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As we launch into a season of focused study of the Psalms here at Northwest Bible 

Church, it is worthwhile to pause for a moment and affirm our value of God’s Truth over our 

opinion. The theology of the Scripture obviously raises a host of possible issues. For our 

purposes here we will touch on only three topics: the inspiration of the Bible, the authority of the 

Bible, and the reason why we should believe in the inspiration and authority of the Bible.  

 

Inspiration 

This can be a misleading term, since in our everyday speech there is a fine line between 

“inspired” and “inspiring.” If we say a book was “inspired,” sometimes we mean no more than it 

was well-written or emotionally moving. This is not what we mean here—though indeed the 

Bible is both well-written and emotionally moving! Inspiration at its heart means that the words 

of Scripture have their origin in God. The words of the Bible are His words, supernaturally given 

by the Holy Spirit. 2 Timothy 3:16 is a great example of this: “All Scripture is breathed out by 

God….” Notice the metaphor—as breath has its origin in the mouth of the one who breathed it 

out, so too did the Old Testament Scriptures have their origin in God (cf. 2 Peter 1:20-21). Thus 

the words of the Bible are God’s words, sometimes recorded via dictation (Jer 30:2), and 

sometimes written through the personalities and situations of the authors (the book of Philemon).  

Now, saying that the words of the Bible are God’s words raises a problem, since these 

words are at the same time transparently the words of human beings. How many times have you 

heard it from a skeptic? “The Bible is just a book written by men.” This strikes uncomfortably 

close to home, because the Bible is a very human book, and human personalities and concerns 

shine through. For example, Paul corrects his memory in midstream (1 Cor 1:14-16), says some 

mildly inappropriate things when he gets mad (Gal 5:12), and writes in a very different style 

from, say, the author of Ecclesiastes. 

As is so often the case, however, this issue is not a matter of either/or, but rather 

both/and. A common illustration is helpful. We Christians believe that Jesus in his nature was 

both fully human and fully divine—yet he was still an undivided, single person. The Bible is 

similar. On one hand, it is a fully human book (in that it was written by humans and bears all the 

marks of human personality and historical situatedness). On the other hand, it is at the same time 

a fully divine book (in that the words within are supernaturally guided, exactly as God intended). 

It is this dual nature of Scripture that helps explain why the Bible is so interesting—the 

mysterious blend of the human and the divine invites investigation and offers us both uniquely 

human experiences, and at the same time, eternal revelations of God’s will.  

Bottom Line: The inspiration of the Bible means that God, by the Holy Spirit, used all the 

experiences, personalities, and settings of the authors, to bring forth in written form exactly what 

He intended. The words of the Bible are God’s words to us, indivisibly both human and divine. 

 

Authority 

It follows that if what we have in the Bible is God’s inspired word, then it is binding 

upon us. One theologian puts it like this: “The authority of Scripture means that all the words in 

Scripture are God’s words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to 

disbelieve or disobey God” (Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1994: 73). This is, of course how the 

Bible presents itself. In the Old Testament, to disobey the words of a prophet was to disobey God 



(Deut 18:19). The New Testament shares this perspective and assumes the continuing authority 

of the Old Testament (Matt 5:17-18), though of course some developments have occurred in the 

unfolding of salvation history (Luke 5:36-38; Gal 3:19-28). 

What about the authority of the New Testament? Here too we see that the teachings and 

writings of the New Testament apostles and prophets carry divine authority (1 Cor 14:37). Twice 

do New Testament writers describe other New Testament writings with the same technical term 

“Scripture” that is applied to the Old Testament (1 Tim 5:18; 2 Peter 3:16), the words of Jesus 

will never pass away or be broken (Matt 24:35), and those who depart from the gospel Paul 

preached will be damned (Gal 1:8-9).  

Bottom Line: The authority of the Bible means that as God’s inspired revelation, the 

Scriptures are binding upon every area of our lives. To obey the Bible is to obey God.  

 

The Reason Why We Should Believe in the Inspiration and Authority of the Bible 

This is the million dollar question. Why should we believe these qualities to be true of the 

Bible? After all, the Bible is not alone in making claims to a divine origin.  

This question immediately involves us in the entire web of Christian belief. The reasons 

why we all believe are diverse, and vary in degree from person to person. This web includes such 

aspects as the internal witness of the Spirit, the examples of faith by those we believe and trust, 

and the explanatory power of the Christian worldview.  

As important as all reasons for Christian belief are, I would suggest that the center of the 

web should be the resurrection of Jesus. Here is the heart of the gospel—that God the Father 

vindicated God the Son by raising Him to life as the first instance of end-of-time resurrection (1 

Cor 15:1-8). The resurrected Jesus is thus both the chief object of our faith, as well as the chief 

reason for our faith. (It is important to recognize that we could argue for Jesus’ resurrection even 

without viewing the Bible as inspired; we can make a strong case for the resurrection even by 

viewing the New Testament and Christian origins strictly as historical phenomena.)  

In light of Jesus’ place of priority in our faith, I would suggest that what we believe about 

the Bible ought to flow from what we believe about Christ. So how did Jesus view the Bible? 

First, Jesus clearly believed in the inspiration and authority of the Old Testament. This is 

pervasive throughout the Gospels. Jesus cites the Scripture in resisting temptation (Matt 4:4), 

testifies to its validity and longevity (Matt 5:17-18), and sees His ministry as its fulfilment (Luke 

4:21). Jesus’ argument at times even depend on the tense of a single word (Mark 12:26) and on 

the authorship ascribed in the preface to a Psalm (Matt 22:43). Once Jesus even takes the words 

of the narrator in Genesis and calls them the words of the creator (Matt 19:4)! (Again, we can 

argue this point even without viewing the New Testament as divine; Jesus’ high view of the OT 

can be seen through its pervasive presence in the Gospel traditions, combined with what we 

would expect from a first century Jewish prophet and teacher.) 

Second, Jesus provided the basis for the inspiration and authority of the New Testament. 

Through his resurrection Jesus gained God’s “stamp of approval,” and was shown to have the 

authority to speak and act for God—both personally and through his appointed apostles (Acts 

2:32-36; Matt 28:18-20). Through the bestowal of the Holy Spirit, Jesus gave the means of 

inspiration to the writers of the New Testament (John 14:26; cf. 1 Cor 7:40).  

Bottom Line: As Christians, the chief object and reason for our faith is the resurrected 

Jesus. Thus, the most important reason to have a high view of the Bible is that Jesus: (1) believed 

in the inspiration and authority of the Old Testament, and (2) provided the basis for the 

inspiration and authority of the New Testament.  


