
Introduction 
If this is your first meeting together, take some time to get to know one another. Have each participant share a 
recent highlight and a bit about their hopes for the discussion group. Select someone to pray, asking God to help 
you all grow for spending this time together.  

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. (Romans 14:1) 
The early church in Rome was comprised of people who were at different stages of faith. Paul urged them to 
welcome one another just as Christ welcomed them all. Not for arguing, but with an eye toward mutual edification.  

• Share an experience of being graciously welcomed. How did that impact you? 
• Have you ever been excluded because of differing opinions? Describe. 
• What are your thoughts about churches dividing over different theological outlooks? (Remember not to 

quarrel with one another in your group over opinions!) 

Jesus’ story of Welcome and Anger (Luke 15:11–32) 
Take time to read aloud the parable Jesus told in response to the grumbling of those who didn’t approve of his way 
of welcoming sinners. Imagine yourself in the story from the perspectives of the younger son, the older son, and 
the father. 

The younger son: wandering and returning  
• Are there “far country” places to which you’ve wandered away from God?   
• How does the thought of the Father’s welcome affect you?  
• What impact would the Father’s welcome have on your attitude toward other outsiders? 

 The older son: working and resenting 
• How would you feel to hear the news that your irresponsible brother was welcomed back?  
• Are there people for whom you have less mercy than you wish? Share if you can. 
• Where do you draw the line for welcoming others?  

The Father: waiting and rejoicing 
• What would it feel like to see a "lost and dead” son return?  
• Is there a line you would draw around welcoming your children back?  
• How would you feel if one of your children refused to be around another?  

Growing as the community which Jesus intends 
Jesus wants us to welcome one another, just as he has welcomed us. It is our responsibility all together to work at 
welcoming one another in the community of faith.  

• What practical steps can you take to become more welcoming at church?  
• How might you create opportunities to include people who are not included? 

Prayer 
Have someone read Isaiah 55:6–7 aloud. Pray that God will help each of us return to him, from wherever we have 
wandered. Ask for a strong sense of God’s pardon and gracious welcome. Then pray that God will give each person 
in the group a heart open to welcoming others. Thank God for the time He has given you with one another. 


