
The Wicked and the Righteous in the Old Testament 
 
The Line Has Been Drawn 
 In Genesis 3 the serpent Satan tempted Adam and Eve by questioning God’s goodness. You will not die, you will 
be like Him, and He does not want you to have that. God is withholding good from you – take it! Eve fell for the lie and 
Adam went along.  God’s curse resulted. As part of the curse, Genesis 3:15 tells us, “And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the 
heel.” From the time of the fall to the time of Jesus’ triumphant return riding on a white horse (Revelation 19) God 
promises enmity - mutual hostility - between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, between those who 
call on the name of the Lord, the righteous, and those who do not, the wicked. It does not take long for the enmity to 
start playing itself out. God had regard for Abel’s sacrifice, but for Cain’s He had no regard. God challenged Cain to “do 
well” in His sight, to try again, but Cain gave in to the sin crouching at his door and committed the first murder. The 
righteous one suffered at the hands of the wicked one. The line was drawn – enmity had begun between the righteous, 
those like Abel who called on the name of the LORD and listened to His voice, and the wicked, those like Cain who did 
not respond to the voice of the LORD and gave in to the sin crouching at their doors. 
 
The Precedent Has Been Established 
 In Genesis 6 God is grieved that He had made man. Genesis 6:5 tells us, “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness 
of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” God made a 
plan to blot man and all of creation off the face of the earth, but Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD because 
Noah was a righteous man. Noah and his family were spared because of his righteousness; the rest of mankind was 
destroyed because of their wickedness. Fast-forward a few hundred years to the life of Abraham. Abraham and his 
nephew Lot became so wealthy that they had to separate. Lot chose to live in a place called Sodom where the men were 
described as “wicked, great sinners against the LORD.” The LORD visited Abraham to let him know that he intended to 
destroy Sodom. An interesting negotiation ensued between Abraham and the LORD. The final agreement between 
Abraham and the LORD would spare the city if ten righteous men were found. When the city was investigated, only Lot 
was found to be righteous. Lot escaped with his two daughters as the city was destroyed. Genesis 19:24-26 “Then the 
LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. And he overthrew those cities, and 
all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. But Lot’s wife, behind him, looked back, 
and she became a pillar of salt.” Lot and his daughters were rescued because of his righteousness; the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah and Lot’s wife were destroyed because of their wickedness. The precedent was established - God 
destroys the wicked and spares the righteous.  
 
Longing for Justice 
 The poetry books pick up on the theme of enmity between the wicked and the righteous. The psalmists pleaded 
for relief for the righteous -  
 

Psalms 71:4 “Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the unjust and cruel man.”  
Psalms 94:3-7 “O LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked exult? They pour out their arrogant 
words; all the evildoers boast. They crush your people, O LORD, and afflict your heritage. They kill the widow and 
the sojourner, and murder the fatherless; and they say, ‘The LORD does not see; the God of Jacob does not 
perceive.’” 
 

and for destruction of the wicked. 
 

Psalms 11:6 “Let him rain coals on the wicked; fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their 
cup.  
Psalms 104:35 “Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more! Bless the LORD, O my 
soul! Praise the LORD! “ 
 

They longed for the head crushing seed of the woman who will eradicate enmity by condemning the wicked and 
establishing an everlasting kingdom occupied by the righteous that will not be destroyed. Come, Lord Jesus. 


