
Sector briefing 

Construction Opportunities 
in Singapore 

Why Singapore? 
 
In 2009, the construction sector enjoyed 
strong double-digit growth for the third 
consecutive year, achieving a record level of 
on-site construction activity or output of about 
$30 billion. This was driven by exceptionally 
strong construction demand in the preceding 
two years. 
 
For 2010, the Ministry of Trade & Industry has 
projected a GDP growth of 3-5%. This will 
translate to a gradual pick-up in the private 
sector construction demand. 
 
Singapore’s construction demand for 2010 is 
projected to reach between $21 billion and $27 
billion this year. This is a continuation of a 
sustained workload from last year’s $21 billion 
worth of contracts awarded. 

“The Building & 
Construction Authority has 
projected that the value of 
construction contracts to 
be awarded in 2010 will be 
between $21 and $27 
billion, and between $18 
and $25 billion for 2011 
and network.” 

 
Find general information on the Singapore’s 
market conditions on UKTI’s website. The 
Doing Business Guide for Singapore gives an 
overview of Singapore’s economy, business 
culture, potential opportunities and an 
introduction to other relevant issue. 
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Opportunities 
 
The Government will continue to invest in 
infrastructure works. Public sector works will 
include large public infrastructure projects such 
as the Downtown Line Stage 3 and various 
major road works. In addition, the industry can 
look forward to more tendering opportunities in 
building projects.  
 
This will include the construction of new HDB 
flats to meet the ongoing demand for public 
housing, the upgrading and development of 
new educational and healthcare facilities, and 
major industrial projects such as the LNG 
Terminal, Fusionopolis 2A and Seletar 
Aerospace Park. 
 
As the construction sector remains one of the 
key pillars of Singapore’s economy, the 
Government has provided $250 million 
Construction Productivity and Capability Fund 
(CPCF) to help industry firms raise the quality 
of their workforce, lower the cost of adopting 
advanced construction technolgies, and build 
up their engineering capability to undertake 
complex projects.  
 
Public Sector  
 
The bulk of this year’s demand will come from 
the public sector, which is projected to form 
65% of total demand. It is expected to range 
between $14.0 billion and $17.9 billion and will 
largely be fuelled by higher growths in most 
categories of building construction demand and 
strong civil engineering projects led by Land 
Transport Authority (LTA)’s MRT projects for 
Downtown Line Stage 3 and major road 
projects. Other upcoming projects in the 
pipeline include the LNG Terminal, Fusionopolis 
2A, industrial facilities at Seletar Aerospace 
Park, campus expansion of Institutes of Higher 
Learning (IHLs) and new healthcare facilities. 
 
Private Sector  
 
Private sector construction demand is expected 
to be slightly more upbeat than the preceding 
year amounting to between $7.0 billion and 
$9.1 billion. Private residential projects are also 
projected to increase gradually, in tandem with 
the improved market sentiment. Similarly, the 
anticipated higher construction demand for 
commercial and institutional developments 
compared to a year ago will provide further 
support to the overall private sector 
construction demand.  

 
Commercial Construction Demand 

Total commercial construction demand is 
expected to increase to between $1.7 billion 
and $2.1 billion in 2010.  Although demand for 
new office space is expected to stay subdued 
given the depressed rental and capital rates, 
the likely construction commencement for a 
major commercial mixed development at 
Marina View and remaining contracts fro the 
two Integrated Resorts are likely to strengthen 
the overall demand.   

Industrial Construction Demand 
 
The improving manufacturing output and the 
brighter market outlook are likely to encourage 
industrialists to expand their foothold as 
Singapore economy bounces back. Total 
industrial construction demand in 2010 is 
anticipated to increase to between $2.7 billion 
and $3.7 billion, with similar contributions from 
both public and private sectors.  
 
Private industrial construction demand is 
projected to be between $1.3 billion and $2.0 
billion, but it could reach a more bullish level 
should the economy turnaround sharply in 
2010. Amongst the private industrial projects 
likely to be awarded in 2010 include Sembcorp 
Industries second cogeneration Plant at 
Tembusu, Jurong Island and Tuas Powers 
various Engineering, Procurement and 
Construction (EPC) contracts for its Tembusu 
Multi Utilities Complex.  
 
Institutional & Other building 
Construction Demand  
 
Total institutional & other building construction 
demand is forecast to remain firm in 2010, 
ranging between $2.7 billion and $5.1 billion, 
with the public sector continuing to be the 
main driver.  MOE is expected to beef up their 
upgrading programme for existing schools and 
building both new primary and secondary 
schools in 2010.  
 
Some of the notable projects in the pipeline 
include conversion of the former Supreme 
Court to the National Art Gallery, 
redevelopment of Victoria Theatre/Victoria 
Concert Hall, a private hospital at Irrawdady 
Road and Management Development Institute 
of Singapore (MDIS)’s campus expansion at 
Stirling Road.  
 



Civil Engineering Construction Demand  
 
Civil engineering construction demand is 
expected to stay strong in 2010 at between 
$7.5 billion and $8.8 billion. Several strategic 
projects have been scheduled to proceed this 
year to expand Singapore’s road and rail 
networks. These include MRT contracts for 
Downtown Line Stage 3, widening of Keppel 
Viaduct, major arterial road from CTE to Yishun 
Avenue 7 and an interchange at TPE and road 
connection to Seletar/Sengkang. Other major 
infrasturction projects planned for 2010 include 
NParks’ infrastructure contracts for Garden at 
Marina South, M&E services for Marina Coastal 
Expressway and Common Services Tunnel 
Phase 3B at Marina Bay.  
 
Opportunities for UK Companies 
 
Based on the preliminary data provided by the 
public sector agencies, a total of 170 
construction tenders and 324 construction 
tenders are expected to be called in 2010.  
 
Construction Consultancy Tenders 
 
Of the 170 consultancy tenders, close to 80% 
are likely to come from building projects. 
Furthermore, smaller projects with individual 
construction contract value less than $10 
million such as Hawker Centre Upgrading, 
retrofitting works for public facilities and 
community cntres are expected to account for 
bulk of the constultancy tenders in 2010.  
 
Construction Tenders  
 
The estimated 324 construction tenders 
expected to be called in 2010 are likely to be 
distributed euqally between building and civil 
engineering projects. In terms of construction 
cost category, about 45% of the construction 
tenders will be for smaller projects with value 
up to $13 million, while about 24% and about 
30% will be for projects with cost categories of 
$13 million - $40 million and above $40 million 
respectively.   
 
In view of the moderation in construction 
demand since 2009, the level of construction 
activities on-site or output is anticipated to 
gradually reduce to between $27 billion and 
$29 billion in 2010 and moderate further in 
2011-2012.  
 
 

If you have any questions on the opportunities 
above, contact the UKTI contacts named in this 
report.  Business opportunities aimed 
specifically at UK companies are added daily to 
UKTI’s website. These leads are sourced by our 
staff overseas in British Embassies, High 
Commissions and Consulates, across all sectors 
and in over 100 markets. 
 
You can be alerted to business opportunities on 
a regular basis by registering on the UKTI 
website. Find out more on UKTI’s business 
opportunities service on the UKTI website   
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Major events and activities 
 
Glasstech Asia  
Contact: Neil Walker  
Email: neil.walker@fco.gov.uk   
Time: 29 June – 1 July 2010  
 
Bex Asia  
Contact: Neil Walker  
Email: neil.walker@fco.gov.uk   
Time: 6 – 8 October 2010  
 
Find full details of all events in this 
country and sector on the UKTI website. 
New export events are added daily to the site 
and you can register to be alerted to them on a 
daily, weekly or monthly basis 
 
UKTI’s Tradeshow Access Programme (TAP) 
provides grant support for eligible Small & 
Medium Sized Enterprises (SME's) to attend 
trade shows overseas. Find out more about 
UKTI support for attendance at overseas 
events 

UKTI contacts 
 
Neil Walker  
Senior Trade & Investment Officer 
British High Commission Singapore  
Tel: (65) 6424 4310 
Email: neil.walker@fco.gov.uk 
www.ukti.gov.uk 
 
Sarah Croft 
First Secretary 
British High Commission Singapore  
Tel: (65) 6424 4302 
Email: sarah.croft@fco.gov.uk 
www.ukti.gov.uk 
 
Zafar Masood 
Deputy Head, Construction Sector 
UKTI 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7215 4621 
Email: zafar.masood@ukti.gsi.gov.uk 
www.ukti.gov.uk 

http://www.glasstechasia.com.sg/
mailto:An.Example@ukti.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.bex-asia.com/
mailto:An.Example@ukti.gsi.gov.uk
https://www.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/register.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/accessinginternationalmarkets/tradefairsandexibitions.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/accessinginternationalmarkets/tradefairsandexibitions.html
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/accessinginternationalmarkets/tradefairsandexibitions.html
mailto:one.name@fco.gov.uk
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/
mailto:another.name@fco.gov.uk
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/
mailto:zafar.masood@ukti.gsi.gov.uk
www.ukti.gov.uk


Next steps - 
How UKTI can help 
 
British companies wishing to develop their 
business in the Singapore market are advised 
to undertake as much market research and 
planning as possible in the UK. UKTI’s team in 
Singapore, with its wide local knowledge and 
experience, can provide a range of services to 
British-based companies wishing to grow their 
business in global markets.   
 
This can include: 

• Provision of market information  
• Validated lists of agents/distributors 
• Key market players or potential 

customers in the Chinese market 
• Establishment of interest of such 

contacts in working with you 
 

 
 
 

• Arranging appointments 
• Organise seminars or other events for 

you to meet contacts and  promote your 
company in the Chinese market  

 
This work is available via our Overseas Market 
Introduction Service (OMIS)  a chargeable 
service which assists British-based companies 
wishing to enter or expand their business in 
overseas markets.  
 
To find out more about commissioning this 
work, or accessing other UKTI services and 
specialist advice, please visit the UKTI website 
to find contact details for your local UKTI 
office.  
 

Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information given in this document is accurate, neither UK Trade & 
Investment nor its parent Departments (the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills, and the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office), accept liability for any errors, omissions or misleading statements, and no warranty is given or responsibility accepted 
as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organisation mentioned.  
Published 2010 by UK Trade & Investment. 
Crown Copyright © 
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