
“Bear with one another and, if any has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” Colossians 3:13

“Bearing with” can mean supporting, tolerating, or enduring. In the community of faith, we will encounter 
relationships that require all three. To stay together, we must practice forbearance.

• What are the most common complaints people within the church have against one another? 
• Have you lived through a divisive time in a church? Did an unwillingness to bear with others contribute to 

the division? What was the outcome?
• There is a difference between tolerating and enabling. How do you manage the line? 
• Share any experiences of others bearing with you; either supporting, tolerating, or enduring.

God “Bears with” Each of Us
“Regard the patience of our Lord as your salvation.” II Peter 3:15 

The patience of God is a theme that repeatedly emerges in the Bible. His decision to bear with his people, 
tolerating and enduring their repeated failures, is their salvation.

• Share thoughts about how the apostle Peter would have experienced the Lord’s patience. 
• How does God have to “bear with” you because of your shortcomings? 
• How have you experienced God’s support, tolerance, or endurance? 
• What are some personality traits in you that require God’s patience? 
• Have a group member read I Timothy 1:12–17 aloud. Discuss Paul’s experience of God’s patience and 

mercy as an example for those who would “come to believe.”

Who Are You Called to Bear With?
Have each group member spend a few minutes identifying three relationships that require forbearance. Think of 
one person who needs support. Think of another relationship that requires a healthy measure of tolerance. Think 
of a third that challenges you to endure. Take note below of whom God is calling you to bear with and how you 
will work at it.

God is calling me to support ___________________ by _________________________________________

God is calling me to tolerate ___________________ by _________________________________________

God is calling me to endure ___________________ by _________________________________________

• Give some time for those who want to share what they have written. 
• After listening, offer any guidance or advice that you feel might be helpful. 

Prayer
Close your group time by praying. Thank God for his mercy and patience for each group member. Praise him for 
bearing with us. Then, ask for God’s help to bear with one another. Ask for his Spirit to empower each member of 
the group to bear with the relationships they wrote down above; and ask God to give our church a sprit of grace, 
mercy, and peace with one another. 


