
Sector briefing 

LifeSciences Opportunities 
in South China 

Why South China? 
 
South China is at the forefront of the China’s 
rapid economic growth. The region includes the 
historically dynamic Pearl River Delta, as well 
as newly thriving economic centres. 
Guangdong province, the region’s largest 
economy, continues to boom and evolve, with 
a 9.5% GDP growth in 2009.  
 
The 2009-2011 Guangdong Healthcare Reform 
Plan indicates a total of RMB42 billion 
investment in the healthcare system with a 
focus on 4 areas including Public Health 
Service, Medical Service, Medical Insurance, 
and Medicine Supply Insurance.    
 
 
Find general information on Chinese market 
conditions on UKTI’s website. The Doing 
Business Guide for China  gives an overview of 
China’s economy, business culture, potential 
opportunities and an introduction to other 
relevant issue. 
 
 
. 

 
“Around RMB200 million has 
been allocated towards the 
construction and medical 
equipments of new hospitals and 
clinical centres in Guangdong” 
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Opportunities 
 
Healthcare 
 
The Chinese government is looking to improve 
its healthcare sector and UKTI has identified 
the following areas where Chinese demand for 
British expertise is likely to be particularly 
strong:                                                       
 

• Rural healthcare service – construction
of healthcare facilities in rural areas 

• Capacity building – management
training for hospital directors,clinical
training for rural health staff 

• Long term care for chronic diseases
patients – improvement of community
health systems 

• Infectious disease control – surveillance 
and reporting systems 

 
The UK and China signed a memorandum of
understanding in 2007, which launched the
Partners in Health Innovation (PiHI)
programme. This aims to help UK and Chinese 
healthcare companies develop stronger links to 
the benefit of both countries. 
 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen are the two major
cities in South China and have some of the
highest disposable incomes in China. Around
£20m has been allocated toward the
construction and equiping of new hospitals and 
clinical centres in Guangdong province.
Particular opportunities in this region are: 
 

• Training – hospital management
training and primary medical training.  

• Infectious disease control – lab
instruments for P3 Labs, devices for
centre for disease control, specialised
products to prevent transfer of viruses 
from centre. 

• Maternity and child health – devices for 
infant health checks, home-use
monitoring devices for pregnant
women and new-born babies. 

• Medical devices – specilised equipment
used in operation theatres and
intensive care units. 
 
 

Biotechnology 
 
The Biotech industry in China is expected to 
grow at a rate of 13.5% between now and 
2010. It is believed that by 2010, output of the 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

biotech indsutry will reach UDS65bn, and 
UDS263bn by 2020. 
 
South China Biotechnology Clusters 
 
Guanzhou 
Guangzhou has established itself as the biotech 
innovation and commercialisation centre. Some 
30 biotech innovation centres have been set up 
which act as a platform between academic 
research and the manufacturing industry.  The 
total output of the city’s biotech industry in 
2006 reached USD2.6bn. 
 
The priority biotech sub-sectors of the city 
include genetic engineering (diagnostic and 
treatment), TCM modernisation, marine 
medicine and biotech research services. 
 
Changsha 
The city has two biotech industrial parks, one 
of which focuses on academic and clinical 
research, while the other one focuses on 
manufacturing. Changsha is building the 
largest animal lab and Good Laboratory 
Practice (GLP) assessment centre in Southern 
China (total project value USD11m), which will 
provide pre-clinical trial services to the biotech 
industry in the South.  
 
The key focuses of the Changsha biotech 
industry development are TCM modernisation 
and bio-agriculture. 
 
Opportunities for UK companies lie in: 
 
Technology Transfer in Biopharm 
In order to speed up the development of the 
local pharmacutical industry, Chinese 
government has urged international technology 
transfer in the biopharm sector, i.e. 
encouraging local biopharm companies to 
purchase patents of pre-clinical products from 
overseas to be manufactured in China.   
 
Interests in specific fields include: 

• New diagnostic approach for cancer 
screening 



• Cancer treatment (esp. Lung 
cancer,bone cancer) 

• Treatment of cardio-vascular disease 
• Treatment of diabetes 
• Antibiotic (RNA) 
• Gene recombinant protein drugs 

 
 

Contract Research Organsiation (CRO) 
Compared with the cost for clinical trials in the 
US, the cost in China is 50-70% less and the 
timeline for phase III trial can be cut short by 
6-7 months. The increasing popularity of using 
China as a location for research and clinical 
trials has encouraged the growth of the CRO 
sector. 
 
Local Chinese CROs are able to offer clients a 
more cost-effective service than foreign CROs. 
In the meantime, they are also keen to seek 
overseas partnerships to help improve their 
operational standards, and to raise their 
awareness. 
 
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) 
Development and modernisation of TCM has 
always been the top priority of Chinese 
government for the domestic biotech industry. 
In order to promote TCM products 
internationally, Chinese government needs 
scientific proof of its efficiency through 
screening of active ingredients. Therefore, both 
government and companies are keen to work 
with foreign research institutes that can offer 
skills and experience in this field. 
 
Further information on the Life Sciences sector 
is available on UKTI webpage 
More on UKTI’s business opportunities service  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major events and activities 
 
China International Medical Equipment 
Fair - April 2011 
 
China Medicine and Healthcare Product 
(Guangzhou) Exhibition – March 2011 
 
 
New export events are added daily to the site 
and you can register to be alerted to them on a 
daily, weekly or monthly basis 
 
UKTI’s Tradeshow Access Programme (TAP) 
provides grant support for eligible Small & 
Medium Sized Enterprises (SME's) to attend 
trade shows overseas. Find out more about 
UKTI support for attendance at overseas 
events 
 
 
Contact us: 
 
Emily Liang 
Senior Trade and Investment Officer  
Tel: 8620 8314 3077 
Email: emily.liang@fco.gov.uk 
 
Kiki Kwok 
Trade and Investment Officer 
Tel: 8620 8314 3077 
Email: kiki.kwok@fco.gov.uk   
 
Simon Kelly 
Consul Trade and Investment 
Tel: 8620 8314 3003 
Email: simon.kelly@fco.gov.uk 
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Next steps - 
How UKTI can help 
 
British companies wishing to develop their 
business in the South China market are 
advised to undertake as much market research 
and planning as possible in the UK. UKTI’s 
team in South China, with its wide local 
knowledge and experience, can provide a 
range of services to British-based companies 
wishing to grow their business in global  
markets.   
 
This can include: 

• Provision of market information  
• Validated lists of agents/distributors 
• Key market players or potential 

customers in the Chinese market 
• Establishment of interest of such 

contacts in working with you 
 

 
 
 

• Arranging appointments 
• Organise seminars or other events for 

you to meet contacts and  promote your 
company in the Chinese market  

 
This work is available via our Overseas Market 
Introduction Service (OMIS)  a chargeable 
service which assists British-based companies 
wishing to enter or expand their business in 
overseas markets.  
 
To find out more about commissioning this 
work, or accessing other UKTI services and 
specialist advice, please visit the UKTI website 
to find contact details for your local UKTI 
office. 
 

Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information given in this document is accurate, neither UK Trade & 
Investment nor its parent Departments (the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills, and the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office), accept liability for any errors, omissions or misleading statements, and no warranty is given or responsibility accepted 
as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organisation mentioned.  
Published 2010 by UK Trade & Investment. 
Crown Copyright © 
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