
Still Growing: Week 5 

Message Date: February 21, 2021 

Primary Biblical Texts: 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 1:9–10 

Purpose of the Still Growing Series: Still Growing is a close look at the first letter to the Thessalonians. It 
is a letter written to a community of people to help them keep growing. The Apostle Paul specifically 
focused on how to pursue faith, love, and hope with this new church in Thessaloniki. Through reading the 
letter, we will focus on encouraging our congregation to keep growing, as well. We also hope to teach 
participants how to begin reading the Bible more effectively on their own. 

Message Content: This week, Lead Pastor Christian Andrews taught us how the gospel transforms our 
entire lives. Paul shared in 2:19 that his hope, joy, and reward was that the Thessalonians were being 
transformed by the gospel. He lists these in 1:9–10, sharing that they have been transformed in the way 
they welcomed others, in their worship of the living God instead of idols, and in placing their hope in 
Jesus’ advocating for them in the coming judgment. Christian invited us to grow with the Thessalonians in 
these areas. 

Introduction Questions 

1. Mixer: What is your favorite movie you’ve seen or book you have ever read? What effect did it 
have upon you? 

2. Is it hard for you to slow down when you read the Bible? How do you take in what you are 
reading? 

3. Before this sermon, how would you define “success” in a church? How have you seen the church 
define success? 

4. How do you feel about church “success” being the transformation of its members? How have you 
seen our church be successful in the way Paul sees it?  
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Scripture Study & Personal Reflection: The Three Transformations 

An Unusual Welcome: Read 1 Thessalonians 1:9a, Romans 15:7 

1. Where or how do we still practice the law of reciprocity in our social relationships today? 
2. Share a time when you were welcomed and cared for by a community of people in a way that 

surprised you. 
3. Where is God challenging you to this kind of unusual welcome, no matter what it costs you?  
4. Who do you need to open the door to like Christ has opened the door to you? 
5. What can we do in our church to be more welcoming, especially when we begin meeting together? 

Turning away from idols toward the living God: Read 1 Thessalonians 1:9b and Psalm 115 
1. What are some obvious idols in our our world? What are some not-so-obvious idols?  
2. What tempts you to give your devotion, though it’s not worthy of it? Where are you inclined to 

place your ultimate hope in something that is not ultimate? Where have you assigned too much 
significance to something created? 

3. We all need reminders to look to God instead of our own desires. What stood out in Psalm 115? 
4. What might it look like for you this week or during Lent, to turn from idol-worship to the living 

God? 

Eternal Hope: Read 1 Thessalonians 1:10 and Romans 8:33–39 

1. When you think of the end of your life, or the Day of the Lord when Christ returns, what do you 
hope for? 

2.   Is it hard to hold in tension God’s love and wrath? How does Christ’s death and resurrection give 
you hope? 

3. How might you regard your own sins differently if you shifted what your eternal hope is ?  
4. How would you relate to others in their sin differently if you remembered your eternal hope?     
5.   Read and memorize Romans 8:37–39. How is this verse comforting to you?  

Pray Together & Challenge 
1. Ask God to bring to mind areas where you’d like him to help you become more welcoming, turn 

from idols, and put your hope in Christ.  Ask God to help you do one thing differently this week.  
2. If you’ve chosen something for Lent to focus on, give up, or add to your life, share that with your 

group. 
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