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Sector briefing 

Life Sciences Opportunities 
in South-west China  
 

Why South-west China? 
 
South-west China consists of one municipality 
(Chongqing) and three provinces (Sichuan, 
Yunnan, and Guizhou). This region covers 
1,137,000 km2 and has a population of 201 
million; this is one eighth of China’s geography 
and one sixth of the national population. With 
its maintained stunning growth momentum, 
South-west China has become the emerging 
market of China that attracted wide business 
attention. 
 
In April 2009 China launched an ambitious 
programme of healthcare reforms aimed at 
providing affordable basic healthcare for all by 
2020. Chengdu and the Chongqing Municipality 
have been named the first pilot cities in the 
nation to implement balanced development of 
urban and rural healthcare system, which 
opens up wider opportunities for UK 
businesses. 
 
Find general information on Chinese market 
conditions on UKTI’s website. The Doing 
Business Guide for China  gives an overview of 
China’s economy, business culture, potential 
opportunities and an introduction to other 
relevant issue. 
 
 

 

“Chongqing municipal and 
Chengdu city government will 
spend 24.5 billion RMB and 
10.6 billion RMB respectively 
to gear up the national pilot 
programme on the balanced 
urban rural healthcare system 
2009-2011” 
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http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/countries/asiapacific/fareast/china.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/countries/asiapacific/fareast/china/doingbusiness.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/countries/asiapacific/fareast/china/doingbusiness.html
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Opportunities 
 
Chongqing Municipality and Chengdu have 
been named the first pilot cities in the nation 
to implement balanced development of urban 
and rural healthcare system. 
 
Chongqing  
 
Chongqing is the fourth municipality, and the 
only one in western China, directly under the 
control of central government after Beijing, 
Shanghai and Tianjin. 
  

• Healthcare in general 
 
Chongqing aims to enhance its medical 
services standard and expand medical 
insurance coverage to be the top in West 
China in terms of overall health index. 
 
The overall objective of medical reform within 
the municipality from 2009 to 2011 is to set 
up an initial framework of a fundamental 
medical and health system by 2011 to provide 
safe, effective, convenient and inexpensive 
medical and health services to common people, 
narrowing the gap of healthcare services 
between urban and rural areas, improving the 
medical service and social insurance system 
for all. 
 
To echo the healthcare reform from the 
central government, Chongqing local 
government is committed to provide 24.5 
billion RMB on healthcare reform from 2009-
2011, 57% of which will be invested in general 
public healthcare. 51 major investment 
projects will be set up in Chongqing national 
medicine industry base with a total investment 
of 11.8 billion RMB. 
 
7 priority areas of Chongqing medical reform 
are: 
 
1. facilitating equal access to basic public 

health 
2. Improving basic medical and health 

services 
3. accelerating the development of basic 

medical insurance system  
4. implementing fundamental national 

medical system  

5. carrying out pilot reform of public hospital  
6. speeding up innovation in medical science 

and medical professional training 
7. establishing a practical medical and health 

information system    

 

• Medical devices  
 
Chongqing medical devices industry has a 
leading advantage in the country. There are 
280 kinds of registered medical appliance 
products and 110 enterprises of medical 
appliances. Major products are high intensity 
focusing ultrasound (HIFU), electronic capsule 
endoscope, electro-oculography device, blood 
Viscometer and clinic test and diagnostic 
apparatus. The HIFU treatment system is the 
pioneer in the medical ultrasonic treatment 
field both at home and aboard. 
 

• Bio technology and 
Pharmaceuticals   

 
Chongqing is one of major production bases of 
pharmaceutical raw material in China. The 
total amount of the chemical pharmaceutical 
raw material accounts for about 5% of the 
country’s total, ranking 13th in the country.  
 
In Chongqing, there are 82 medicine exporters 
in Chongqing, accounting for 8% of the 
municipality’s total, with an export volume of 
$208 million, ranking 16th in export volume in 
the country, and second in western region, 
among which the export volume of chemical 
medicinal raw material was $191.79 million 
and biomedicine $3.86 million. 
 
Chengdu: 
 
Chengdu is the capital city of Sichuan, one of 
the most important economic centres, 
transportation and communication hubs in 
western China.  

• Healthcare in general 
 
Chengdu has 4053 healthcare organisations, 
including the worlds largest hospital (by 
size) – Western China Hospital. The Western 
China Hospital and its affiliated hospitals have 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_China
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4300 beds in total. In 2009, the patient 
numbers in Chengdu was 63.59 million and 
the out-patients amount to 58.52 million. 

 
Chengdu government is committed to spend 
10.6 billion RMB to carry out the national pilot 
programme on the balanced development of 
urban and rural healthcare system from 2009 
2011. Areas of UK businesses’ interests 
include: 
 

1. Primary healthcare, healthcare services 
in rural areas. 

2. E-health and telemedicine 
3. Hospital management, healthcare          

services, health screening, medical       
tourism – Chengdu government will       
invest around 50 billion RMB to build 
up a modern international medical city 

          2010-2012 
4. Traditional Chinese Medicine R&D such   

as ingredients screening and         
purification. 

5. Biomaterial - including implant device,   
coating for orthopaedic products 

6. Training, especially training for general  
practitioners  

Chengdu also put great emphasis on 
developing the modern high-end international 
healthcare services industry. In 2009, the 
disposable income for urban citizen on 
average reaches 18,659 RMB, the income of 
healthcare industry get more than 20 billion 
RMB, 224.6% increase compare to that in 
2002. The urbanisation and ageing problem 
bring increase the demand for quality 
healthcare services. 
 

• Medical Devices 
 
There are 186 medical devices companies in 
Chengdu, including 16 national key enterprises 
and 47 provincial ones. Main products cover a 
wide range of areas such as medical electronic 
devices, ultrasonic instruments, operation & 
first-aid apparatus, ward equipment, high 
polymer materials, artificial Materials and 
implanted materials etc. To further promote 
the development of the medical devices 
industry in Chengdu, the city has set 4 
priorities: 
 

  

 

  

  

1. To build up a medical devices park to 
attract top industry players and build 
up a more comprehensive industry 
chain; 

2. To encourage venture capitals in 
medical devices area; 

3. To cultivate capable management 
talents and technical specialists, 
especially talents in the medical 
biotechnology area; 

4. To encourage medical devices R&D, 
with an emphasis on bio materials and 
hi-tech dental devices. 

 
• Bio technology and 

Pharmaceuticals   
 
With strong academic network, research 
resources and supportive government policies,  
Chengdu has developed their niche strength in 
biomaterial and Traditional Chinese Medicine 
(TCM) research. Chengdu aims to develop a 
largest TCM Industry Incubator in China within 

      4 years for TCM R&D and healthcare resort. By 
2014, the industrial output would break 120 
million yuan. 

      
Further information on the Life Sciences sector 
is available on UKTI webpage       
More on UKTI’s business opportunities service  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/accessinginternationalmarkets/businessopportunitiesalerts.html
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Major events and activities 
 
UK e-health delegation to Chengdu  
Time: July 2010 
 
Chongqing Drug Procurement Delegation 
to the UK  
Time: September 2010 
 
China International TCM conferences in 
Chengdu  
Time: November 2010 
 
Inward Mission to the Bio-technology 
Business Exchange UK  
Time: December 2010 
 
Inward Mission to the IBIZ UK  
Time: March 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact us: 
 
Tracy Tang 
Trade and Investment Officer (Life Sciences, 
Agriculture) 
Tel: 86 23 63691512 
Email: tracy.tang@fco.gov.uk 
 
Shikha Tiwari 
Head of UK Trade & Investment, Chongqing 
Tel: 86 23 63691514 
Email: shikha.tiwari@fco.gov.uk 
 

 

mailto:tracy.tang@fco.gov.uk
mailto:shikha.tiwari@fco.gov.uk
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Next steps - 
How UKTI can help 

British companies wishing to develop their 
business in the Chinese market are advised to 
undertake as much market research and 
planning as possible in the UK. UKTI’s team in 
China, with its wide local knowledge and 
experience, can provide a range of services to 
British-based companies wishing to grow their 
business in global markets.   
 
This can include: 

• Provision of market information  
• Validated lists of agents/distributors 
• Key market players or potential 

customers in the Chinese market 
• Establishment of interest of such 

contacts in working with you 
 

 
 
 

• Arranging appointments 
• Organise seminars or other events for 

you to meet contacts and  promote 
your company in the Chinese market  

 
This work is available via our Overseas Market 
Introduction Service (OMIS)  a chargeable 
service which assists British-based companies 
wishing to enter or expand their business in 
overseas markets.  
 
To find out more about commissioning this 
work, or accessing other UKTI services and 
specialist advice, please visit the UKTI website 
to find contact details for your local UKTI 
office. 
 

 

Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information given in this document is accurate, neither UK Trade & 
Investment nor its parent Departments (the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills, and the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office), accept liability for any errors, omissions or misleading statements, and no warranty is given or responsibility accepted 
as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organisation mentioned.  
Published in 2010 by UK Trade & Investment. 
Crown Copyright © 

 

 

http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/accessinginternationalmarkets/overseasmarketintroductionservice.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/accessinginternationalmarkets/overseasmarketintroductionservice.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/unitedkingdom.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/unitedkingdom.html

