
Prospects for Paris climate deal improving 

Energy ministers from the Group of Seven 
industrial nations said on Tuesday there was 
unprecedented consensus among them on the 
urgency of limiting climate change, markedly 
improving prospects for a UN climate deal in 
Paris later this year, writes Reuters. The 
ministers also promised to improve energy 
security by diversifying sources and pledged 
to help improve the energy security of 
Ukraine. Flood in Bangladesh. UNEP Photo

The ministers of G7 - Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States - met for two days in the German port city of Hamburg.

Participants recognized that the G7's efforts should be directed towards getting a world climate deal, 
German Economy and Energy Minister Sigmar Gabriel told a news conference after the summit.

"I've never experienced so much agreement when it comes to the targets of G7 countries," Gabriel 
said.

U.S. Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz said a deal later this year looked more likely than before. 
"The prospects for Paris are remarkably better than six or seven months ago," he said.

Germany has made the climate a key issue of its G7 presidency and has called on leaders to pledge 
tough goals to cut CO2 emissions at a summit in a Bavarian castle in Elmau next month.

In March, the European Union became the first major economy to agree to a target of an at least 40 
percent cut in emissions by 2030, compared to levels emitted in 1990.

In a joint statement after the Hamburg meeting, the ministers also promised to improve energy 
security by diversifying supplies and suppliers. 

They also pledged to help improve the energy security of Ukraine. Kiev has been locked in a 
pricing dispute with Gazprom that resulted in a supply cut-off to Kiev last year. 
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