
A Single Dose… 
 
Hypnotic Bridge’s STU POPE delves into the dynamic that brought a 
singles-only label to life.  
 
Forged in the vibrant psych scene of Southern California, Hypnotic Bridge 
is part of a dynamic counterculture that includes not only music, but art, 
fashion, unique venues, and other forms of collective inspiration 
 

 
 
What’s the origin of the label? 
 
It started off as a vehicle to help promote the great psychedelic music scene 
happening here in LA during the mid-teens. So many terrific local bands were 
creating exciting new sounds rooted in the mind-expanding psychedelia of the 
’60s. On any given night, at venues like The Blind Spot, Everydaze, The Echo 
and Non Plus Ultra, you could see The Creation Factory, The Turns, White 
Fence, The Quarter After, Frankie & The Witch Fingers, Mystic Braves, Triptides, 
Levitation Room – the list goes on and on. Eventually, we started branching out 
to include bands in other parts of the world, because great, new psychedelic 
music is a global phenomenon.     



 
Why the 7-inch, 45-rpm, vinyl format? 
 
Singles have always appealed to me, often because you can’t find the B-side 
anywhere else. They typically fight above their weight when compared to albums, 
with a band’s best songs selected for special attention. DJs love them, of course, 
as do collectors. But the main reason, in this era of streaming and digital 
downloads, is that I want to create real, permanent artifacts that people can hold 
and play, with jacket art they can dig while they listen to the songs. Singles also 
allow me to include more musicians in the Hypnotic Bridge project and let bands 
record a one-off 45 with songs that may be a bit more far out than their usual 
sound.     
 
What happens at Hypnotic Bridge headquarters? 
 
Besides kicking back in the Green Room, spinning test pressings with the bands 
and strategising on creating and promoting the records, we have lots of “listening 
parties” where we typically groove to obscure yet amazing psychedelic mixes, 
often playing the parlor game of guessing where each song originated and what 
year it was recorded. If that sounds like your idea of fun, you’d love hanging at 
Hypnotic Bridge HQ.  
 
Who hangs out in the Green Room? 
 
Just about everyone! Mostly members of our local psych bands, but lots of other 
denizens of the scene as well. And anyone on our wavelength who happens to 
be visiting LA, including a Shindigger or two. It’s a groovy setting. There’s a 
painting of Neil Soiland by Denny Bales, along with many Family Dog posters 
and others from the ’60s and beyond. And it all happens in the sylvan village of 
Sierra Madre, which is just 12 miles from LA but seems like a different 
dimension. 
 
Why do you call yourselves “The Psychedelic Standard?” 
 
I work in advertising, so I understand the importance of having a focus that 
differentiates your brand. Ours is curating the most exciting psychedelic music of 
our time, crafting a collection of vinyl treasures that will blow minds for decades 
to come. We’re exploring the many facets of psychedelia, and yes, I realise that’s 
a rather subjective term, but for me it’s anything that takes you to a more 
magical, mystical place – songs that carry on the vibe and feeling The Beatles 
introduced with ‘Rain’ and ‘Tomorrow Never Knows’, or that The Kinks did with 
‘See My Friends’ and ‘Fancy’, or The 13th Floor Elevators with ‘Slip Inside This 
House’. Simply put, psychedelia is music that detonates your mind.   
 
What do you hope your legacy will be? 
 



Imagine if there had been a label in the ’60s that had released an amazing 
psychedelic single from each of the most interesting bands of that era, from The 
Byrds to The Bee Gees to Tintern Abbey – scores of 45s from the most popular 
musicians to the most obscure. And that they reached out to the coolest 
psychedelic artists of their day to create the cover art. That’s the label I’d seek 
out to discover music that moves minds as well as bodies. That’s what I hope the 
legacy of Hypnotic Bridge will be.  
 
hypnoticbridge.com/ 
 

 
 

https://www.hypnoticbridge.com/

