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We can hardly miss how God values humans in Psalm 8 (v. 3-8). Our position at the top 

of the food chain unfolds as we see an intentional God mindfully placing us in authority over all 

living beings. The author packs a punch in his juxtaposition of creation and man. He reminds us 

how insignificant we are in the scope of all that God created. Yet in the midst of our 

insignificance we are crowned with glory and honor – holy attributes that God is willing to 

humbly share with us in some mysterious way. The value placed on us undoubtedly serves as 

encouragement and empowerment, especially at times in life when we feel irrelevant and 

forgotten. If we stop there, however, we risk overlooking the true beauty of this passage. If we 

fail to ask why God would give this gift to such undeserving recipients, we risk missing God 

entirely in these verses. 

 In our post-fall condition, we do not typically have trouble esteeming ourselves as gods 

of our own little universes. Let us not be mistaken - God did not make us rulers over His creation 

so that we would have power and feel good about ourselves. Note where we fall in the divine 

“food chain.” We may be rulers over a fragment of His creation, but we rule the works of His 

hands (Ps 8:6). Nothing under our authority reaches outside the realm of His authority and 

original design. According to the creation account (Gen 1-2, reflected in Ps 8:5-8), God 

bestowed this position of authority to man pre-fall – before man conjured the thought that he 

could play God. Before sin, all actions were initiated by God and intended to return glory to God. 

Only after the fall do we pervert our God-given responsibilities with selfish motives. So why 

would God bestow such great honor on us if He knew we would take it and twist it?  

 The answer lies in the surrounding verses. When we widen our focus, we see that this 

chapter begins and ends with the glory of God. Before God performed even one act of creation, 



He set His glory above the heavens (v. 1). Only then did He proceed with creation, dignify us as 

image-bearing creatures and subsequently generate praise from all of His created beings. His 

glory comes before all things and is the intended result of all things. Herein lies the purpose of 

our God-given value. We are granted authority over creation so that we may serve as 

“intermediaries”
1
 of His glory to creation.  

Just as it does for the psalmist, God’s glory should both motivate us and be our response 

in all of life (Ps 8:1,9). Our value places us in a position to perform our purpose. Nevertheless, 

before we pat ourselves on the back for our contribution, we are wise to remember that He does 

not require more glory (Ps 8:1). Rather, a loving and relational God desires to give us the 

opportunity to take part in the most majestic of responsibilities, giving Him His due glory, honor, 

and praise. Our value simply serves as a tool the Lord uses to bring Himself more glory. How 

privileged are we to enjoy such a divine purpose. 
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