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TIME: 13 minutes, 08 seconds 

PRIEST: Father Philip Eldracher 
 

10th Sunday after Pentecost.  
Epistle: I Cor. 12:2-11. Gospel: Luke 18:9-14. 
 
Two men went up into the Temple to pray, the one a Pharisee, and the 
other a publican. 
 
In the Name of the Father, and the Son of the Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
Throughout His public life, our Blessed Lord interacted with a great many 
people. Many of them were good and pious persons, the Blessed Virgin, 
Saint Joseph, Saint John the Baptist, the Apostles, Saint Martha. Many of 
those with whom Our Lord interacted, were also sinners, Levi the 
publican, the Samaritan woman at the well of Jacob, Saint Mary 
Magdalen, Zacheus, the Good Thief. Our Blessed Lord, even when 
providing necessary correction to those about Him, as we saw in the 
Gospel on the Feast of Saint Martha this past week, is characterised by 
His meekness and gentleness.  
 
There is one class of persons, however, towards whom Our Saviour 
directs the fullness of His Divine wrath: the Pharisees. These He 
condemns, time and again, in the most scathing terms, because of their 
pride, and their unbelief. Because they had reduced the practice of the 
true religion, to merely an outward observance of externals, for this, Our 
Saviour condemns them. In the words of the Prophet Isaias:  
 
This people honoureth Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. 
 
From today's Parable, we might learn two invaluable lessons. First, that 
not all those who go up to pray at the Temple of God, are thereby 
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justified. And second, that our Faith requires us to honour God also in our 
hearts, and not merely with our lips. Not every act of worship directed to 
God is pleasing to Him. We read in Sacred Scripture, of many sacrifices 
and prayers, which God rejects. God rejected the sacrifice of Cain. God 
rejected the sacrifice of King Saul, in the Old Testament. And in today's 
Gospel, God rejects the prayer of the Pharisee.  
 
In our own times, there are sadly, a great many sacrifices, which imitate 
the sacrifice of Cain, the offering to God of a thing which has become 
corrupted by a mixture with evil and filth. As He did with the unworthy 
sacrifice of Cain, God will repudiate such sacrifices. I speak of those 
Masses, which are offered in union with, and under the auspices of, the 
post-Vatican II hierarchy.  
 
The Mass is the principal public act of Divine worship of the whole 
Church. The reason that the New Mass is so repugnant to a Catholic 
mind, is that there is nothing Catholic about it. It is faithless, dogma-less, 
an imitation of a Protestant supper service. Many have, and with good 
reason, determined to return to what has become known as the 
Traditional Latin Mass. But there are likewise many who have failed to 
see the necessary conclusion: that an organisation promoting a liturgy, as 
harmful to Faith as the New Mass is, cannot be the Church established by 
Christ, the Catholic Church protected and guided by the Holy Ghost to 
lead her children to Heaven. This oversight has given rise to a tainted 
sacrifice, a true Mass which is offered to God, under the auspices of a 
false religion, a mixture of the true worship of God with the false. 
Something for which, on so many countless occasions, the Israelites in 
the Old Testament were severely chastised by Almighty God.  
 
In recent weeks, there has been a great deal of distress among those 
Catholics, who have thus far mistakenly, but with perhaps the best of 
intentions, attempted to preserve their Faith and to worship God, under 
the auspices of the religion of Vatican II. Bergoglio, whom they consider 
to be the Vicar of Christ on earth, has all but outlawed the Latin Mass. 
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Therefore, the Sacrifice, which must needs be offered, they have no way 
now of offering. They find themselves much like King Saul, in the Old 
Testament, beset by the Philistines, but with no means of offering 
sacrifice to ask for God's assistance. As they protest for the maintenance 
of their Traditions, under the auspices of the Novus Ordo, they stand in 
danger of hearing the same condemnation declared by Our Lord to the 
Pharisees:  
 
Why do you also transgress the Commandment of God for your Tradition?  
 
If Bergoglio is the Pope, then he commands with the authority of God 
Himself. According to these words of Christ:  
 
He that heareth you heareth Me, and he that despiseth you despiseth Me, 
and he that despiseth Me, despiseth Him that sent Me. 
 
For as long as one considers the heresiarchs of Vatican II to be the Vicars 
of Christ on earth, to presume to offer a forbidden sacrifice will 
necessarily incur the same sentence as that pronounced upon King Saul, 
in the Old Testament: rejection by God.  
 
Without the Catholic Faith, the Mass will profit you nothing. For as Saint 
Paul says: Without Faith, it is impossible to please God.  
 
The religion promoted by Vatican II is not the Catholic Faith; it is directly 
contrary to it. In order for the Mass to be pleasing to God, therefore, it 
must be separated entirely from the contamination of the false religion 
of Vatican II. There is only one thing to do: to admit that Vatican II has 
created a new false religion. A new and false religion, radically distinct 
from the Catholic Church, a new and false religion which, with its 
antipope Bergoglio, we must entirely reject if we are to retain, ourselves, 
the Catholic Faith. Only in this way might we offer a sacrifice to God 
which will not be rejected. 
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But there is another type of prayer which is also rejected by God, as we 
see in today's Gospel: the prayer of the Pharisee. Those of us here today 
have received the singular grace of the knowledge of the true Faith. The 
grace to reject any aspect of Catholicism, which has been tainted by 
association with the false religion of Vatican II. But if we choose to 
become like the Pharisees, we shall render the grace of God in us to be of 
no avail.  
 
It is not enough merely to attend Mass on Sundays, to put on in public a 
Catholic veneer, so as to appear virtuous and pious before other men, 
then in private, to live like a pagan. Such a one becomes like the 
Pharisees. In the words of Our Lord: whitened sepulchres, which 
outwardly appear to men beautiful, but within are full of dead man's 
bones, and of all filthiness.  
 
When you stand before the Judgment Seat of Almighty God, your lot in 
eternity will not be determined by what your neighbours thought about 
you. Or how many of them you might have impressed with your displays 
of piety. Your lot in eternity will be determined by whether you loved 
God, Who declares:  
 
If you love Me, keep My Commandments. 
 
Consider that duty of your state in life, which pleases you the least. And 
ask yourself how zealous are you in its fulfillment for God's sake? That is 
the measure of to what degree you love God. Here indeed, might we all 
find something in ourselves that is lacking. Therefore, let us today in our 
prayers, imitate the publican of today's Gospel.  
 
Oh God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  
 
God bless you.  
 
In the Name of the Father and the Son, the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


