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“Falling in Love”

asm The Secret Life of the
Awerican Teenager

Faith Connection

Everything the Church teaches can be ‘bumper stickered,” such
as “Don’t have sex outside marriage.” And yet, also with
everything the Church teaches, there’s the breadth of vision and
beauty of truth that underlies the short hand. This TV series pilot
presents a portrait of the various situations that make up the
context of the Church’s teaching on sexuality. The Church
teaches that intercourse is not only the most intimate physical
act, but is much more: properly a complete self-giving that only
makes sense in marriage. The students in this show demonstrate
the many ways contemporary American culture gets it wrong:
that sex makes you feel better about yourself (Ricky), that sex is
always beautiful/romantic/positive (Amy’s misconceptions that
led to her pregnancy), that sex is safe (Amy’s pregnancy), that sex
is something the temptation of which cannot be avoided (Jack),
that sex is a worthy goal of itself (Ben, at first). The only
characterization that gets sex right is Ben’s, who goes from
looking for sex to falling in love and then not thinking about sex
because he’s more concerned about Amy. Finally, this episode
overall demonstrates the most pervasive problem we have about
sex: being obsessed with it!

Piscussion Questions

1. What sources have most influenced your views of
sexual intercourse?

2. Have you ever evaluated those sources? Do so.

3. Have you considered that sex is more than physical?
Why or why not?

How do you make your sexual decisions? Is it the best
way/?

5. What'’s your idea of chastity? Could there be more to it?
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