
Sector briefing 

Agricultural Opportunities 
in Mexico 

Why Mexico? 
 
Although Mexico is a big producer and exporter 
of fruit and vegetables, the lack of economic 
support, out-dated technology, high prices for 
agricultural products used in daily processes 
and little training for producers are only some 
of the main issues that Mexican producers face. 
  
Mexico depends on imports to satisfy 
national demand in products such as maize, 
wheat, soy, rice, meat, pork, poultry, sugar 
and milk. 
 
Find general information on the Mexican 
market conditions on UKTI’s website. The 
Doing Business Guide for Mexico gives an 
overview of Mexico’s economy, business 
culture, potential opportunities and an 
introduction to other relevant issues. 

“Mexico depends on imports 
to satisfy national demand in 
products such as maize, 
wheat, soy, rice, meat, pork, 
poultry, sugar and milk.” 
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Opportunities 
 
Opportunities for UK Agriculture companies in 
Mexico are growing - key areas are detailed 
below: 
 
 
Agriculture 
Mexico is a major producer of avocados, 
tomatoes, papayas, mangos, onions, peppers, 
but is also dependent on imports of maize, 
wheat, soy, rice and sugar to satisfy national 
demand. 
 
Mexico exports to the EU produce such as 
coffee, grapes, lemons, avocados, berries, 
onions, orange juice, green peppers, oranges, 
strawberries, grapefruit, garlic, asparagus and 
mangos. 
 
Mexico cannot fulfil its demand for grain 
through local production, so it has to import 
maize, wheat, beans and rice, among others. 
 
Those involved in agriculture in Mexico must 
meet certain NAFTA criteria, e.g. agriculture by 
contract, insurance and crop substitution. 
Mexico has obsolete irrigation systems, a lack 
of scientific research and financial support for 
the sector, as well as inadequate roads and 
warehouses to distribute agricultural produce. 
 
Agricultural production in Mexico is facing 
serious issues including high costs of chemical 
products, high costs of energy for irrigation, 
low quality seeds, no fixed prices to sell the 
product, changes of prices or lack of customers 
during harvesting, as well as pests and a lack 
of consultancy for fungicide and herbicide 
application. The main imported fertilisers are 
urea, diammonium phosphate, potassium 
chloride and fertilizers with nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potassium. 
 
Mexico requires more research and innovation 
as it struggles to compete with other countries 
that are investing a lot of money in these 
areas. 
 
Mexican farmers are urged to take advantage 
of traditional sowing techniques but at the 
same time to apply new technology to fulfill the 
food demands of the population. Farmers are 
looking for new irrigation technology and 
systems. 
 
The lack of a cold chain to handle harvested 
crops in the Mexican territory is producing 

losses of up to 30% in perishable produce. 
There is an urgency to improve distribution and 
logistic systems as well as new packaging 
technolgy.  
 
 
Organic Production 
Demand for organic produce is growing slightly 
in Mexico. Although there are no official 
statistics, more stores are now selling organic 
produce. Eggs, chicken and meat are the  
animal produce that is most in demand. 
 
In Mexico, it is not possible to guarantee to 
customers that the produce they buy is actually 
organic. Most of the certification bodies are 
international and there are few Mexican 
certifying bodies. The certifying companies are 
members of the International Federation of 
Organic Agriculture Movements – IFOAM, 
however many producers do not become 
members of IFOAM due to the high costs 
involved. 
 
About 80-90% of the total organic produce in 
Mexico is exported; mainly to the EU, the USA 
and Canada. 
 
 
Forestry (Paper and wood): 
Mexico has seen substantial deforestation and, 
as a consequence, faces a shortage in cellulose 
and paper production. According to CONAFOR 
(National Forestry Commission) 70% of the 
wood used is imported.  In Mexico 20 million 
cubic metres of logs (wood) are used and less 
than 7 million cubic metres are produced.  
Mexico imports the rest mainly from the USA 
and Chile.  
 
The main products imported are: paper, 
cardboard and processed cardboard, wood and 
processed wood. 
 
 
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) 
The Rules for Biosecurity of Genetically 
Modified Organisms that rules the production of 
genetically modified food was published in 
March 2008. This allows the use of genetically 
modified crops to improve productivity and to 
grow more profitable produce. Also, this allows 
many producers to go back to fields that had 
been abandoned. 
 
There are opportunities for foreign companies 
from Europe, North America and Asia to 
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increase their presence in Mexico and develop 
investment projects. 
 
Livestock 
Livestock activities are carried out across 110 
million hectares in Mexico, more than half the 
country. The good news is that on 1st October  
2009 SAGARPA-SENASICA (The National 
Service of Agro Alimentary Health, Safety, and 
Quality) authorised the United Kingdom to re-
export bovine semen. 
 
In October 2010, SENASICA published, in the 
official gazette of the federation, the 
agreement that establishes how to meet the 
necessary animal health requirements to 
import regulated products by SAGARPA 
(Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural 
Development, Fisheries and Food) into Mexico. 
 
The new procedure will have an online list of all 
requirements. The importer will no longer need 
to present the zoosanitary requirements sheet; 
instead they will have to comply with the 
necessary requirements at the inspection point. 
Again, importers will have to consult 
SENASICA´s website to review the latest 
requirements applicable to their products 
before each transaction.  
 
• Meat 
Mexico produces about 60% of its meat 
demand, and imports the remaining 40%. The 
USA is the main supplier of imported meat, 
accounting for about 95% of meat imports into 
Mexico. 
 
There is a shortfall in the production of dairy 
and meat processed produce, which forces 
Mexico to import these goods to supply 
demand. An urgent challenge for livestock 
breeders, both in meat and milk production, is 
to sell produce with added value and not only 
raw materials. Technology that can help to 
produce processed meat and milk is needed. 
 
• Milk 
Mexico is not self-sufficient in milk production, 
therefore they have to import from countries 
such as the USA, the EU, Canada, Australia, 
France, Chile, Argentina and the UK. Milk 
producers are facing the need to finance 
themselves and to improve productivity 
techniques.  
 
Mexico is currently looking for new alternatives 
to satisfy the milk demand through an 
improvement in the cool chain, genetics, sexed 

semen, embryo transplants and breeding 
centres. However, due to the 2007 foot and 
mouth disease outbreak, plenty of animal 
related exports from the UK into Mexico are 
currently banned (except bovine semen which 
was authorised on 1st October 2009). 
 
Since 7th March 2010 companies and 
individuals are able to import from 1,000 to 40, 
000 tons of powdered milk and milk tablets 
with no import duty.  This applies to WTO 
members as long as importers add national 
content. This will be valid until December 
2010.  

 
• Poultry and eggs 
Mexico is the biggest consumer of eggs in the 
world, with a consumption of 21.9 kg per 
person per annum, children being the largest 
consumers. Mexico is the 6th largest producer 
in the world, just behind China, the EU, the 
USA, India and Japan.  Mexico produces more 
than 284,000 cases daily, 70% of which are 
sold in traditional markets, 21% in 
supermarkets and 9% through other channels.  
 
Turkey production has shown a decrease in 
recent years, and is not enough to cover 
demand in the Chrismas season, so Mexico has 
to import them, mainly from the USA and 
Chile. 
  
 
Fisheries 
States with the biggest production of fish are: 
Pacific coast: Sonora, Sinaloa, Baja California, 
Baja California Sur. 
Gulf and Caribbean: Veracruz, Tamaulipas, 
Tabasco. 
States without a coast: State of Mexico, 
Hidalgo, Puebla. 
 
Sonora, Sinaloa, Baja California and Baja 
California Sur represent 69% of the total 
volume of total fishing and aquaculture 
production. 
 
States like Jalisco have been promoting the 
construction of dams to serve as farms for 
aquaculture production. Technology in this 
sector could be an opportunity to help states 
without a coastline to boost the sector. 
 
If you have any questions on the opportunities 
above, contact the UKTI Mexico Agriculture 
contacts named in this report.  Business 
opportunities aimed specifically at UK 
companies are added daily to UKTI’s website. 
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These leads are sourced by our staff overseas 
in British Embassies, High Commissions and 
Consulates, across all sectors and in over 100 
markets. 
 
You can be alerted to business opportunities on 
a regular basis by registering on the UKTI 
website. More on UKTI’s business opportunities 
service 
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Major events and activities 
  
Expo Agro Sinaloa 
www.expoagro.org.mx  
Contact: Yubi Montalvo 
Email: informes@expoagro.org.mx   
Time: 16-18 February, 2011 
 
Aquamar Internacional 
www.aquamarinternacional.com  
Contact: Zoila Lopez Lara 
Email: 
zoila_lopez@aquamarinternacional.com   
Time: 26-28 October, 2011 
 
FIGAP 
www.figap.com  
Contact: Patricia Jazo 
Email: pjazo@figap.com  
Time: October 2011 
 
Expo Ganadera Jalisco 
www.ugrj.org.mx
Contact: Anela Velasco, Manager 
Email: presidencia@ugrj.org.mx  
Time: October 2011 

 
Expo Agroalimentaria Guanajuato 
www.expoagrogto.com
Contact: Ericka Ramirez 
Email: info@expoagrogto.com  
Time: November, 2011 
 
 
Find full details of all Mexico Agriculture 
events on the UKTI website. New export 
events are added daily to the site and you can 
register to be alerted to them on a daily, 
weekly or monthly basis 
 
UKTI’s Tradeshow Access Programme (TAP) 
provides grant support for eligible Small & 
Medium Sized Enterprises (SME's) to attend 
trade shows overseas. Find out more about 
UKTI support for attendance at overseas 
events 

UKTI contacts 

Ivan Ramirez / Alicia Zayas 
UK Trade & Investment Officer 
UKTI Office – Guadalajara 
Jose Guadalupe Zuno 2302 Int 101 
Col. Americana 
44140 Guadalajara, Jalisco 
Tel: +52 (33) 3630 4357  
Fax: +52 (33) 3616 2159 
Email: ivan.ramirez@ukconsulate.org or 
alicia.zayas@ukconsulate.org
http://ukinmexico.fco.gov.uk
www.ukti.gov.uk
 
Carlos Montes de Oca  
UK Trade & Investment Officer 
British Embassy Mexico City 
Rio Lerma 71  
Col. Cuauhtemoc 
06500 Mexico City 
Tel: +52 (55) 1670 3242 
Fax: +52 (55) 1670 3222 
Email: carlos.montesdeoca@fco.gov.uk  
http://ukinmexico.fco.gov.uk
www.ukti.gov.uk
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Next steps - 
How UKTI can help 
 
British companies wishing to develop their 
business in the Mexican market are advised to 
undertake as much market research and 
planning as possible in the UK. UKTI’s team in 
Mexico, with its wide local knowledge and 
experience, can provide a range of services to 
British-based companies wishing to grow their 
business in global markets.   
 
This can include: 

• Provision of market information  
• Validated lists of agents/distributors 
• Key market players or potential 

customers in the Mexican market 
• Establishment of interest of such 

contacts in working with you 
 

 
 
 

• Arranging appointments 
• Organise seminars or other events for 

you to meet contacts and  promote your 
company in the Mexican market  

is work is available via our Overseas Market 
troduction Service (OMIS) a chargeable 
rvice which assists British-based companies 
shing to enter or expand their business in 
erseas markets.  

 find out more about commissioning this 
rk, or accessing other UKTI services and 
ecialist advice, please visit the UKTI website 
 find contact details for your local UKTI 
fice.
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Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information given in this document is accurate, neither UK Trade & 
Investment nor its parent Departments (the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills, and the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office), accept liability for any errors, omissions or misleading statements, and no warranty is given or responsibility accepted 
as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organisation mentioned.  
Published 2011 by UK Trade & Investment. 
Crown Copyright © 
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