
Still Growing Week 2 
Message Date: January 31, 2021 
Primary Biblical Texts: 1 Thessalonians 1:3–10 

Purpose of the Still Growing series: 
Still Growing is a close look at the first letter to the Thessalonians. It is a letter written to a community of 
people to help them keep growing. The Apostle Paul specifically focused on how to pursue faith, love, 
and hope with this new church in Thessaloniki. For the next two months, through reading the letter, we 
will focus on encouraging our congregation to keep growing, as well. We also hope to teach participants 
how to begin reading the Bible more effectively on their own. 

Message Content: This week, Lead Pastor Christian Andrews preached about the virtues of faith, love, 
and hope. They are meant to be understood as active things we do, not passive thoughts we think. There 
are works of faith, labors of love, and steadfast hopes that we all should have because of our faith in 
Jesus. Our Christian faith is not just a thought, but it is lived out through our lives. As we try to 
understand the Bible and how to be a disciple, Jesus should always be our prime example. 

Introduction Questions 

1. Mixer: Who do you admire? What for and why? 
2. How are faith, love, and hope usually defined in the world?  How have you been taught these in 

the church? Where do you see these terms distorted? 
3. When you first encountered Jesus (or decided to follow him more closely), what in your life 

changed first? What was different about you?  
4. In his message on Sunday, Christian taught us that we should look to Jesus to define our ideas of 

God and interpret what we read in scripture. How does this principle help us interpret confusing 
passages? 
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Scripture Study 
FAITH: Read Mark 14:32–36 
Christian used Jesus entrusting himself to his Father and going to the cross as an example of the 
“work of faith.”   

1. Can you think of someone in your life that you admire for their works of faith?  
2. Have you ever taken a step of faith? How did it go? What was it like to entrust yourself to 

Jesus? 

LOVE: Read John 13:1–15  
He also looked at Jesus washing the disciples’ feet as an example of a “labor of love.”  

1. Share a time when you’ve seen this played out in your own life—either someone showing 
this kind of love to you or to another person. 

2. Jesus knows that living out love is hard, but he gives us what we need to do it. What is 
something that you “have” to do each week that you can choose to approach as a “labor 
of love” for Jesus? 

HOPE: Read John 20:19–20  
Christian invited us to look at Jesus’ appearance to the disciples as an example of hope that 
endures. Despite the disciple’s fear, Jesus still sent them out to carry on his work. This is 
“steadfastness of hope.” 

1. Think about a time when you kept on hoping despite the way things appeared. How did 
you keep on hoping? 

2. Where are you being steadfast in hope? 

Personal Reflection Questions & Challenges 
1. Where do you need to “work at faith” right now? 
2. Who do you need to “labor in love” with right now? 
3. Where do you need to be “steadfast in hope” right now? 

Pray Together 

For Further Reading 
 FAITH: Habakkuk 3:17–19   
 LOVE: Phillipians 2:1–11 
 HOPE: Romans 8:18–25
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