
Still Growing: Week 4 
Message Date: February 14, 2021 
Primary Biblical Texts: 1 Thessalonians 2 

Purpose of the Still Growing Series:  
Still Growing is a close look at the first letter to the Thessalonians. It is a letter written to a community of 
people to help them keep growing. The Apostle Paul specifically focused on how to pursue faith, love, 
and hope with this new church in Thessaloniki. Through reading the letter, we will focus on encouraging 
our congregation to keep growing, as well. We also hope to teach participants how to begin reading the 
Bible more effectively on their own. 

Message Content:  
This week, Lead Pastor Christian Andrews taught us how we can live lives that express the conduct of the 
gospel. He likened this kind of living to a scale: on one side is the content of the gospel, on the other is 
how we live out the gospel. Paul encourages us to live a “balanced” life—one where content and conduct 
are reflective of one another. Paul mentions three ways he didn’t act and two ways he did act, which are in 
line with a “balanced” gospel life. He didn’t flatter, he wasn’t greedy, and he didn’t seek praise. Rather, he 
was gentle, like a mother nursing her baby and strong and direct like a good father. Christian encouraged 
us to learn from Paul and to live out a life that is equally marked by the gospel content we have received 
and the gospel life that we live. 

Introduction Questions: 

1. Mixer: If you could have a dinner party and invite any five people, who would you invite?  
(These five can be living or dead, famous or ordinary, fictional or real.)  

2. Have you ever spent time with someone who, just because of the kind of person he or she is, 
makes you feel close to God? Is there something about him or her that makes it easier to believe 
that God is good?  Who are they and why? 

Scripture Study 

Read  1 Thessalonians 2:1–12 
1. Why do you think Paul took the time to remind the Thessalonians of his and Silas’ good conduct 

when they were with the church there? What was Paul and Silas’ motivation for ministry? Who 
were they trying to please?  

2. How would you define flattery, greed, and seeking praise from other people?   
3. How do you see these three lived out in the world or glorified in social media, TV, movies, or in 

everyday life?  
4. How do you share “your very life with others” and not only the “gospel?” Why is this important?  
5. Have you ever met someone who claims to be a Christian and speaks a lot about God but lives a 

life that looks quite differently than Jesus? What about someone who has never claimed to know 
God but lives a life that looks a lot like Jesus? How does this shape how you live your life? 
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Personal Reflection: 

1. Where do you become a flatterer, using your words to please rather than profit?  
2. What does it look like to “profit others” instead of flatter them?  
3. What are you greedy for that gets in the way of your relationship with others?  
4. Who are you trying to get praise from instead of simply pleasing Jesus? 
5. What feelings arise when you hear Paul describe his ministry like being a “nurturing mother” and 

a “strong father?” What effect does it have on you hearing Christian say, “men can be like 
mothers and women can be like fathers in the way they care for people? (Don’t forget to keep in 
mind Paul’s context and Greco-Roman culture he and the Thessalonians lived in.) 

6. Is there someone in your life who has been a gentle or strong parental figure in your life?  What 
did they do to comfort or encourage or correct you in a loving way?  

7. In your life, who is God calling you to care for as a mother or a father? 
8. What is an area of your life that you need to work at, bringing your conduct in balance with the 

conduct of the gospel? What would Jesus encourage you to do? 

Pray Together
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