
The total cost of $3,200 per person includes round-trip airfare between   
Savannah and Tel Aviv, all in-country transportation, entrance fees, English
-language guides, and most meals.  Some lunches will be “on your own.” 
 

Initial deposit of $500 is due by September 15, 2014. 
Final payment is due by December 15, 2014. 
 

Payments should be made by check to “Sea Island Presbyterian Church.” 
 

Please note, tour costs are based on June 2014 airfare rates, taxes, and     
currency valuations.  Major fluctuations are unlikely but if they occur, could 
cause total price to change. 

Once deposit or full payment has been received, cancellations must be 
made in writing or by email to Pastor Heather. 
 
Cancellation before 11/30/2014:  $100 penalty 
Cancellation between 12/1/2014 and 12/31/2014: $500 penalty 
Cancellation after 1/1/2015: No refund 

Trip insurance is not included in this package.  Those wishing to purchase 
travel insurance should contact their travel agent of choice.  Travelers are 
encouraged to inquire about travel insurance that includes both medical 
cancellation and cancellation due to State Department travel warnings. 

US citizens need a passport valid at least six months beyond the tour return 
date.  Tour participants are responsible for their own passport. No         
vaccinations are required.   
 
In the ever-changing world situation, SIPC recommends personal monitor-
ing of news about Israel/Palestine. For the latest information and travel 
warnings, visit www.travel.state.gov.  By signing my registration application, 
I affirm that I have been advised and am aware of the US Department of 
State travel warning to Israel and the West Bank. 

OTHER INFORMATION 

TRIP INSURANCE 

CANCELLATION POLICY 

COST AND PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

Sea  Is land Presbyter ian  Church 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 

JANUARY 30—FEBRUARY 9, 2015 

As Christians, we do not worship a God who is eternally confined to 
the heavenly realm, but One who occupied a particular time and place 
in human history.  Come experience the land where God became   
incarnate as Jesus of Nazareth.  Enrich your reading of the Scriptures 
with first-hand experience of this “fifth gospel.” Partnering with   
Tantur Ecumenical Institute, we will experience key religious sites in 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho, and Galilee.  Come and meet the   
people who continue to call this land home.  We will visit a school for 
Palestinian children and hear from leaders working at building a    
lasting peace with justice for all residents of this sacred space. 



The Tantur Institute for Ecumenical Studies is situated at a beautiful loca-
tion on a hill in Jerusalem, near Bethlehem . It was founded in 1972 as an 
agreement between the Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant 
churches as a center for ecumenical friendship, dialogue, and study. 
Perched on the border of Israel and the Palestinian territories, Tantur is 
uniquely located as an oasis of learning, prayer and hospitality amidst the 
immense geo-political complexity of this part of the world. 
 
The campus of Tantur includes 40 acres of olive, fruit and pine trees and 
gardens that bloom nearly all year round; a library with over 70,000 vol-
umes; a dining room with superb local cuisine; recreational facilities; and a 
chapel. 

PREPARING TO VISIT THE HOLY LAND 

In order to fully appreciate all Israel and Palestine have to offer in such a 
short trip, the group from Sea Island will meet together before our trip. 
Meetings will be held on Wednesday nights at 6:30pm from September 3—
January 21.  It is strongly recommended that participants attend as many of 
these sessions as possible.  We will read several books together and discuss 
them. 
 

Suggested reading list: 
Blood Brothers by Elias Chacour 
I am a Palestinian Christian by Mitri Raheb 
My Promised Land by Ari Shavit 
The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan 
Night by Elie Wiesel 

TOUR PHILOSOPHY 

This tour is designed to provide an introduction to the Holy Land that  
appreciates the historical and religious significance of the region while at 
the same time respecting its current residents with their diverse political 
and religious viewpoints.  We will spend a significant amount of time visit-
ing Christian and Jewish holy sites.  We will also hear from local residents 
about their life in modern Israel and the West Bank, and from Arabs and 
Jews about efforts to build a lasting peace in the region that both groups 
call home.  Our goals are to more fully understand the Christian scriptures 
through personal experience in the land of their origin and to gain a more 
in-depth and human understanding of the current political situation. 

ABOUT TANTUR ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE 

January 30: Depart Savannah overnight flight 

 

January 31: Arrive Tel Aviv, shuttle to Jerusalem 

 Welcome and Orientation  

  overnight at Tantur Ecumennical Institute 

 

February 1: Worship at Christmas Lutheran Church, Bethlehem 

 Visit Bethlehem sites  

  (Church of Nativity and Shepherd’s Fields) 

 Visit with Palestinian family 

   overnight at Tantur 

 

February 2: Tour Jerusalem including City of David, Western Wall,  

  and Jewish Quarter 

 Evening cultural event or lecture 

   overnight at Tantur 

 

February 3: Visit Dead Sea, Masada, Qumran 

 Travel to Tiberias 

   overnight in Tiberias 

 

February 4: Visit Galilee sites including Mount of Beatitudes,  

  Tabgha, Capernaum 

 Evening boat trip on Sea of Tiberias/Galilee 

   overnight in Tiberias 

 

February 5: Visit Mar Elias Institute, Ibillin 

 Travel to Jerusalem 

   overnight at Tantur 

 

February 6: Tour Jerusalem including Mount of Olives and Garden of  

  Gethsemane 

 Visit Yad Vashem or Israel Museums 

   overnight at Tantur 

 

February 7: Visit St. George’s Monastery w/optional hike in Wadi Qelt 

 Visit Jordan river at site of Jesus’ baptism 

   overnight in at Tantur 

 

February 8: Tour Jerusalem including Temple Mount, Via Dolorosa,  

  And Church of Holy Sepulchre 

 After dinner, shuttle to Tel Aviv; depart Tel Aviv 

   overnight flight 

 

February 9: Arrive Savannah 

ITINERARY 


