
A Messianic Portrait 
There are several passages in the Old Testament (OT) that paint certain 

portraits of God's annionted king, the Messiah, who would be redeemer (of humanity—
Genesis 3:15), ruler (from the Tribe of Judah—Genesis 49:10), Prophet (Deuteronomy 
18:15), and One like the Son of Man (Dan 7:13-14). When one reads the OT it becomes 
soon apparent that there is an upward trajectory in the portrayal and understanding of 
who the Messiah would be; hence, the idea of progressive revelation. Jesus is revealed to 
be the Christ in the New Testament (NT) and is identified as the Davidic King. God has 
always known who His promised Messiah would be. However, the Nation Israel did not 
always understand this well.  

Messiah as a Davidic King first appears in 2 Samuel 7:12-15 where God 
promises David that He would establish his kingdom and that he would have a son to sit 
on his throne after him. In v. 13 we read, “I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.” There are other passages that explain this promise to David (cf. 1 Kings 2:3-4; 
Jeremiah 17:27-29; 22:1-9; 2 Chronicles 6:16, etc.). Psalms 89:20-39 further explains 
God’s promise to David. In verse 29 we read that God promised David an eternal 
dynasty. The promise of an “eternal dynasty” is very important because this clues in on 
the fact that some day there will be a Davidic king to sit on the throne forever. From the 
NT we know that the eternal Davidic King is Jesus Himself who alone is eternal among 
all of David’s sons. All Davidic kings stand in the shadow of this eternal one. As we read 
in I Kings 2:3-4 and Jeremiah 17:27-29 that the Davidic kings need to learn to be 
obedient we know from the historical records in the Bible that many of them failed. But 
we have one Son of David who was obedient, even to the point of death on the cross (Phil 
2:6-11). Not only is Jesus Christ the Davidic King, but he has also been given a kingdom 
to rule (cf. Matt 13:41; 16:28; Mark 11:10; Luke 1:32-33; John 5; 18:36-37; 1 Cor 15:24; 
Col 1:13, etc.). This is important because Israel had lost their kingdom and their land 
with the Babylonian captivity and they were still under the Roman rule. So, when we see 
a Davidic king with a kingdom to rule over it reminds us of God’s promise to David.  

Another important portrait of this Messianic King is found in the Book of 
Daniel. In Daniel 7:13-14 we see one like the Son of Man who appears before the 
Ancient of Days who was given glory, dominion, and a Kingdom. In verse 14 we read 
that His authority is eternal and His kingdom will never be destroyed. Daniel presents the 
Son of Man to be a Divine Being, while Davidic kings have been humans. This is an 
important fact because Jesus alone fulfills this prophecy as He is fully God and fully 
man. This revelation in Daniels gives us a hint that the Davidic Messiah who will rule 
forever will be more than just a human. When we come to the NT we see Jesus taking up 
the title of “the Son of Man” (Matt 8:12:8; 16:27; 20:28, etc.) and makes the connection 
between the Son of Man of Daniel and Christ the Messiah.  Stephen saw this Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God just as Daniel saw one like the Son of Man standing 
before the Ancient of Days (Acts 7:55, 56).  Hebrews 1:1-4 reads that God has spoken in 
the past (meaning in the OT) in a continuing yet bit-by-bit fashion, but in the last days 
(meaning the NT times) God has revealed through His Son who is the ultimate 
revelation. We can, therefore, conclude that Jesus Christ is the ultimate Davidic Messiah 
who will rule forever.  As a Divine King who redeems, protects, and rules, He alone 
deserves our worship and obedience.




