the lead and be an example to the flock in this great task (1 Peter 5:3). They should train the people through systematic pulpit teachings, specially organised weekend evangelism seminars and through workshops at both workers’ and general retreats. Apart from teaching and training, deliberate efforts should be made to challenge the believers to soulwinning. This can further be achieved through organised weekend evangelism outreach at church level, pairing of believers as evangelism partners in the house fellowship level, the use of Operation Andrew cards periodically and through organised outreaches of evangelism teams. To evaluate the efforts, believers can be made to bring their converts to a specially organised ‘Converts Rally Day’ where each believer will show his convert, and such convert will be further encouraged to continue in the Christian race.

Question 4: Enumerate the benefits of involving in personal evangelism 

  Numerous benefits abound in personal commitment to the Great Commission. When a soul is saved, there is joy in heaven; the community is made better, a family has been helped, a life has been transformed and a multitude of sins has been covered (James 5:20). Also God’s kingdom has been enlarged. There is joy in the soulwinner himself, joy in heaven and a crown of rejoicing awaits him in heaven (1 Thessalonians 2:19,20). Who would not want to be involved in such a rewarding task! “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3). 

THE LIFESTYLE OF SOULWINNERS (2 Timothy 2:4-6; Matthew 15:14; Isaiah 52:11; John 15:1-7).

Question 5: What should be the lifestyle of the effective soulwinner?

It is essential to note that effective soulwinning has a lot to do with the soulwinner’s life. The blind cannot lead the blind (Matthew 15:14). This underscores, first, the necessity of genuine conversion and salvation from sin for anyone who wants to be involved in personal evangelism (2 Timothy 2:6). The soulwinner must be free from spots, blemishes and evil reports so as not to constitute an offence to seekers. As God’s channel of the water of life, he must be clean, not rusted or corroded within. Having been saved and purified, therefore, the soulwinner must see himself as an ambassador of Christ, with an unshakeable conviction that personal evangelism is a debt and not an option (2 Corinthians 5:20; Romans 1:14; 1 Corinthians 9:16). Third, he must be properly connected to the Source of fruitfulness in soulwinning through prayers and fellowship (John 15:1-7). 
Fourth, he must be knowledgeable and skilled in the right application of the scriptures (Colossians 3:16; 2 Timothy 2:15; Hosea 4:6). Like an ignorant advocate cannot defend his client in the court of law, a soulwinner who lacks the knowledge of God’s Word cannot convince a sinner to accept Christ as his personal Lord and Saviour. Five, he must have a strong conviction about God; the Bible; the indispensability of salvation; the significance of Christ’s death and His resurrection; and the consequences of neglecting the call to salvation. In summary, to be effective, the soulwinner needs the compassion of a doctor, the courtesy of a nurse, the conviction of a communist and the commitment of a miner. In addition, he should be bold, courageous, persevering as a good soldier of the cross and patient as a good ambassador of Jesus Christ.

EFFECTIVE METHODS AND PROCEDURES IN PERSONAL EVANGELISM (I Corinthians 9:19-23; John 4:7-29; Acts 8:30-35; John 3:1-3).
Question 5: Mention various methods of personal evangelism. As a believer, which of them have you effectively adopted to reach the lost?    
Methods or approaches employed in personal evangelism differ from one person to the other. There is the direct approach. This is the abrupt introduction of the vital issue of salvation to sinner. It is generally done when the soulwinner observes he does not have much time to spend with the sinner. The method involves a direct question about the issue of the sinner’s soul, his relationship with God or his readiness to meet God. Philip used this method (Acts 8:30). Jesus did the same (John 3:3).

The indirect method focuses on reaching the sinner’s heart by holding, first, before his eyes, physical realities and then gliding into spiritual, eternal truths. It is generally conversational. Jesus did this (John 4:7-29). Friendship method of evangelism involves cultivating a relationship with someone of the same gender with an aim of winning him for Jesus. The price to pay includes sacrificial giving, self-denial, hard work and prayer. 

Literature method seeks to reach a sinner through the printed work. A Christian tract, magazine, comic or book given out prayerfully, purposefully and passionately can turn a soul to Christ faster than we think. The after-fellowship approach is most appropriate when we want to lead first-timers in our church or in the Home Caring Fellowship to the Lord. It involves expanding on the message he has just heard, applying it and calling him to decision.

LEADING THE SINNER TO DECISION (Acts 8:26-39; Luke 24:27).
Once the door of soulwinning has been opened, and the most suitable approach decided, the next urgent task of the soulwinner is the presentation of the gospel. He must reach the intellect, affect the will, stir the emotion, arouse the conscience and bring the unsaved man to the point of decision and surrender to Christ. 

Question 6: What steps can a soulwinner take to lead a soul to salvation?

To be effective in leading a sinner to conviction and conversion, there are things that must be done. One, like a doctor, diagnose the case with the use of questions to discover the class he belongs to and how best to deal with him. Two, describe the disease. Sin, as a disease of the soul, must be revealed with the help of the scriptures and painted vividly enough that the sinner will discover it in himself apparently (Galatians 5:19-21; I Corinthians 6:9,10). Three, prescribe the remedy. Christ is the remedy for sin. Thus, the soulwinner must exalt Christ so high that the sinner in the pit of sin will be willing to jump at the opportunity and hang on to Him immediately for deliverance (John 12:32; I Timothy 2:5,6; Hebrews 10:19-22). Four, warn of the danger of delay, and rejecting the truth (Isaiah 1:19; 2 Corinthians 6:2; Proverbs 29:1; Hebrews 4:1-6). Five, urge for an immediate decision. After having made clear the gospel, the soulwinner should encourage the sinner to decide for Christ. If he declares his intention to repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, he should be made to pray out in his own words confessing his sins and receiving Christ as Lord and Saviour (1 John 1:9; Romans 10:9,10). Six, anchor him to the Word of God for assurance. Finally, show him how to continue in Christ.

Question 8: What pitfalls must be avoided when leading a soul to the Lord?

However, there are things to avoid in the course of dealing with a soul. Do not exalt self above the sinner, or condemn denominations. Avoid acting victorious or proud when you have scored a point (Matthew 11:29) and do not tell sad stories, but point to Christ (John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:9). Do not multiply texts and illustrations, never be in a hurry, and deal not with more than one at a time. There is need for care when dealing with the opposite sex. Avoid getting into an argument with the seeker. Do not lose your self-control and emotion. Do not tell seekers to think it over; bring him to a decision at once where possible. Do not be discouraged by apparent failure. Often, you are simply another link in the chain of grace that will bring the sinner to Christ (John 4:37,38). As for outlook, do not have bad breath or body odour. 

As a further help, the soulwinner needs to be familiar with scriptures that deal with various categories of sinners. This is necessary to meet the sinner at his actual area of need, and to successfully penetrate his heart with the gospel. The various categories of sinners and relevant scriptural passages include: the careless (Luke 14:16; Ezekiel 33:9; Acts 24:25; Hebrews 2:3; 12:25; Isaiah 47:8,9), the deceived (Matthew 24:5; I Corinthians 6:9; 15:33; Galatians 6:7; Ephesians 5:6; 2 Thessalonians 2:3; I John 3:7), the religious (Matthew 7:22, 26; Romans 3:20; 11:6; Ephesians 2:8,9; Titus 3:5; Luke 18:9-14), the confused (John 6:37; 8:36; Jude 24; I Peter 1:5; 2 Timothy 1:12; Philippians 1:6), the superstitious (Acts 17:22-31; I Samuel 4:3-14; I Kings 20: 23-30; Jeremiah 10:2-13), the excuse-makers (Luke 14:16-24; Matthew 24:24,25; Acts 24:24,25), the ignorant (Hosea 4:6; Acts 17:23; Matthew 15:14; Jeremiah 5:4; Micah 4:12), the anxious (Acts 16:30,31; 2:37; Luke 3:9-14), the backsliders (Hebrews 10:38; 2 Peter 2:20; Revelation 2:4,5; Hosea 6:1-3; Isaiah 55:7), the free thinkers (Psalm 10:4; 14:1; Romans 1:19-26), the objectors (Romans 2:1-6; Ecclesiastes 12:13,14) and the sceptics (Psalm 10:4; 14:1; I John 2:22).

Efforts made in soulwinning will not yield much fruit if follow-up is neglected or relegated to the background. The soulwinner must make efforts to take the convert through series of convert studies and integrate him to the fellowship of the local church. He should also help him to be baptized in water and make him go through a discipleship training to further establish him in the faith and doctrines of the Christian faith, the young convert also needs to be shielded from and protected through the soulwinner’s constant prayers and visitation. He must be loved and cared for during persecution, difficulty and discouragement so that he does backslide. Above all, the soulwinner must be willing to sacrifice both his money and material, where necessary, for both the spiritual and physical welfare of the convert (2 Corinthians 12:15; Acts 9:27-30; 10:25, 26; 14:21,22).

