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You might love writing. You 
might hate it.
It doesn’t matter! Either way, if you want to run an online business, you MUST 
learn the basics of writing for the web.

There is WAY more to copywriting than what I’m about to share with you. But 
before you dive into the tactical and strategic aspects of copywriting, you must 
understand the basics.

If you hate writing, I’m going to help you to make it more fun. If you love writing, 
then I’m going to show you how to hone your craft for a web audience.

Are you riz-eady? ONWARD!



#1 Who the hell are ya, 
buck-o?
My goal here is for you to be able to write copy for your website without 
feeling jealous of other copywriters or feeling like you have to copy them. It 
sucks to feel like other people sound cooler than you. I know because I’ve been 
there.

The first step is to figure out who you are.

I can guarantee 129 billion percent that you are unique. There is no one like you 
on planet Earth, never has been, and never will be. So don’t tell me that “your 
voice is taken”. You may admire other writers because they resonate with parts 
of your personality, but you have to find the whole picture of y-o-u!

You’re going to do that by answering the following questions:

1. What 10 words would you use to describe your personality?



2. What makes your voice/personality different from the following people:

• A college professor?

• Barack Obama?

• A technology company?

• Me?

• Other writers whom you admire on the web?

• Your mom?

• Your bestest friends?

My mom, for instance, loves my writing but would rather that I not swear. That’s 
great, but I have to respectfully decline her request. My voice is different from 
my mom’s and I can’t write for her. Nor can I write on my blog like I would in a 
college essay. That would be absolutely boring and you would never read it.



#2 How to curate content 
ideas (without wanting to 
die...or something).
Oh boy. I’ve been through those phases when you absolutely cannot think of 
anything to write about. 

The first thing you have to do is get ultra clear on who is reading your blog/
writing. I’m not going to address target markets in this eBook, but if you simply 
Google “target market” or “ideal client/customer” you’ll find plenty of material 
that will tell you how to do that. YOU MUST DO THAT BEFORE DOING THIS.

Here’s my best advice for coming up with more content than you can 
handle:

1. Create a Google Spreadsheet where you will write down blog topics. Every 
time you come up with an idea, write it in here.



2. Write down your ideas in terms of questions. Every blog post should answer 
a question, so it’s best to start with the question in mind.

3. Spend at least 30 minutes brainstorming all of the questions that your 
readers (target readers, specifically) have about your field. Put them on the 
list.

4. Get inspiration from other blogs: Find blogs from your industry or from 
industries that also help your target audience. For instance, if you’re a 
health coach, you could look at fitness websites, nutrition websites, and 
even websites of people in the fashion industry.

5. Find topics on other blogs that you think are missing something, need to be 
expanded on, or that you plain disagree with. 

6. Set up an email autoresponder to ask your subscribers what problems 
they’re currently struggling with related to your industry. Write blog posts to 
answer their questions.

7. Read the comments on other, popular blogs. That’s where a lot of people 
ask questions.



8. Look outside of your industry. What other passions do you have? Can you 
find any metaphors or inspiration from those passions?

9. You absolutely MUST keep a notepad/iphone/chisel and rock next to your 
bed so that when great ideas strike as you fall asleep you can scribe them. 
YOU WILL NOT REMEMBER THEM IN THE MORNING. 



#3 Tips for getting the 
writing done.
In my book, From Amateur to Professional, I discuss tons and tons and tons of 
tips on how to stay motivated, focused, and attack your Facebook addiction. If 
you’re struggling with self-discipline (which everyone is), I ABSOLUTELY 
recommend getting a copy of that eBook. (It launches August 2013).

Of course, I wrote it, so I definitely think you should read it. However, I wrote it in 
order to address the biggest obstacles that online entrepreneurs face based on 
questions that my readers have been asking me for MONTHS!

Here are some of my best tips for getting the writing done:

1. Get in the mood. In other words, get excited. Turn up your favorite music 
on Pandora (or Spotify if you’re not in the U.S.). If you’re not “feeling it”, it’s 
all in your head. Light a candle and snap out of it!



2. Do it in the morning. Or at night. Either way, write when you have the most 
creative juicy-juice running through your veins. For me, that’s gotta be first 
thing in the AM. 

3. Stop editing that shit already. First, do a brainstorm. Bare minimum. Then, 
scribe everything you can in a free-write (I do this freehand on lined paper 
with a big black...marker). Consider that done. I’m trying this new thing 
where I wait a day or two to edit posts and it’s helping me to be less rigid 
with my writing. I no longer expect it to come out perfect.

4. Give yourself a challenge. Set the timer for an hour and see how much 
you can get done. Wrote one article last week? Shoot for two this week! 



#4 Calm yo’self down...but 
also get REALLY excited!
I know, I know. It seems contradictory/ you might be thinking I’ve lost my mind. 

Here’s what I mean:

This writing stuff just isn’t that serious. It’s never perfect because it’s an art. The 
more you restrict yourself with expectations, the less authentic, hilarious, 
sincere, inspiring your writing will sound.

So take a deep breath and watch some Louis CK. He’ll loosen’ you right up. 
Promise.

Then just do it! Just write! Laugh while you write. Dance while you write. It 
should be a blast!



#5 Be incredibly helpful + 
useful...like a salad spinner.
I would NEVER eat salad at home if I didn’t have a salad spinner. I think the 
salad spinner is one of the coolest tools in the kitchen. And I eat salad at least 
once a day, so I think the salad spinner is probably one of the most important 
items in my life. God that’s sad.

YOU NEED TO BE A SALAD SPINNER. 

You need to offer as much useful information as you can on your website. 
Create short, free eBooks like this one jam-packed with information in bite-sized 
chunks that people can use immediately.

Your goal should be to help people solve problems. Do whatever you can to 
make that happen!



#6 Use headline formulas 
first.
Headlines and titles are the most important part of your online writing.

Why?

Because if your headline isn’t right, people won’t read your articles. If people 
don’t read your articles, you’re screwed.

You need to get people to read your articles, so you need to have effective 
headlines.

The good news?

Jon Morrow of Copyblogger wrote an entire eBook on headlines. In it, he dishes 
out 52 headline formulas. You have to opt-in to get the eBook (it’s totally worth 
it). Once you go through the book, though, you’ll have 52 headlines that you can 
use on your blog!

http://headlinehacks.com/
http://headlinehacks.com/


#7 Write like you’re writing 
to your best friends.
Forget business as usual. People want to connect with you, not feel like you’re 
selling to them.

Copywriter extraordinaire Alexandra Franzen wrote a revolutionary post on how 
to approach writing sales letters. However, I believe her points can be used for 
any type of web copy.

Constantly ask yourself, “Would I want to read this?”, “Would I send this to my 
friends?” 

If the answer is “no” then you’re not being real.

http://www.alexandrafranzen.com/2013/02/17/write-a-love-letter/
http://www.alexandrafranzen.com/2013/02/17/write-a-love-letter/


#8 Fuck everyone else. Do it 
how you want.
If anything I’ve said in this guide goes against your personal style-- or if you’re 
reading this thinking, “This girl is crazy!” then don’t listen to me!

I believe that the advice that I’ve given in this eBook is applicable to any person 
in any situation. However, it’s vital that you feel good about what you create. 

What I’m about to say is going to sound super effing cheesy. That’s because it 
is. Bare with me...

The sun shines because that’s how it rolls. It doesn’t wonder every day “should I 
shine or will it bother people?”. The sun doesn’t wish that it was a tree or a 
cloud or a black hole. You need to do the same thing. You were born with a 
specific set of skills and strengths. USE THEM. Stop wondering if it’s right or 
wrong. Stop wishing you were more like some other online business owner. 

In short, rock on with your bad self.



Want even more more tips?
How sweet! I love you, too!

Here’s an article I wrote called, How to Make Your Writing So Exciting that it 
Makes People Jump Up and Down!

And also, A Kick Ass Pep-Talk for Perfectionists!

http://www.rulebreakersclub.com/home/how-to-make-your-writing-so-exciting-that-it-makes-people-ju.html
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Hi love bucket - 
I’m Courtney 
Johnston.
I’m the resident copywriter and rebel over 
at The Rule Breaker’s Club, where I dish 
up tips on life, writing, and business. I help 
gorgeous online entrepreneurs communicate 
with their audiences and make mo’ money. 
From 2012-2013 I write the Project Moolah 
Monthly Report, which chronicles my 
journey to earn $2,000 a month by August 
2013 (hint: I reached my goal ahead of time)! 
If you’re a hustler and you want to have fun 
with your online business (or start one), 
come hang out! 
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