
Still Growing: Week 10 
Message Date: March 28, 2021 
Primary Biblical Texts: 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24, 1 Peter 1:3–9, John 18 and 21 

Purpose of the Still Growing Series 
Still Growing is a close look at the first letter to the Thessalonians. It is a letter written to a 
community of people to help them keep growing. The Apostle Paul specifically focused on how to 
pursue faith, love, and hope with this new church in Thessaloniki. Through reading the letter, we 
will focus on encouraging our congregation to keep growing, as well. We also hope to teach 
participants how to begin reading the Bible more effectively on their own. 

Message Content 
This week, Christian closed our series on 1 Thessalonians by sharing Paul’s closing promise that 
we can be hopeful about still growing because God is faithful. It is not our own strength that is able 
to make us grow but Jesus’ love. Christian then asked us to reflect upon our own journey through 
this series and consider how we might have grown in the virtues of faith, love, and hope. He then 
closed by sharing Peter’s story. Jesus’ grace for Peter’s failures encourages us that God’s love is all 
we need to keep growing. 

Mixer 
1. How should a dog wear pants? On its back two legs or on all four legs? Or how should a 

giraffe wear a necktie? Up by its head or down by its chest?  
2. What is one negative experience in your life that has helped you grow the most?  
3. How has this series been for you? What are some things that have stood out? 
4. Where do you feel called to grow right now? Where do you want to grow? 

Bible Study: Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 and 1 Peter 1:3–9 

Pauls Good Word: Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 
1. What stood out to you? Is there a particular word or phrase that jumped out? Why? 
2. Paul prays for God to “sanctify you entirely.” How does God sanctify us? What does it 

look like, practically? How are the Thessalonians standing out? (Look back at chapter 1.)  
3. Share a time when God was faithful to you. Share a time when you doubted God’s 

faithfulness. 
4. Where are you lacking faith and needing God’s help? 

Peter: Read 1 Peter 1:3–9 
1. What stands out in this passage? 
2. Peter was a man who dreamed big and fell hard. What are some of his experiences of 

God’s grace and faithfulness? 
3. According to Peter, what value does suffering or struggling add to our lives?  
4. Where do you relate to Peter’s story? Has a particular struggle ever helped your faith? 
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Self Assessment and Reflection: 
1. In light of our 1 Thessalonians study, how have you grown in the last few months? 

a. How have you grown in faith, learning to trust God and be more obedient? 
b. How have you grown in love, by both giving and accepting love? 
c. How have you grown in hope, seeing your current struggles in light of Christ 

redeeming all things? 
2. In light of Jesus’ reconciliation with Peter after the resurrection, how would you answer if 

Jesus came to you and asked, “Do you love me?” 
 
Pray Together 

1. Thank God for these past few months.   
2. Ask God to keep you growing.   
3. Pray for what you need. 
4. Pray for what’s next with your group meeting together. 
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