
Still Growing: Week 3 
Message Date: February 7, 2021 
Primary Biblical Texts: Acts 17, Acts 13, 1 Thessalonians 2:1–4 

Purpose of the Still Growing Series:  
Our series Still Growing is a close look at the first letter to the Thessalonians. It is a letter written to a community of 
people to help them keep growing. The Apostle Paul specifically focused on how to pursue faith, love, and hope 
with this new church in Thessaloniki. For the next two months while reading the letter, we will focus on encouraging 
our congregation to keep growing, as well. We also hope to teach participants how to begin reading the Bible more 
effectively on their own. 

Message Content:  
This week, Christian preached about Paul’s message to the Thessalonians, his “gospel of God.” We looked in Acts at 
what Paul likely shared with his friends in Thessaloniki.  It was something that “turned the world upside down” for 
those who heard it. Christian turned to Paul’s address to the church in Antioch in Acts 13 to show us what Paul was 
likely preaching—in Jesus, God turns failures into successes, guilt into innocence, and death into life. God’s work in 
Christ is “good news” for all who hear it, and we should believe and live differently just like the Thessalonians did. 

Introduction Questions: 

1. Mixer: Reimagining familiar things in a new way can change our view point. Consider this question to 
start: Is a pop-tart a ravioli? Why or why not? What about a calzone? Is it a ravioli? 

2. Christian taught us about Paul’s message of the “gospel of God.” Gospel is a familiar word to Christians. 
What have you been taught that the “gospel of God” is? How would you describe “The Good News?” 

3. The Jews in Thessaloniki claimed that Christians were “turning the world upside down.” What do you see 
in the world that needs to be turned upside down?  

4. Have you seen the gospel turn the world upside down? What did it look like? If not, what didn’t it look 
like? 

Scripture Study 

GOSPEL: Read  1 Thessalonians 2  and Acts 13:26–39 and Discuss 
1. What do you think it would have been like to hear Paul preach the gospel for the first time in 

Thessalonians? How old were you when you first heard the gospel? 
2. What do you think it would have been like to get a letter from Paul? 
3. How do you suppose the Thessalonians church kept strong during the time they were apart from Paul and 

Silas? How are you keeping strong while you are apart from your church family?  
4. Why do you think there was a difference between the way Jews heard the Good News and the way gentiles 

experienced it for the first time. (Think about the location of where Paul preached.)  
5. Think about the prophecies in Isaiah 53 and the Old Testament about the Messiah coming. Think about how 

the Good News of Jesus must have resonated with Jews who were waiting for a Messiah. How was their 
hope for a King and military leader turned upside down by Jesus?  

6. What questions do you still have after reading 1 Thessalonians chapter 2 and Acts 13?  
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Personal Reflection: 

1. When you first decided to follow Jesus, what in your life was “turned upside down”? How did the people 
around you respond to the change?  What in your life took a long time to change, and what didn’t happen 
right away?  

2. What aspect of your life right now do you wish God would turn upside down? What about in someone 
else’s life? 

3. Think about a time in your own life where something seemed like a failure but was turned into success by 
God. 

4. Have you experienced the “turning upside down” of guilt and shame into innocence, forgiveness, and 
belonging? 

5. What are some “deaths" that you have seen God breathe life into in your life in the past year? (Even though 
2020 was a difficult year.) 

6. Who is someone you think needs to hear the “good news”?  How can you invite them to hear it? 

Pray Together
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