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FILM INDEPENDENT ANNOUNCES 2019 SCREENWRITING LAB PARTICIPANTS 

 
LOS ANGELES (May 14, 2019) — Film Independent, the nonprofit arts organization that 
produces the Film Independent Spirit Awards, announced the six screenwriters selected 
for its 21st annual Screenwriting Lab. This intensive program is designed to provide 
individualized story and career development for emerging screenwriters with a fiction 
feature screenplay. One hundred percent of this year’s participants are from 
communities underrepresented in film and half the participants are women. This year’s 
projects, selected from 550 submissions, explore a range of compelling fictional topics 
from ancient magic to widespread pandemics and tiger spirits.  
	
“Being a Screenwriting Fellow at Film Independent was a wonderful step along the way 
of making my film The Short History of the Long Road. Five years later, I’m still close to 
my fellow screenwriters and we’ve championed each other as our projects have come to 
life,” said former Screenwriting Lab Participant Ani Simon-Kennedy. “Fostering a sense 
of community within the indie film world is really at the heart of Film Independent’s 
mission and I’m so grateful to be a part of it.” The Short History of the Long Road by 
Ani Simon-Kennedy premiered at the 2019 Tribeca Film Festival and received Special 
Jury Mention for best screenplay. 
	
In addition, Egyptian filmmaker Haitham Dabbour is the recipient of a Global Media 
Makers Fellowship, an exchange program sponsored through a partnership between 
Film Independent and the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs, making his travel and participation in the Screenwriting Lab possible.	
	
Over the course of the Lab, Fellows will workshop their projects under the guidance of 
Creative Advisors Jeff Stockwell (Bridge to Terabithia, The Dangerous Lives of Altar 



Boys) and Robin Swicord (The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, Memoirs of a Geisha). 
Additional guest speakers and advisors include script consultant Ruth Atkinson, literary 
manager Angela Cheng Caplan, writer and director Christina Choe (Nancy), screenwriter 
Pamela Ribon (Moana, Ralph Breaks the Internet), screenwriter Ellen Shanman (The 
Hidden Girl, Gallagher Girls), and writer and producer Virgil Williams (Mudbound, A 
Journal for Jordan). 
 
“We are thrilled to support this excellent group of writers whose diverse stories reflect 
our complex, multicultural world,” said Jennifer Kushner, Director of Artist Development 
at Film Independent. “Through the Lab, we look forward to nurturing the voices and 
visions of these intrepid storytellers, and introducing them to our industry advisors.”  
 
Past Screenwriting Lab projects include 37 Seconds by HIKARI which won the 
Panorama Audience Award and CICAE Art Cinema Jury Prize at the 2019 Berlinale Film 
Festival, Andrew Ahn’s Spirit Award winning debut Spa Night and Chloé Zhao’s Spirit 
Award nominated debut Songs My Brothers Taught Me. 
	
Film Independent Artist Development programs promote unique independent voices by 
helping filmmakers create and advance new work through Project Involve, Filmmaker 
Labs (Directing, Documentary, Episodic, Producing and Screenwriting), Fast Track 
finance market, Fiscal Sponsorship, as well as through Grants and Awards, which 
provide over one million dollars annually to visual storytellers. 

The Film Independent Screenwriting Lab is supported by Artist Development Lead 
Funder Time Warner Foundation. Additional funding is provided by the Writer’s Guild of 
America West.  
 
For more information on any of the Labs or the projects that have been developed in 
them, please contact Angela Lee, Senior Manager of Artist Development, at 323 556 
9362. Additional information and an application form can be found 
at filmindependent.org. 
 
The 2019 Screenwriting Lab participants and their projects are: 
 
Title: Babaylan 
Writer: Mikki Crisostomo  
Logline: Lida, the disillusioned priestess of a dying Filipino religion, accidentally 
summons a god, under whose tutelage she learns to perform miracles and discovers the 
grave consequences of playing with ancient magic. 
 
Title: Frybread Face and Me 
Writer/Director: Billy Luther 
Logline: Two adolescent Navajo cousins from different worlds bond during a summer 
herding sheep on their grandmother's ranch in Arizona while learning more about their 
family’s past and themselves. 
 
Title: Publication Ban 
Writer: Haitham Dabbour  



Logline: A woman challenges society as she breaks her silence of a sexual harassment 
incident and faces the complications when the harasser hides behind his religious 
power.  

Title: Stampede 
Writer/Director:  Sontenish Myers 
Logline: Set on a southern plantation in the 1800s, a young slave girl named Lena has 
telekinetic powers she cannot yet control. Circumstances escalate when she’s separated 
from her mother to be a house girl, in close quarters with the mercurial Master’s wife: 
Elizabeth. 
 
Title: Taminex 
Writer/Director: Anya Meksin 
Logline: When a deadly pandemic plunges the city into an anti-immigrant panic, a young 
Iranian woman must go outside official channels and venture into the underbelly of a 
corrupt society to procure the only drug that can save her boyfriend’s life and her own—
Taminex. 
 
Title: Tiger Girl 
Writer/Director: Andrew Huang 
Logline: When a repressed Chinese American girl enrolls in charm school to please her 
mother, the pressure to conform to her mother’s ideals manifests in the form of a restless 
tiger spirit that visits the girl at night and ultimately sets her free on her journey of self-
possession and discovery. 
 
ABOUT FILM INDEPENDENT 
Film Independent is the nonprofit arts organization that champions creative 
independence in visual storytelling and supports a community of artists who embody 
diversity, innovation and uniqueness of vision. Film Independent helps filmmakers make 
their movies, builds an audience for their projects and works to diversify the film industry. 
Film Independent’s Board of Directors, filmmakers, staff and constituents is comprised of 
an inclusive community of individuals across ability, age, ethnicity, gender, race and 
sexual orientation. Anyone passionate about film can become a Member, whether you 
are a filmmaker, industry professional or a film lover. 
 
In addition to producing the Spirit Awards, Film Independent produces Film Independent 
Presents, a year-round screening series for its members that offers unique cinematic 
experiences for the Los Angeles creative community and the general public. 
 
Through annual screenings and events, Film Independent provides access to a network 
of like-minded artists who are driving creativity in the film industry. Film Independent’s 
Artist Development program offers free labs for selected writers, directors, producers 
and documentary filmmakers and presents year-round networking opportunities. Project 
Involve is Film Independent’s signature program dedicated to fostering the careers of 
talented filmmakers from communities traditionally underrepresented in the film industry. 
 
For more information or to become a Member, visit filmindependent.org. 
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