
Still Growing Week 1 
Message Date: January 24, 2021 
Primary Biblical Texts: 1 Thessalonians 2:17–3:1, 3:6–10; Acts 15:1–15 

Purpose of the Still Growing Series: 
This week, we begin our series Still Growing looking at First Thessalonians. It is a letter written to a 
community of people to help them keep growing. The Apostle Paul specifically focused on how to pursue 
faith, love, and hope with this new church in Thessaloniki. For the next two months, through reading the 
letter, we will focus on encouraging our congregation to keep growing, as well. We also hope to teach 
participants how to begin reading the Bible more effectively on their own. 

Message Content: This week, Christian talked about why reading the Bible helps us to grow. He also 
pointed out that keeping the context in mind is important as we read scripture. It helps us to understand 
who the text was written to and why it was written. This helps us as modern readers hear more clearly 
God’s voice as we read. Christian showed us this by teaching us about the context of 1 Thessalonians—it 
was written to help people keep growing in faith, love, and hope in a challenging time. Understanding this 
context encourages us to endure the time we find ourselves in.  

Introduction Questions 

1. Mixer: (This question is fun but will also help the group understand each other by showing us 
how each person thinks and approaches problem-solving.) Is cereal soup? Why or why not? 
Consider this: cereal is basically just spaghetti-o’s with milk instead of tomato soup. 

2. What is your context? If someone was studying your life, what would they say?   
3. Have you ever read the Bible on your own? How did that go? Why (or why not) should Christians 

read the Bible?  
4. What stood out about the message this week? 

Scripture: Acts 17:1–15: Context matters as we read scripture. 1 Thessalonians was a letter written to 
particular people in a particular place. In Acts 17, Luke writes the story of how the church in Thessaloniki 
was founded. In order to better understand what Paul was saying to them and what God wants to say to 
us, we need to know this context.  

1. Have one person read Acts 17:1–15. 
2. What stands out? 
3. Who are the people Paul seems to gather into a church? 
4. Where were they meeting? 
5. What was the result of their meeting together to worship Jesus? 
6. The main claim against the believers was that “they were turning the world upside down.” 

Do you think that Jesus is still turning societies upside down today? Why or why not? 



Personal Reflection Questions & Challenges 

1. Which of the virtues do you need to grow in most right now: faith, love, or hope? Why is this the 
case? What do you think will help you grow in this area? 

2. What is one thing you can do this week to help you grow? (reading, praying, listening, asking 
questions, etc.) Try doing something new this week to help you grow. 

3. Take time to read 1 Thessalonians from start to finish in one sitting.  (It’s only 5 chapters.) Write 
down your thoughts and questions as you go. Pray that God would speak to you through your 
time reading.  

Close in Prayer 


