
Sunday’s message unfolded three ideas about God’s work of deliverance. As God intervened in Samaria, 
so He has intervened to save us. (2 Kings 7:3–7)
God fixes the problem without assistance: no one did anything to help God.  
God fixes the problem for everyone: the conditions have changed for all people in the city.
God’s compassion motivated his deliverance: our only hope is God’s compassion. (Micah 7:18–20)

• Spend a few minutes reflecting on each of these three ideas together. 
• Share any observations from the world around you that confirm these claims.  
• Share any observations from your own experience of God that confirm these claims. 
• What questions do these three ideas raise for you? 

Digging Deeper 
In Romans chapter 5, Paul describes the Gospel of God’s deliverance by noting how it proves God’s 
love, and then comparing the consequences of Jesus’ act of faithfulness with the consequences of 
Adam’s act of unfaithfulness. Take time to read through the entire chapter together. 

• Which of Paul’s ideas do you find most encouraging? Which are most unsettling? 
• Which of Paul’s ideas are hard for you to understand?
• What questions does Paul’s comparison of Adam and Jesus raise for you? 

Compassion in Jesus’ Teaching
In three of Jesus’ parables, the Greek word “splangkidzomai” appears, naming the internal emotional 
response of one of the key figures in the story. (Sometimes translated “compassion,” sometimes “pity.”) 
Take some time to review the parables of the merciful king (Matthew 18:23–35), the good samaritan 
(Luke 10:25–37), and the prodigal son (Luke 15:11–32). 

• What do you notice that all three characters who are delivered have in common? 
• Besides compassion, what do all three of the key figures in Jesus’ stories share in common? 
• Which of the three parables resonates with you most? Explain.
• Which character’s need most mirrors your own need for deliverance? 
• What kind of response do you think Jesus wanted to evoke with each parable?

Prayer
After you have finished sharing, select one member of the group to close your time in prayer. Go to 
Ephesians 3:16–21, and read Paul’s prayer aloud. Let this prayer become your group’s prayer. 




