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Why Brazil? 
 
The FIFA World Cup of 2014 and the Olympic 
Games of 2016 will trigger diverse
infrastructure projects in Brazil, which will 
demand high levels of foreign investment in 
the country. 
 
According to Standard & Poor’s (S&P) Brazil 
maintained Investment Grade status in 2009, 
raising investor confidence. In April 2010, the 
city of Rio de Janeiro was also granted 
investment level by S&P. Both awards are a 
good sign for the Brazilian economy, and a 
historic moment for the country and the city. 
This represents an international seal of quality 
for foreign investors. It is possible to say that 
this is beneficial and important to Rio 2016 
Olympic Games project, because recognises 
that Brazil offers to the international
community a safe place for investment. This 
strengthens the economy and allows long-term 
investments to be made with confidence. 
 
Find general information on the Brazilian 
market conditions on UKTI’s website. The 
Doing Business Guide for Brazil gives an 
overview of Brazil’s economy, business culture, 
potential opportunities and an introduction to 
other relevant issue. 
 

 
“The FIFA World Cup of 2014 
nd the Olympic Games of 
016 will trigger a great 
mount of infrastructure 
evelopment in Brazil.” 
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http://www.ukti.gov.uk/download/107496_100496/Brazil%20Business%20Guide.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/download/107496_100496/Brazil%20Business%20Guide.html
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Opportunities 
 
With a population of around 185 million, Brazil 
is the fifth largest country in the world.
Globally it is the tenth largest economy, and it 
is South America’s largest and most influential 
market. It is alongside Russia, India and China, 
as one of the four major growing markets of 
the world (so-called BRIC nations). With an
abundance of agricultural and mineral
resources, and a government that is actively 
encouraging foreign investment, Brazil is one 
of the world’s increasingly attractive places to 
operate business activities. Despite entering a 
recession early in 2009, strong domestic
consumption helped the economy recover
quickly and the market expectation is for a
GDP growth of over 6 per cent in 2010. 
 
The selection of Brazil as the host nation for 
the 2014 FIFA World Cup provides an
opportunity to show-case itself alongside other 
BRIC countries in the delivery of a major
sporting event. China hosted the Olympics in 
2008; India has the Commonwealth Games in 
2010; and the Winter Olympics will be held in 
Russia in 2014. For any fast-growing economy 
with expanding infrastructure demands it
seems that hosting a major sporting event is 
a must. The country is in a confident mood that 
the Games will catalyse infrastructure
investment needed to support Brazil’s
continuing development. 
 
The World Cup is expected to bring significant 
benefits to the country’s planning and
infrastructure network. Such benefits will result 
from investments in airports, railways, roads, 
urban transport, stadia, hotels,
telecommunications, and environmental
projects. All of these are opportunities for
British expertise in planning, engineering,
constructing and managing large scale
infrastructure projects. It also opens a wide
range of opportunities for UK companies 
in equipping and modernising stadia, and
delivering major sporting events. 
 
The estimated level of investment in
infrastructure required to prepare for the event 
range from £10 billion to £30 billion. Many
Brazilian experts and politicians alike realise
that the biggest challenge will be planning and 
constructing (in a timely fashion) the necessary 
infrastructure to host the games. In particular 
improving transportation within and between
the host cities. 
The Brazilian Government already has a

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
flagship investment programme aimed at 

stimulating infrastructure development and 
boosting economic expansion. The Accelerated 
Growth Plan, (Programa de Aceleração do 
Crescimento - PAC), was announced in 2007 
and allocated around £200 billion between 
2007 to 2010, and has earmarked an 
additional £125 billion for investments post-
2010. The Growth Acceleration Programme – 
2nd phase – (PAC 2), has recently been 
launched by the President of Brazil, announcing 
investments of US$ 526 billion for the period 
from 2011 to 2014.  PAC 2 includes new 
investment projects for the period 2011-2014, 
linked to the preparation for the 2014 FIFA 
World Cup, and post- 2014, as well as 
unfinished projects initiated during PAC 1. For 
the period following 2014, the estimated 
investment is £ 350 billion.  Similar to the first 
phase of the programme, PAC 2 focuses 
investments in the areas of logistics, energy 
and social development, organised in six major 
initiatives:  
 

→ Energy (renewable energy, oil 
and gas): £ 172 billion 

→ National Housing Programme: £ 
102.5 billion 

→ Transportation - Airports, Rail, 
Waterways, Ports and Roads: £ 
38.0 billion 

→ Urban infrastructure: £ 21.0 
billion 

→ Water, Sanitation and Access to 
Electricity: £ 11.5 billion 

→ Urban and rural social 
programmes: £ 8.5 billion 

 
In May 2009 FIFA announced the 12 cities that 
would be hosting World Cup matches in 2014: 
Belo Horizonte, Brasília, Cuiabá, Curitiba, 
Fortaleza, Manaus, Natal, Porto Alegre, Recife, 
Rio de Janeiro, Salvador, and São Paulo. 
 
In each of the host cities work is underway to 
plan, construct and modernise the stadia and 
transport infrastructure which will be necessary 
to host games. Over £1.5 billion is expected to 
be invested in stadia construction and 
modernisation works. Around £1.4 billion will 
be invested in airports across the country 
between 2010-2014. The Government has 
committed to extending and improving the rail 
network, and the flagship Rio to São Paulo 
high-speed rail link will alone require £11 
billion of capital investment. 
 
The key challenge for Brazil is widely 
acknowledged to be expanding and improving 
urban transport systems. Most large cities in 



the country suffer from heavy congestion, and  
as yet none of the major airports currently  
have a rail link to the city centre they serve.  
The Government hopes to address this problem  
by means of the PAC da Copa, which is likely to  
prioritise urban transport projects. Funding has 
not yet been agreed but proposals already 
exist which suggest over £10 billion could be 
invested in urban mobility improvements over 
the next few years. 
 
On October 2 2009 the International Olympic 
Committee selected Rio de Janeiro as the host 
city for the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. Many of the venues which will be used 
were built or upgraded for the 2007 Pan 
American Games. However, a number of large 
projects will construct and upgrade other 
venues and the Olympic and Paralympic 
Village. UK companies are particularly well 
placed to take advantage of opportunities on 
these projects given the strong links between 
London 2012 and Rio 2016. Expertise in all 
areas of planning, design, construction and fit-
out of venues, as well as event delivery 
services will be in great demand as Rio follows 
in London’s footsteps as host city of the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
The concept of green building/sustainable 
construction is relatively new to Brazil although 
it is rapidly growing in importance, particularly 
in the southern states. The World Cup in 2014 
and Rio 2016 will provide further momentum 
for the sustainable construction movement in 
Brazil through their respective sustainability 
requirements, and political commitments to 
‘Sustainable Games’. This will create potential 
opportunities for UK companies to partner with 
Brazilian companies in engineering, 
architecture and planning services. 
Opportunities also exist for consulting services 
in areas such as sustainability and energy 
efficiency, refurbishment and/or retrofit. 
 
If you have any questions on the opportunities 
above, contact the UKTI contacts named in this 
report. Business opportunities aimed 
specifically at UK companies are added daily to 
UKTI’s website. These leads are sourced by our 
staff overseas in British Embassies, High 
Commissions and Consulates, across all sectors 
and in over 100 markets. 
 
You can be alerted to Brazil/food & drink  
business opportunities on a regular basis by 
registering on the UKTI website. Find out more 
on UKTI’s business opportunities service on the 
UKTI website   
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Major events and activities 
 
Rio Sports Event Expo and UKTI Sports 
Mission to Brazil 
Contact: Andrew Bacchus, Global Sports 
Project 
Email: andrew.bacchus@ukti.gsi.gov.uk  
Time: 22-24 September 2010 
 
Soccerex Global Convention 2010 and 
UKTI Outward Mission to Brazil 
Contact: Jason Goddard 
Email: jason.goddard@ukti.gsi.gov.uk  
Time: 20-24 November 2010 
 
Rio 2016-London 2012 Connection 
Seminar 
Contact: Marcelo Tavares 
Email: marcelo.tavares@ukti.gsi.gov.uk  
Time: October 2010: To be confirmed 
 
Find full details of all Brazil and sports 
Infrastructure events on the UKTI website. 
New export events are added daily to the site 
and you can register to be alerted to them on a 
daily, weekly or monthly basis 
 
UKTI’s Tradeshow Access Programme (TAP) 
provides grant support for eligible Small & 
Medium Sized Enterprises (SME's) to attend 
trade shows overseas. Find out more about 
UKTI support for attendance at overseas 
events 

UKTI contacts 
 
Marcelo Tavares 
Sports & Infrastructure Sector Manager 
British Consulate-General Rio de Janeiro 
Tel: +55 21 2555 9655 
Email: marcelo.tavares@fco.gov.uk 
www.ukti.gov.uk 
 
Sara Pereira 
Sports & Infrastructure Assistant Sector 
Manager 
British Consulate-General Rio de Janeiro 
Tel: +55 21 2555 9622 
Email: sara.pereira@fco.gov.uk 
www.ukti.gov.uk 
 

mailto:andrew.bacchus@ukti.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:jason.goddard@ukti.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:marcelo.tavares@ukti.gsi.gov.uk
https://www.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/register.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/accessinginternationalmarkets/tradefairsandexibitions.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/accessinginternationalmarkets/tradefairsandexibitions.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/accessinginternationalmarkets/tradefairsandexibitions.html
mailto:marcelo.tavares@fco.gov.uk
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/home.html
mailto:sara.pereira@fco.gov.uk
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/home.html


Next steps - 
How UKTI can help 
 
British companies wishing to develop their 
business in the Brazilian market are advised to 
undertake as much market research and 
planning as possible in the UK. UKTI’s team in 
Brazil with its wide local knowledge and 
experience, can provide a range of services to 
British-based companies wishing to grow their 
business in global markets.   
 
This can include: 

• Provision of market information  
• Validated lists of agents/distributors 
• Key market players or potential 

customers in the Chinese market 
• Establishment of interest of such 

contacts in working with you 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• Arranging appointments 
• Organise seminars or other events for 

you to meet contacts and  promote your 
company in the Chinese market  

 
This work is available via our Overseas Market 
Introduction Service (OMIS)  a chargeable 
service which assists British-based companies 
wishing to enter or expand their business in 
overseas markets.  
 
To find out more about commissioning this 
work, or accessing other UKTI services and 
specialist advice, please visit the UKTI website 
to find contact details for your local UKTI 
office. 

Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information given in this document is accurate, neither UK Trade & 
Investment nor its parent Departments (the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills, and the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office), accept liability for any errors, omissions or misleading statements, and no warranty is given or responsibility accepted 
as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organisation mentioned.  
Published 2010 by UK Trade & Investment. 
Crown Copyright © 
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