
Who are the Redemptorists?
Two thousand years ago Jesus said, “He sent 
me to preach the Good News to the poor.” 

Since 1732 the Redemptorists have followed 
in His footsteps, preaching the Word and serv-
ing the most abandoned, especially the poor.  
Our congregation of missionary priests and 
brothers was founded by St. Alphonsus Liguori. 

Like the first Apostles, our mission—and 
our joy—is bringing the message of salvation 
to all people. We are devoted to Christ in His 
Incarnation and His Passion, the Eucharist, and 
Mary. Today more than 5,000 Redemptorists 
serve in 82 countries worldwide. 

Do you feel the desire to serve the most 
abandoned, especially the poor? St. John Neu-
mann did, becoming the first person to join the 
Redemptorists in the New World and the first 
American man to be canonized. 

 s He was setting out on a  
 journey, a man ran up, knelt 
down before Him, and asked Him, 
“Good teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered 
him, “Why do you call me good? No 
one is good but God alone. You know 
the commandments: ‘You shall not 
kill; you shall not commit adultery; 
you shall not steal; you shall not bear 

false witness; you shall not defraud; 
honor your father and your mother.’” 
He replied and said to Him, “Teacher, 
all of these I have observed from my 
youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved 
him and said to him, “You are lacking 
in one thing. Go, sell what you have, 
and give to [the] poor and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.”  —Mark 10:17-21
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a priest or brother—and 
whether the Redemptorists 
are for you. 

Each Come and Pray 
weekend is designed 
to help you clarify and 

strengthen your relationship 
with God. We’ll explore the 
lives of saints and others who 
are models of true discipleship, 
often visiting the shrines of our 

American Redemptorist con-
freres and heroes, St. John Neu-

mann in Philadelphia and Blessed 
Francis Xavier Seelos in New Orleans.

These few days are an ideal opportunity to 
step away from your busy life and enter into a 
deeper relationship with our loving God. 

We offer discernment weekends each spring 
and fall. 

priests, and brothers in a 
Redemptorist formation 
house—experiencing how 
we live and what we do. 

You’ll see how our for-
mation program operates, 
attend Friday classes with our stu-
dents, and help them with their 
daily tasks. You’ll participate in 
ministry at a Redemptorist par-
ish. You’ll hear presentations on 
the application process, financial 
responsibilities, and the ins and outs 
of community life. You’ll also have 
time to relax and socialize, ask questions, 
and express any 
concerns you may 
have. 

Each day in-
cludes Mass and 
the Liturgy of the 
Hours. 

By the end of 
the weekend, you’ll 
understand more about what it means to be a 
Redemptorist. 

We offer Come and See weekends each 
spring and fall semester.

Come and Pray discernment weekend
We offer space, time, and a quiet atmosphere to 
help you discern whether you have a vocation as 

Ultimately the 
desire to answer this 
call comes from God, 
yet you may not be 
sure how to respond. 
Where will it lead? 
What does God want 
of me? You probably 
have many questions. 

Opening this 
brochure is a first step. 
Maybe you’re wondering who the Redemptor-
ists are, what we do, how we live—and whether 
Jesus Christ is calling you to join us. 

We can help answer your questions. First we 
offer you our website, redemptoristvocations.com. 
There you can find a more ample introduction 
to our mission and our heritage and learn more 
about where we are and what we do.

We also offer two “in person” programs each 
year: Come and See, a discovery weekend, and 
Come and Pray, a discernment weekend. 

Come and See discovery weekend
Live for three days with our seminarians, 

 re you like the young man in 
 Mark’s Gospel . . . eager, as he 
 was, to learn how to be like Jesus? 
Mark tells us that after Jesus listened to the 
young man, He loved him and invited him, 
“Come, follow me.”

This Gospel story tells us something about 
the call to vocation. It’s not usually a myste-
rious voice that comes out of nowhere or a 
heavenly sign that points out the way. The call 
usually begins with simple attraction, a desire 
to serve, an emotional pull, and a mix of fear 
and excitement. 
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