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professionals. “They're executives who like to travel; they hay
no kids. It’s pretty much the opposite of my life,” Brown say
with a laugh. But it’s the homeowners—even fictional ones in
this case—who are the impetus for any design. “We take cuc

from our clients and cater to their lifestyles,” he says

Because this couple would be at work most days, Brown

and his design associate, Lanah Barkley, focused on cre
soothing surroundings that would offer refuge in the evening
“We felt the colors should be restful,” he says. “The walls are
pretty much a neutral backdrop for collections of art and inter
esting shapes in the furniture.”

Artis an important component in Brown's designs, introduc
ing color, texture, and a personality. Much of the townhouse’s
art is Asian-inspired, reflecting his fictional client’s travels to the
Far East as well as Brown's personal interest in China. (He and
his wife, Kim, traveled there two years ago to adopt their young
est daughter.) “I'm all about things Chinese, and it was fun to
learn more about the culture and bring that into this project,
he says. Even so, Brown kept the Asian influences subtle. I

didn’t want it to seem ‘themey, to scream Chinese, | figured »
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wdded accessorn 1ch as a few jade pieces on the cocktai
le and wory calligraphy brushes. We set a bronze cricket
Chin mbol of good luck| atop a stack of books on an

ottoman in the living roon
Ihe young working couple’s lifestyle also affected how the

design team furnished the 2,900-square-foot townhome, *“We

vere thinking about how our couple would use the room:
Brown says. “They entertain casually; they don't have formal
dinner parties, so we didn't put a dining table in the arca desig

nated as a dining room.” Instead, stairs lead from the front entranc
on the ground level to what 1s now an 18x20-foot living roon

vith 11-foot ceilings on the main living level, a spacious area

that could accommodate large groups for cocktail partic

An open staircase to the third level is the architectural cen
terpi of the room, sweeping gracefully along a curved wall
hined with tall transomed windows, To exageerate the windows

putty-colored draperies fall from the ceiling to the floor

where
hems are allowed to gently crumple, “I like draperies to break
n the Hoor a bit tl e a couple of inches longer than
floor length)” Brown says. “It makes the room a little more

sual==not too stufly, not too serious
\ round table nestles into the curve of the stairca oftering
1 place for keys and mail, and a side chair is cos

n fabric depicting cherry blo

ed i aton

om branches, »
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An antique wool rug on the chocolate-stained oak floors

defines the sitting area of the living room, which is furn

with a mux of relaxed armchairs, a sofa, and an ottoman. *The
living room is not overly formal.” Brown says. To keep a casua

attitude, he avorded arranging

jects in pairs. “The only par

we have is a pair of lamps” To make it more inviting, *“We
wanted to break things up with different pieces of furniture
A red-lacquered cabinet and side table add blasts of warm color

Brown carried the neutral color palette into the combination

tamily room/kitchen/breakfast room, but he hivened things »
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paintings
and texture everal

backgrounds,
colorful original art makes for rooms that are

classic, clean-lined, and invitingly casua

fireplace was simplified with a sleek quartz stone surround and
no mantel. “It's more clean looking,” he say
Mocha-colored quartz stone tops a l;

the family room from the kitchen's

island that separates
work zone. A blend of
mosaic tiles in warm earth tones adds muted ¢ olor and pattern

to the backsplash wall. Distinctive pendant lights were Brown's

creation: An electrician drilled holes in the bases

s of iInexpensive
glass vases

ind wired them to hold dec orative bulbs
awn red-oak cal
natural with black

Quarte:

nets in two different finishes

glaze and ebony give the kitchen a»
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Eco-friendly fabric made from renewable bamboo was used

or draperies in the family room and breakfast room. »

:
|

ont

glossy ef

nviting we

and concrete

teak

es with cush:

patio. Above left: A ha

ng cabinet from Gladiator GarageWol

area. Above center: Just steps

1s a small deck with a settee and chairs

Sunbrella fabric and accented with throw pille

e and organized. The floor g

by Rust-Oleum that transfor

ns the garag

fabric. Above right: The second-level balc ony is sheltered by a grace

awning of Sunbrella fabric wrapped on a metal fr me.




Asian and geometric motifs continue
on the third level, where the master
bedroom showcases a brown-and-cream
fretwork fabric on windows. Walnut
furnishings, embroidered bed linens, and
ivory-colored walls repeat the color
This
room is very bright. It almost feels like

theme and keep the mood relaxec

you're in a tree house,” Brown says.

To create a focal point, he arranged
six Chinese etchings in oversized mats
and dark brown frames above the sleigh
bed. A sea
texture. “I didn’t want the room to be

rrass rug underfoot adds

overly formal,” he says.

The master bath also has a tree-house
feel, with multiple windows and views
of the town. " You're up high enough that
you can bathe in privacy while looking
out over downtown Woodstock,” notes
Brown. But to ensure modesty and
warmth, windows are covered in Roman
shades in the same fretwork fabric as that
used in the bedroom. Walls were also
upholstered in the fabric, creating an

enveloping sense of comfort

His-and-her vanities separated b
walk-in shower are topped with chunky
glass sinks, and mirrors are mounted in
faux bamboo frames. “I wanted the
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bathroom to be very Zenlike as well as
er.

plains the desi

functional

Flexibility was built into the house
design, with several rooms serving mul-
lipk: purposes. A daybed in the guest
room could be used for overnight visitors
or as a cozy spot for the homeowners to
read or watch TV. The room’s design
echoes that of the master bedroom, with
nailheads on the end of the daybed
repeating the geometric shapes of the
fretwork fabric. A hand-painted cherry
blossom wall covering, an Indonesian
basket lamp, and other furnishings reflect
the Asian inspiration.

A den on the ground floor is also
table that

multipurpose, with a la
could double as a desk or for serving a
buffet. Two sets of French doors open the
den to the patio, making the space well
suited for a home-based office or for

indoor-outdoor entertaining

A sophisticated wireless lighting sys-
tem allows the tech-savvy homeowners
to adjust light levels throughout the
house via remote controls. The system
can be programmed so that a touch of
one button can dim or brighten lights in
one or more rooms to suit a particular
situation—from cocktail parties to a
quict dinner for two. Control plates are
color coordinated to blend inconspicu-
ously into the walls.

The residence shares a courtyard with
several other townhouses, an arrangement
that fosters friendships, Brown says.“This
couple might not do a lot of formal
entertaining, but I can see friends and
neighbors coming over to have a glass of
wine. You could open the French doors
and sit out in the courtyard every evening.
It really is a fabulous community.” #
Architect: Lew Oliver :

Kitchen designer: Linda Pittam, CKD, ASID
For more information, see sources on page 208

Editor’s note: Robert Brown and two other
Atlanta designers were asked to create three
adjacent townhomes that would suit the needs
of different homeowners in Woodstock Down-
town. Barbara Westhrook created a home for
a young family with children, featured in the
March 2008 issue of Traditional Home. A
single profe

sional woman’s home was designed
by Scott Laslie and published in Traditional
Home April 2008. Al three townhomes can
be viewed at traditionalhome.com.
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