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BE REMEMBERED AS REMARKABLE 
 

 

The teachers who are remembered for years after they stopped teaching are the ones who 

made their students feel magnificent. They opened up a new world of learning that changed 
their whole life... 
 

Fear and Manipulation Based Teaching 
 
Unfortunately, there is a mentality within the studio industry that is based on a cut-throat 
‘gotta be cruel to be kind’ teaching style that uses fear and manipulation to achieve results. 

While this may work in the short term, over time the studio’s reputation becomes 

unattractive to parents as stories spread of the extreme measures a studio will go-to to get 

results. 
 
And, what is the purpose of our role as teachers? Aren’t we there to inspire our students 
with a love of the performing arts that they will take with them all their lives? Don’t we seek 
to create a learning environment that allows students to feel comfortable making mistakes, 

trusting they will be supported? 
 
There are teachers out there who are achieving astounding results in a positive, nurturing 
way that brings out the best in a student without fear. 
 

What environment are you creating? 
 

Every interaction with your students is an opportunity to communicate. We always have a 

choice as to how we communicate, so choose to use language that makes your students 
feel more connected, empowered and motivated. Through genuine care, compassion and 

thoughtfulness, you’ll transition from being just their teacher, to someone they’ll treasure 

in their lives for decades to come. 
 
Teachers who master the art of making their students feel good are more in demand, 

receive more referrals and retain their students for longer.  
 
The more you are able to cultivate your ability to make others feel remarkable, the more 
you’ll find others are drawn to you (and your studio). 
 
On the following page, you’ll find some guidelines to serve you as you move towards 
becoming a teacher who brings out the best in your students. Share this with your teachers 

or form your own teaching philosophy to share with your teachers. 
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• Point out the triumphs, talents and special traits of your students to anyone and everyone 

– and especially in front of your students. 

 
• Celebrate the success of your students with gusto! 

 
• Listen (really listen) to what your student is telling you, try and work out what’s behind it.  

 
• Deliver insights that speak the truth and touch the heart. They’re not just improving in 

technique… how else are they growing? 

 
• Don’t bitch or gossip about your students. Ever. 

 
• When you see weakness in your students, soften with compassion and hold strong to your 
belief in their abilities. Sometimes you have to breakdown to breakthrough. 

 
• Experience the childlike joy of exploring and learning - see it as an adventure that opens 
up your eyes to a whole new world. 

 
• Be kind and generous without promotion. Let your actions speak more than your words. 

 
• Everyone is on their own path. Don’t try to force your students too hard with their 

education. If they don’t get it today, that’s ok, they may get it next time. 

 
• Be grateful for every single one of your students and when it’s time for them to choose 

another path, wish them well. 

 
• Do your very best to be the type of teacher where students run to your class, come in 

smiling and keep on smiling as they leave. 


