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 Clearly introduces the topic or 

text (W.4.1a) 

 Adequately introduces the topic or 

text (W.4.1a) 

 Minimally introduces the topic or 

text (W.4.1a) 

 Does not introduce the topic or 

text (W.4.1a) 

 Clearly states an opinion about a 

topic or text. (W.4.1a) 

 Adequately states an opinion about a 

topic or text. (W.4.1a) 

 Minimally states an opinion about a 

topic or text. (W.4.1a) 

 Does not state an opinion about a 

topic or text (W.4.1a) 

 Creates a clear organizational 

structure in which related ideas 

are grouped to support the 

writer's purpose. (W.4.1a) 

 Creates an adequate organizational 

structure in which related ideas are 

grouped to support the writer's 

purpose. (W.4.1a) 

 Creates a minimal organizational 

structure in which related ideas are 

grouped to support the writer's 

purpose. (W.4.1a) 

 Does not create an organizational 

structure in which related ideas are 

grouped to support the writer's 

purpose. (W.4.1a) 

 Provides clear reasons (W.4.1b)  Provides adequate reasons (W4.1b)  Provides minimal reasons (W.4.1b)  Does not provide reasons (W.4.1b) 

 Consistently links opinion and 

reasons using words and phrases 

(W.4.1c) 

 Often  links opinion and reasons 

using words and phrases (W.4.1c) 

 Occasionally links opinion and 

reasons using words and phrases 

(W.4.1c) 

 Does not link opinion and reasons 

using words and phrases (W.4.1c) 

 Provides a strong concluding 

statement or section related to 

the opinion presented. (W.4.1d) 

 Provides an adequate concluding 

statement or section related to the 

opinion presented. (W.4.1d) 

 Provides a weak concluding 

statement or section related to the 

opinion presented. (W.4.1d) 

 Does not provide a concluding 

statement or section related to the 

opinion presented. (W.4.1d) 

 Produces clear and coherent 

writing in which the development 

and organization are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. 

(W.4.4) 

 Produces adequate and coherent 

writing in which the development 

and organization are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. (W.4.4) 

 Produces minimal and coherent 

writing in which the development 

and organization are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. (W.4.4) 

 Does not produce clear and 

coherent writing in which the 

development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. (W.4.4) 

 Clearly categorizes information, 

and provides resources. (W.4.8) 

 Adequately categorizes information, 

and provides resources. (W.4.8) 

 Minimally categorizes information, 

and provides resources. (W.4.8) 

 Does not categorize information, 

and resources not provided. 

(W.4.8) 

THE RESPONSE  
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  Provides strong reasons that are 

clearly supported by facts and 

details (W.4.1b) 

 Provides adequate reasons that are 

supported by facts and details 

(W.4.1b) 

 Provides weak reasons that are 

supported by facts and details 

(W.4.1b) 

 Does not provide reasons that are 

supported by facts and details 

(W.4.1b) 

 

 Consistently recalls relevant 

information from experiences or 

gather relevant information from 

print and digital sources. (W.4.8) 

 Often recalls relevant information 

from experiences or gather 

information from print and digital 

sources. (W.4.8) 

 Occasionally recalls relevant 

information from experiences or 

gather limited information from 

print and digital sources. (W.4.8) 

 Does not recall relevant 

information from experiences or 

gather information from print and 

digital sources. (W.4.8) 

 Includes strong and convincing 

evidence from informational 

texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. (W.4.9) 

 Includes adequate evidence from 

informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

(W.4.9) 

 Includes weak evidence from 

informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

(W.4.9) 

 Does not include evidence from 

informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

(W.4.9) 
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 Includes words and phrases to 

clearly convey ideas. (L.4.3a) 

 Includes words and phrases to 

adequately convey ideas. (L.4.3a) 

 Includes words and phrases to 

minimally convey ideas. (L.4.3a) 

 Does not include words and 

phrases to convey ideas. (L.4.3a) 

 Consistently includes 

punctuation for effect. (L.4.3b) 

 Often includes punctuation for effect. 

(L.4.3b) 

 Occasionally includes punctuation 

for effect. (L.4.3b) 

 Does not include punctuation for 

effect. (L.4.3b) 

 Consistently includes grade-

appropriate general academic 

and domain-specific words and 

phrases, including those that 

signal precise actions, emotions, 

or states of being and that are 

basic to a particular topic 

appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. (L.4.6) (W.4.4) 

 Often includes grade-appropriate 

general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including 

those that signal precise actions, 

emotions, or states of being and that 

are basic to a particular topic 

appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. (L.4.6) (W.4.4) 

 Occasionally includes grade-

appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific words and 

phrases, including those that signal 

precise actions, emotions, or states 

of being and that are basic to a 

particular topic appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. (L.4.6) 

(W.4.4) 

 Does not include grade-appropriate 

general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, 

including those that signal precise 

actions, emotions, or states of 

being and that are basic to a 

particular topic appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. (L.4.6) 

(W.4.4) 
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 Demonstrates a strong command 

of the conventions of Standard 

English grammar and usage when 

writing. (L.4.1) 

 Demonstrates an adequate command 

of the conventions of Standard English 

grammar and usage when writing. 

(L.4.1) 

 Demonstrates a weak command of 

the conventions of Standard 

English grammar and usage when 

writing. (L.4.1) 

 Does not demonstrate command of 

the conventions of Standard English 

grammar and usage when writing. 

(L.4.1) 

 Demonstrates strong command 

of the conventions of Standard 

English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. (L.4.2) 

 Demonstrates an adequate command 

of the conventions of Standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. (L.4.2) 

 Demonstrates a weak command of 

the conventions of Standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. (L.4.2) 

 Does not demonstrate command of 

the conventions of Standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. (L.4.2) 

 Provides a comprehensive list of 

sources (W.4.8) 

 Provides an adequate list of sources 

(W.4.8) 

 Provides a limited list of sources 

(W.4.8) 

 Does not provide a list of sources. 

(W.4.8) 


